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erupted into open breach over the Yugoslav 
Party program. The three-year-old attempt recon- 
ciliation has failed, the second honeymoon appar- 
ently over. Many the recent developments bear 
ominous resemblance events over decade past 
that led the bitter Tito-Cominform feud after mass purges and executions. the 
ascendancy Stalinist zealots all the countries. Once again Tito has been 
ordered submit Soviet supremacy matters and once again has refused. 
The situation explosive because, the past, must have arisen from fundamental 
decision by the Soviet leadership to sacrifice world public opinion on the altar of Party 
conformity. Khrushchev undertook his penitential trip Belgrade the Spring 1955 
partly dispel worldwide repugnance towards Soviet intransigence. convince the free 
world—particularly the Afro-Asian the Soviet entirely new and rea- 
sonable approach all problems. The gesture was broadly interpreted integral part 
general detente, attempt the new leaders improve the lot their own 
people while securing peace abroad. Conversely. the new rift must seen part 
general hardening Soviet policies and the awareness which undoubtedly 
prompted Nehru’s informal intercession behalf the Yugoslavs. Indeed. the first signs 
the wider international repercussions are already evident the abrupt Soviet change 
attitude toward prospective Summit conference and, more concretely, the self-damaging 
balkiness toward the proposal Arctic flight control, 


These events have come surprise and shock persons the free world who, 
like Tito himself the past, have associated with “liberal” policies. Now that 
the First Party Secretary and Premier has his most powerful rivals vould 
seem natural that “his” line would vigorously enforced. Speculation has therefore arisen 
about new rivalries the Kremlin, and one persistent theory, reportedly held Polish 
official that Khrushchev fighting rear-guard battle with Stalinist the 
alleged architect the new belligerence. Another guess that the Chinese, 
covering from their own phase liberalization and piqued their exclusion pros- 
pective Big Power forced the Russian hand. There may some truth 
but the Yugoslavs apparently not think so. While the past they have 
often been the first know and proclaim the exact nature internal strife the Soviet 
orbit. this time they have been tellingly silent this score. That they are probably right, 
and that the campaign well-thought-out, concerted policy agreed upon the entire 
Soviet bloc leadership (with the exception the Poles) indicated analysis the 
timing and contents the major documents the dispute. 


The first blast the attack came from Moscow, the form lengthy article the 
theoretical journal Kommunist. appeared April 18, only four days before the 
opening the Yugoslav Congress. Still was nevertheless 
matum which condescendingly admitted that the Yugoslav draft program contained “quite 
few correct generalizations,” but otherwise refuted its main theses. The importance 
this document not its ideological aggressiveness. nor its fake for the 


Soviets must have known that since the Yugoslavs had already altered part their pro- 


gram please they would not budge from their main positions the last moment. 
The real significance the Kommunist piece that constitutes the own codi- 
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fied enunciation their present ideological stand, that fact counter-program 
which must henceforth accepted all Communist Parties good standing. seen 
and formulated, the new platform reveals progressive hardening from the theses the 
20th Congress the Soviet Party 1956, well from the more recent Moscow 


“Commonwealth Declaration” November 1957. 


The highlights the latest line are follows. There evolutionary process transi- 
tion from capitalism “Socialism”; there must “conquest the proletariat” and 
later its dictatorship; Communist Parties must all circumstances assume 
role; what now essential about the Parties countries their unity, not 
such defects bureaucracy, sectarianism, this unity not questioned 
criticized; all the world’s troubles are caused exclusively the “dying capitalist 
and “the aggressive policy the ruling circles imperialist States”; Stalin was good 
Marxist and Soviet experience the model for all countries; the Communist 
State not withering away, and should not, because the “danger imperialist aggres- 
“proletarian (USSR leadership the bloc) essential the 
“interests the worldwide struggle” and should take priority over national 
all ideas that one country might exploit another are and any 
Party which fails endorse all these views automatically “runs the risk 
self from the movement.” 


The Congress was held April 22-26. The draft program was endorsed all 
essentials and Tito and other leaders firmly but politely answered the Soviet attacks. 
May the Chinese struck the coup grace what remained the relationship. 
article entitled “Modern Revisionism Must Criticized” the Party daily 
program “anti-Leninist, and out-and-out revisionist,” “surrender capitalism” 
and “detrimental the interests the Yugoslav people.” specifically asserted that the 
June 1948 Cominform resolution (which ostracized Yugoslavia) was “basically correct” 
and, Stalin had done ten years ago, tried set off the Yugoslav leaders from the Party 
and country disdainfully referring them “leading group.” 


There may many reasons why was the Chinese who harked backed 1948 but the 
most obvious seems reluctance crow. was who arrival 
Yugoslavia May 26, 1955, personally explained Tito that “we connect these events 
[the 1948 break and the feud] with the provocative role played the now unmasked 
enemies the people, and others. have studied thoroughly the 
material which were based the grave accusations and insults which had then been 
brought against the leaders Yugoslavia. Facts indicate that this material 
cated the enemies the the despicable agents imperialism who cheated their 
way into the ranks our The Yugoslavs have already pointed the parallel 
between the Cominform resolutions and the Chinese article; they would have had field 
day with Khrushchev. Soviets, without referring subsequently closed much 
the gap between themselves and the Chinese threatening cut off economic aid 
Yugoslavia. 


expected, the new line was quickly taken the other Communist-run countries, 
with the partial but notable exception Poland. All the orthodox countries immediately 
reprinted the main Soviet-Chinese though the Romanian and Hungarian regimes 
added few comments their own and followed the Moscow line without stressing the 
extremes the Chinese diatribe; the Albanians, Bulgarians and Czechoslovaks, the 
other hand, were somewhat less reserved, particularly the Tirana Stalinists who gratuitously 
insulted the Yugoslavs with the old canard that their had come thanks 
Soviet efforts. The Poles alone took more independent desperately trying contain 
the flames the new conflagration which they clearly saw could also engulf them. Only they 
had the temerity not print the original Soviet Kommunist sally; only they had the cour- 
age reprint part the Yugoslavs’ reply the Chinese. But even Gomulka has had 
give ground, not only the Soviets but also undoubtedly local Stalinists his Cen- 
tral Committee. Everywhere the area the discredited hard-line zealots have been 
strengthened these events. Throughout Eastern Europe the spectre the past rising 
again: also the world large. 


This the second two articles General Bela Kiraly, 
who was Commander Chief the National Guard 
Hungary and Military Commander Budapest during 
the October Revolt. the first installment published 
the March issue, the author described the manner which 
army was subverted the ends policy 
the years after the war. this second article shows 
how Soviet control and indoctrination secure the 
loyalty Hungarian soldiers, and how this fact assured 
the success the popular uprising October—until 
was crushed with Soviet troops. also analyzes the strug- 
gle for mastery the armed forces waged between the 
Moscow-trained generals and the democratic officers dur- 
ing the Revolt. The article personal account one 
who played important part the events describes, 
told with due allowance for the fact that many his 
former comrades are now the hands the secret police. 
The opinions expressed are his own are also the bio- 
graphical sketches and the explanatory footnotes. 


11, 1956, was lying hospital bed 

Budapest recovering from illness contracted during 
years prison. The mail brought letters from sev- 
eral widows high-ranking generals who had been exe- 
cuted traitors 1950. Their trials were now declared 
in Moscow, 
they had been officially “rehabilitated” the Communist 


regime, and two days they were going reburied 


have been framed the clique” 


with full military honors. Their widows asked come 
the ceremony. 


Tyrants and Catafalques 


GOT OUT BED and went the Farkasreti Cemetery, 
where some generals and staff officers 
like me, had just recently been released from prison 


who, 
were 
gathered the gates the cemetery. Innumerable men. 
soldiers, workers, students intellectuals 
swarmed around the open graves and the bedizened catafal- 
ques. The Communists know how celebrate, 
occasion was well organized. The place was decked with 
banners, bunting and flowers, and over the vast crowd 
floated the music brass band. 
mounted with helmets and swords, lay the corpses men 


women, 


seven coffins, sur- 


who had been executed traitors and who now, lifted 
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View the Killian Barracks, one the most gallant 
actions the Hungarian Army during the Revolt Budapest. The 
leader here was General Pal Maleter, treacherously imprisoned 
the Soviets headed official governmental delegation. 


Free Europe Press Photo 


from their unmarked graves, were buried again 
national heroes. They were Lieutenant Generals Laszlo 
Solyom and Gustav Illy, Major Generals Istvan Beleznay, 
Gyorgy Porffy and Kalman Revay, and Colonels Sandor 
and Dezso Nemeth. 

Alongside the coffins stood twelve generals headed by 


Defense Minister Istvan Batta, Chief Staff Lajos Toth 
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Chief Supply Karoly Janza. They stood with low- 


knowing that the crowd mourners not only 


ered eVes 
ipathized with those coffins but also considered 
the enerals the real traitors 
One Monday morning June 1950 order had come 
, mr nad ficers t report at two octock to 
he ? 7 | tne H ive {he Armed Force . Such 
astuy am? ned meetine of the hign command al ay 
eraide me é nal event, and we entered the hall 
oth a feel f tref~rdatior We l ked closely at the 
dec isually revealed the subject of 
€ mee chethe r ild be routine business, whether 
rie if ild rece ar important award, or hether 
ymicone yuld be har Only a year be fore we had 
assembled like hear the treason charges against 


General Palffy-Ostereicher, Inspector of the Army, i ho 
was implicated along with Laszlo Rajk and later hanged. 
occasion the posters in the hall had shnieked with 


calling for 


that 


slogan “relentless fight against the enemy.” 
Now, our dismay, read “Down with the 
the people!” and “Enemies the Party shall perish!” 
and “Fight with more vigilance for the people’s power!” 
would hanging thought, and looked 
around missing. Lt. General Solyom was 


enemies 


again, we 
who was 
not there, but was expected sit the dais together 
with the chairman the meeting, and his appearance 
But later, as the 


Solyom was not among them, and 


was not yet due. chairman and his suite 


came in, saw that 
that few other were also missing. 

Defense Minister Farkas. an- 
nounced the new victims tirade abuse: Lt. Generals 
Solyom and Illy, Major Generals Beleznay, Porffy, 
and Merenyi-Scholtz, and Colonel Lorincz the General 
Staff. They had been arrested Saturday dawn. Mere- 
nyi-Scholtz had opened fire the 
they came arrest him, and was certain 
But u hy the others? 


The speaker ma 


security police i hen 
hanged. 


characteristic case was that Colonel Lorincz. Less 
before had been chief the budget de- 
and line for promotion Major General. 
At the end of 1949 he had written an article for Honved 
the organ the general staff, titled the effect: 
“Strategic Mistakes the German High Command 
the Soviet Campaign.” that Hitler, 
overruling his leading military advisers, had destroyed 
the German Wehrmacht. reasoned that the Germans 
1941, having broken the Stalin Line, had gone only 
good offenswe positions for the following 

sprin 1942 the Germans had pulled back 
good positions for the winter instead pressing 
avoided terrible losses 

Thus either the following 
spring offensives they could have crushed the Soviet army 
before help arrived from the Western powers. This thesis 
was heresy, and all copies the magazine were 
destroyed. Lorincz himself was demoted teacher 
the Academy and now, the first opportunity, they 
had got him. Farkas abused him more virulently than any 
the other defendants, shouting and screaming, saying 


} 
than a year 


partment 


said in the article 


enougii to secure 
and 
they could have 


men and 


that Lorincz was liar and that there had been Stalin 


Line be: au Se if ut had é visted the Fascists could never have 
broken it. The Soviet victory was not result blunders 
the German high command, aid from the Western 
powers, but came only from the wise guidance Stalin, 
superior morale, and on. Lorincz had 


die for having dared express his own well-founded opin- 


from 
important phase military history. 
the main speakers the had finished, was 
tile turn of the Loudest 


streetcar motor- 


“4 
small the audience. 


among them was Colonel Batta, 
man who had scarcely finished his first year the army. 
Aside from motorman’s uniform, his colonel’s uniform 
was the first had ever worn. For valuable service the 
Communist Party station 
the Zugliget streetcar depot, then factory manager, 
and finally National Commander Civil Defense—one 
the highest military positions. was the immediate 
subordinate General Solyom, the Chief Staff. his 
denunciation now abused Solyom, hinting that had 
been watching Solyom’s sabotage activities for some time 
and had reported them quarters. thus 
brazenly that was one those who had plot- 
ted Solyom’s downfall. was rewarded Farkas 
responded: “The vigilance every comrade indispens- 
able and necessary for the destruction our rotten ene- 
must state that comrade Batta did splendid job 
this respect, and recognition his services his rank 
hence forth will be that of a ve neral.”” 


had become first 


when 


miles. 


Colonel Hazi, who denounced and informed General 
Beleznay similar manner, was rewarded appoint- 
ment succeed Beleznay commander army corps. 
The whole proceeding was mockery, without trace 
human decency. The last denounce them was 
Colonel Hazay, deputy chief the political department. 
Hi made 


spies, enemies the working class, etc. 


man to 


the most extreme charges, calling them traitors, 


Later, when these 
the same Hazay—then gen- 


victims were retiat 


make funeral oration which called 

the executed officers “heroes, martyrs, innocent victims 
the Rako 4 


officers who had just been released 
moved close file toward the graves. had push 
make our way through the dense crowd, but knowing 
who were they tried make room for us. ap- 
proached the ceremonial place our hands were grasped 
soldiers, officers, students and civilians all walks who 
wanted assure with handclasp that they stood with 
their hatred tvranny and that was now time 
something about it. During the ceremony innumerable 
officers and soldiers, both uniform and out, pressed 
around us. Many them were former students and sub- 
ordinates mine. Handshakes, embraces and smiling faces 
seemed almost sacrilegious during funeral ceremony and 
tried hard suppress joy our reunion after five 
years prison. Moreover, wanted forget myself 
mourning for former associates. But the fact that 
many high-ranking officers dared come and ex- 
press their joy our release, before the very eyes the top 


we 


Keszthely 


Map shows major Hungarian military installations and commands, the Spring 1956, shortly before the Revolt. Only the 


military airfields are indicated. 


Communist army leaders, was source intense 
tion. demonstrated that the army was not tool the 
Communists, and that fear the secret police was thing 
the past. 


Dramatic Meeting 


NOT KNOW THEN, but the Hungarian Revolt had 

already begun. process occurring over several months 
had already sapped the morale the Communist regime. 
Its leaders were now the defensive, unable stem the 
open expression popular resentment, and took only 
the incidents that occurred several days later set off the 
This ferment, which had begun 
strong after attack Stalin February 
1956, was longer confined writers and students but 
had spread all sectors the Hungarian population, 
even the ranks the army. Members the army had 
appeared uniform meetings the famous “Petofi 


spontaneous Revolt. 


Circle” Budapest, and topics discussed during those ses- 
sions were enthusiastically disputed the army barracks, 
These 


alarmed the top military leaders, and July they decided 


officers’ messes and schools. tendencies 
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major 


hold series lectures for the purpose ting 
the disaffection. One the first lectures was delivered 
early July the Minister Defense himself, General 
Istvan Batta, the Zrinyi Military Academy Buda 


was still prison the time, but former com- 


pest. 
mander the Academy was able later 
great deal information events there: having heard 
several detailed descriptions the meeting, can describe 


it as follows. 
General Batta came the meeting politician and 
the 


order to make it possible for his audience and hin 


not the armed forces, 


speak frankly without being restrained military 


pline. Batta began saying that the Military Acad- 


emy was the greatest hope of the Party and government. 


The Party counted the Academy’s loyalty even the 
most difficult and dangerous situations. pointed out 
that percent the personnel were members 
the Party, exceptionally high proportion, 
cause ot this it was not possible to allow the shiohtest devi- 
ation from the Party line. The whole officer corps, 


said, looked the Academy for guidance, not only pro- 
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fessional military matters but politically well, and the 
Academy had tremendous moral and psychological influence 
throughout the armed forces. That was why had chosen 
this place for his first discussion current problems. Then 
accused the Academy harboring dangerous anti-Party 
tendencies. “Comrades, this situation must 
changed. hope you will help annihiiate this dan- 
gerous spirit and set the Academy back the right course. 
would appreciate hearing your candid opinions this 
important 

The first man to rise and make a comment was a young 
officer. Among other things said: buy Pobieda 
cars from the Soviet Union, when we could buy Mercedes 
The Mercedes 


Benz consumes half much gasoline the Pobieda and 


Benzes from Germany half the price. 


least good car. Why does the government in- 
sist Pobiedas?” 

Batta’s only answer was say: “We shall continue 
buy Pobiedas even their price double that the Mer- 
cedes Benz 3 

Another officer rose and asked: “Why doesn’t Rakosi 
resign First Secretary and allow the Party take 
more liberal course?” 

Batta: “If Comrade Rakosi were forced leave 
would national catastrophe.” 
July 18, 1956, Rakosi resigned. 

This remark Batta’s was followed resentful mur- 
mur among the audience. 


(Two weeks later, 


The next student rise was 
more outspoken. “My father peasant,” said. “Why 
doesn’t the Party make easier for the working peasantry? 
Why doesn’t make collective farming more attractive for 
effect was asking why the Party continued 
its policy forced collectivization and confiscatory deliv- 
eries such great cost the peasantry. 

that point Batta became almost apoplectic. 
shouted, “You, Comrade, are speaking with the voice 
the enemy. The Party stresses collectivization because col- 
lective farms mean more bread.” 

The anger the students grew, and their murmurs be- 
came louder. The officers squirmed their seats. 
behavior was not only the opposite disciplined, was 
the opposite normal behavior Party meetings. Batta 
realized the situation had become dangerous. knew 
that could not quiet the uproar his prestige the 
eyes his Party superiors would ruined. worth re- 
membering that dictatorships begin fall 
chief representatives are openly ridiculed. Batta therefore 
adopted new tone. 

“Comrades,” said, must confess that have ap- 
proached you the wrong way. adopted the tone 
commander chief, when really came here address 
you Communist among comrades. Please forgive me. 
must not forget, either, that the foundation any 
army its discipline. The kind undisciplined, disrespect- 
ful behavior you have shown here not permissible.” 
final remark declared that one the most discouraging 
elements the whole situation was that the Defense Min- 
istry had been forced shut off the radio equipment 
the schools during leisure hours because the stu- 


“Pioneer [Communist youth organization] children with soldier 
the Hungarian People’s Army.” One the many blatant at- 
tempts link the Army with the Party. 


Hungary (Budapest), April 1955 


dents used listen Western broadcasts—the BBC, 
Radio Free Europe and Radio Paris. asked the stu- 
dents help the government stopping this practice. 

They had 
nothing say this man, who had lost all his prestige 
and authority Defense Minister during this embarrassing 


session. 


The students answered only with smiles. 


Confusion the Ranks 


FERMENT AMONG THE HUNGARIAN people made 

political indoctrination the army impossible. Now 
that Khrushchev had criticized Stalin’s policies, criticism 
had become possible Hungary also, and people began 
voice opinions and feelings which they could not express 
before. The political officers longer knew what teach 
how explain political problems. The book which 
had previously been their bible, The Short History the 
Communist Party the Soviet Union, was now obso- 
lete reference source. They began re-evaluate all the 
social and economic teachings the Party. The confusion 
was great that the summer 1956 most the 
cal examinations the military schools had cancel- 
led, since nobody was sure what questions ask and 
whether any particular answer might considered correct 
“the voice the enemy.” the same time there was 
fundamental change the system training. All soldiers 
commenced their daily training program with two hours 
Communist indoctrination. The students put the most 
delicate questions their political officers and maneuvered 


them into ridiculous situations. The political officers were 
demoralized and took part this training very reluctantly. 
Day day growing number political officers, particu- 
larly the younger ones, joined the majority and began 
ridicule this indoctrination. Some them later were 
among the Freedom Fighters and were killed action 
executed the Kadar regime. 

this way, the concessions the Communists made 
the Twentieth Congress affected public morale, 
ticularly that the army, far more than they had antici- 
pated. The regime forgot that the army’s discipline had 
been imposed upon and did not spring from within. 
After all, only discipline that accepted the soldiers can 
endure the major tests disaster. The Communist dis- 
cipline, based terror and false indoctrination, was not 
strong enough save the regime its time trouble. 

September 29, 1956, the country celebrated 
ple’s Army this occasion the bankruptcy 
the regime was revealed ludicrous way. While public 
opinion was openly calling for political liberalization, the 
Party—though sensing its danger—clung stupidly its 
fixed positions. the armed forces the paralysis was 
greatest all. While other spheres public life many 
the people who had been purged the Rakosi regime 
earlier years were now reappointed their former posts, 
the army there were such reinstatements. The gen- 
erals and other high-ranking officers who were recognized 
having been innocent victims Stalinist excesses were 
not allowed back, and thus the army leadership remained 
more Stalinist and Rakosi-ist than the Party itself (where 
men like Kadar and Marosan had been restored posi- 
tions responsibility 

Pretending that was following the trend, the leader- 
ship formally rehabilitated some the ousted officers and 
brought them Budapest for the celebration Army 
Day. These included such men Major General Varihazy, 
former commander the First Division, Major General 
Dr. Reczey, former commander the First Military Dis- 
trict, Major General Dumbovicz, also former commander 
the First Military District, and others. Tailors worked 
night and day make them new uniforms. They were 
given sums money and allowed sit the first row 
the celebration. But when was over they were forced 
return the uniforms and were not restored active 
service. 

incident symbolizing the new spirit among the peo- 
ple, contrasted the desperate improvisations the 
leadership, occurred big reception held the House 
Military Officers Budapest. Many intellectuals and 
other prominent people who had been persecuted 
Rakosi were invited the reception and greeted with 
words praise. One lady, singled out for warm remarks 
political general, rose give her response with huge 
The 
appearance such symbol Communist gathering 
was significant the changes going Hungary. 


golden cross hanging from chain around her neck. 


The success every revolution the history civil- 


The anniversary the Battle Pakozd 1848, when General 
Moga defeated Austrian forces which had invaded Hungary. 


“Hungarian children make friends with soldier the liberating 
Army.” This caption, English, summarized the gist 


long propagandistic piece the illustrated monthly Hungary 


(Budapest), January-February, 1955. 

ization has depended the behavior the army. 
rule, where the army sided with the ancien regime the revo- 
lution lost. 
was overthrown. 


Where sided with the insurgents the regime 
Where the army remained neutral, the 
outcome the struggle depended the strength the 
rebels against the regime’s own police security 
forces. conservative estimate would indicate that proba- 
bly more than 2,000 military personnel actually par- 
ticipated the fighting Budapest. The rest either took 
part all limited their actions distributing arms 
Thus 


cannot said that the army’s intervention turned the 


and helping organize the revolutionary forces. 


tide favor the people. the other hand, its sym- 
pathetic attitude, its failure oppose the Freedom Fight- 
ers. and the active participation small units and in- 


dividual soldiers, the army gave psychological 
impetus the revolutionary forces. 


Educating Revolutionists 


Added to this negative role of the army was the new 


importance the ordinary citizen revolutionary 


Before World 
monopoly the fighting sphere, and few Hungarians 


fighter. the army had enjoyed 
would have dreamt carrying out armed actions inde- 
pendently the military forces. Communists had radi- 
cally changed this attitude the course their political 
indoctrination. They had praised guerilla heroes and in- 
culcated the importance and the glory partisan warfare 
their programs for the sport and para-military organ- 
izations they had taught the use all sorts weapons 
and even partisan military tactics. They 
ise against thei 


the right the masses rise oppressors. 


€ 
a 


The formal 


tionary councils published all parts the country were 


“demands” which the Hungarian revolu- 


very competently written, being almost “professional revo- 
lutionary” style, and this was largely the result 
Communist political training. From the lore the Bolshe- 
vik revolutionary tradition the people had been taught the 
fundamental rules revolution: neutralize the armed 
forces; formulate revolutionary program acceptable 
the majority the “People’s Front” 
keep fighting until final victory; annihilate the se- 
curity police; and occupy the most vital centers 
government such radio stations, telegraph offices and 
ministries. The effect all this indoctrination was 
destroy the old distinction between military people and 
civilians, with the result that the early hours the 
Revolt thousands civilians ran into the streets, found 
weapons and proceeded fight like competent partisans. 
the same time the military personnel, who had received 
the same indoctrination, regarded the Revolt sympathet- 


ically and refused intervene. 


From Demonstration Revolt 


BEGINNING the Revolt the army personnel 
were only the relatively small number of- 
ficers and men stationed Budapest. the invitation 
the university students, uniformed officers from both 
the Zrinyi and Petofi Military Academies attended the 
demonstration October the statue General 
Bem. large number them followed the growing crowd 
marched the Radio Building, and there witnessed 
the first shots directed the crowd the AVH (security 
police). Just after the first salvo, troops the mechanized 
division Piliscsaba were ordered the spot restore 
order. What these soldiers saw when they arrived the 
scene led them disperse, hand over weapons the 
people and join with them the fighting. Their example 
undoubtedly influenced later detachments that were sent 
the spot, inducing them also throw their lot with the 
insurgents. The carefully documented report the United 
Nations Special Committee the Problem Hungary 
describes this moment follows (paragraph 
“In far any one moment can selected the 
turning point which changed peaceable demonstration into 
violent uprising, would this moment when the AVH, 
already unpopular and universally feared their com- 
patriots, attacked defenseless people. The anger the 
crowd was intensified when white ambulances, with Red 
Cross license plates, drove up. Instead first aid teams, 
AVH police emerged, wearing doctors’ white coats. part 
the infuriated crowd attacked them and, this way, the 
demonstrators acquired their first weapons. Hungarian 
forces were rushed the scene reinforce the AVH but, 
after hesitating moment, they sided with the crowd.” 


eyewitness known me, who was first lieutenant 
the army, described this episode the following 
words: 

was associated with the university students long be- 
fore the Revolt. Naturally participated all their 


activities, and went with them the rally the Bem 
statue and then the Parliament building. After the 
speech First Party Secretary Gero, two sound trucks 
arrived the square announcing what had occurred 
the radio station and asking for help. 

went with the crowd the radio station. ap- 
proached the huge edifice the National Museum 
saw the AVH shooting from the park around the Museum. 
were prevented from going further cordon 
AVH troops. Pretty soon the advance guard the mech- 
anized division from Piliscsaba arrived the scene. 
was Battalion No. III. Their commander was Captain 
Sandor Szabo. Then the regimental commander, Lt. Colo- 
nel Janos Solymossy, came up. 

approached the two commanders and gave them 
detailed report, the name the university students, 
about the whole situation and how the first shot had been 
fired the AVH. asked the two commanders whether 
they would back the AVH defend the people. that 
moment the division commander, Colonel 
rived and hurriedly jumped from his car. repeated 
report him before the other two commanders had had 
time answer question. One the commanders cried 
out great excitement, “Those bastards!’ The exclamation 
spoke for itself. meant that even though the commanders 
had not given final decision, least one them sided 
with and not with the AVH. 

“Other units the division soon arrived. Fourteen tanks 
and thirteen cars turned into side street. Seven tanks 
remained the main street (Museum Circle). Seventeen 
large trucks and nine small trucks arrived full infantry 
units and parked the area. All this the AVH troops 
the Museum had not ceased firing. Then Major Gen- 
eral Laszlo Hegyi, Moscow-trained officer who was chief 
the training department the Defense Ministry, ar- 
rived the personal emissary the Defense Minister 
and announced that was taking command the scene. 
The crowd rushed him and, pointing the dead 
and injured, begged him side with the demonstrators 
and fight the AVH. This model graduate the Frunze 
Academy Moscow proceeded utter the usual Commu- 
nist slogans about ‘counterrevolutionary Fascists,’ ‘the peo- 
ple’s power’ and forth. 

“The crowd, fed with slogans this kind, grew 
hostile. 

“The 
first row the crowd and called upon me, former 
subordinate his, hurry for some men and form 


general, becoming frightened, saw 


cordon around him. 

told him, have nothing with these soldiers.’ 

“General Hegyi grew furious and threatened with 
arrest. the meantime ordered another officer form 
the cordon. This young officer gave the order, and then 
the first Communist fiasco occurred. Not single soldier 
obeyed the order. Nobody jumped off the trucks, and those 
already the ground remained stubbornly behind the 
trucks. this point one the three commanders from 
the mechanized division shouted, retain the right issue 
any order fire.’ 


= 


TRAINING Hungarian officers Soviet mili- 
tary institutions began 1948. The candidates, al- 
most always Communist Party members, were selected 
their service commanders and the heads the political 
departments—after screening the security police—and 
given preparatory course the Russian language. 
While the curriculum the Soviet academies varied, 
They 


emphasized specialization, stressed the exact sciences and 


the methods training were basically the same. 


the mechanized aspects warfare, and provided thorough 
Marxist indoctrination. The teaching staffs were usually 
high caliber and considerable professional experience 

even including some former Czarist officers. They dealt 
length with the armed forces the United States, about 


which they were surprisingly well informed. Tuition ex- 


penses, paid the Hungarian government, were high: 
they included salaries and expenses for the students, teach- 
salaries, school equipment and transportation costs. 
addition the Russians charged for services like special 
tutoring, student Czechoslovak 
studying the Soviet Union said that their government 
paid the equivalent railroad locomotive for the tuition 
each officer who completed his studies. 


counseling, etc. 


The foreign officers lived and studied apart from the 
Russians. Their classrooms were better equipped, their 
living quarters more comfortable, and their teachers 
rule more highly qualified than those the Russian 
students. was difficult for the foreigners have any 


contact with Soviet civilians, particularly during the Stalin 


era when they were constantly under surveillance. More- 


over, the civilians knew that foreign friends could easily 
get them trouble; many people were still prison for 
1948. This 
left the Hungarian officers with few social contacts other 


having made friends with Yugoslavs before 


than their Russian military colleagues and the call girls 


This was decisive command. time disorder 
disaster one man’s firm decision, competence and courage 


can governing factor even our modern age. This 


short command showed that there was man the spot 


who knew what was going and dared take responsi- 


bility for the course events. Moreover, the fact that this 


daring and competent first command was directed 


curbing the use weapons against the demonstrators 


showed that the sympathy the army was with the revo- 


lutionists, not with the established regime. This command 


determined the following events the radio station, and 


those events turn determined the course the 
Revolt. 


commander’s behavior influenced the whole 


“The crowd began shout, “Take off your red stars’ 
and not shoot, you are Hungarian patriots 


Hungarian Officers the Soviet Union 


who can found abundantly the Soviet Union. Some- 
times socialized with their teachers, but these were 
more representative Soviet society than the call girls. 


After 


Relations became 


Stalin’s death the situation improved somewhat. 


more human, young officers received 


invitations social functions, and Soviet women were 
even permitted marry officers the Satellite armies. 
After spending several years the USSR the students were 
able, despite restrictions, get some impression the 
real life the Russian people. They saw the hardships 
the workers, the almost incredible housing conditions 
and the true status the national minorities. They also 
gota good idea of the relationship between the people and 
the security police. Nevertheless, when they returned 
Hungary most them were careful speak openly only 
the good things they saw and never said anything un- 
favorable the Soviet Union. 

The Hungarians were well liked and held high es- 
teem. They did well academically, getting the highest 
grades along with their Czech colleagues. public places 
they often encountered people who had spent some time 
Hungary during after the war and who spoke the 
clean cities and villages they had seen there, the relatively 
high living standards, and the pleasant experiences they 
had had. 

graduation the officers were usually given high posi- 
tions Hungary. This was especially true for graduates 
the Frunze Academy for general staff officers and, after 
1954, the 


vanced the institutes. 


Academy which was the 
most cases the Soviet training 
proved quite effective, and their 
home the graduates strove carry out what they had 
learned, some them even attempting outshine the 


The 


Soviet graduates, especially those who had married Russian 


Soviet military advisers their loyalty Moscow. 


women, began form separate caste Hungary. 


worker from the Csepel factory district 


doubt Com- 


munist Party member—jumped forth from the demonstra- 
tors, tore open his shirt and, pointing his bare chest, 
‘Shoot here!’ 


shouted: Several demonstrators cried, “The 
army with us!’ Nearby stood company 


frontier 
guards sent from the central reserves the Frontier Guard 
AVH officer hurried over them, recog- 
nizing that the army units were hesitating and that more 


Command. 


time elapsed there was less chance that they would sup- 
port the AVH. thought that the frontier guard unit, 
being closely linked the AVH, would not dare 
the order to open fire on the demonstrators. He also hope d 


refuse 


that the frontier guards moved 


against the crowd it 
would disperse and then the army units could brought 
under control. The second fiasco occurred when the fron- 


tier guards broke formation, handed over their weapons 


the demonstrators and either joined them changed 
into civilian clothes and disappeared. 

“At p.m. bus arrived from the Csepel 
carrying ammunition and weapons. political officer stand- 
front told his soldier companion: your 


heart tells you, and will side with you.’ This officer was 
killed soon afterward AVH bullet. his sacrifice 
showed that even heavily indoctrinated Communists can 
turn against the system when they are not under strict 


Party control and can act for themselves. 

“Thus the first outbreak violence, intended frighten 
the people Budapest and put end the 
turned out the grave the least 


ior some weeks. 


the Killian Barracks 


ITARY PARTICIPATION the Revolt was scattered and 
developing with the course events 
different quarters the city. For the most part was 
not activity units but individual soldiers 
groups. One the most important actions which 
unit sorts took part was the battle the Killian bar- 
racks. Some officers and officer-candidates had been sta- 
tioned here along with unarmed labor battalion com- 
When 
the Defense Ministry learned that the group was favorable 
the Revolt, dispatched Colonel Pal Maleter, who hap- 
pened Officer the Day the Ministry, take 
over the Killian Barracks. Arriving there with three tanks, 
arrested some the soldiers and Freedom Fighters who 


posed soldiers classed unreliables.” 


had been shooting from the Barracks, but interrogating 
them and realizing that they were not reactionaries” 
decided throw his lot with them. telephoned 
the Ministry and told them his decision. Then, procuring 
additional arms for the “political commit- 
ted his small force violent battle against the Russians 
when they began attack the Barracks. 


The Killian Barracks Ulloi Ut, and narrow street 
across from where the Corvin Block located, became 
the focal center resistance during the first part the 
Revolt. The last important decision the Muscovite group 
the Defense Ministry was made when, October 26-27, 
they prepared launch joint Soviet-Hungarian attack 
against this center. The action was carefully planned, the 
details being drawn Colonel Miklos Szucs the 
General Staff under the supervision the Soviet military 
advisers. Had the attack been carried out successfully, the 
heroic defenders the stronghold would have been an- 
nihilated and the first phase the Revolt might have 
failed. Premier Imre Nagy, who now had attained 
some power action, protested against the plan and in- 
sisted that were carried out would resign his office. 
The Defense Ministry was obliged cancel the action. 
The Soviet troops carried out their part the attack, 
but without the support Hungarian army units they 
were defeated united counterattack from the Barracks 
and the Block. That victory the insurgents was the 
most important series events leading the tem- 


porary success the Revolt and the withdrawal Soviet 
forces from Budapest. 

During the second phase the Revolt, when the ap- 
parent victory was being consolidated, the Killian Bar- 
racks served stronghold public order. When the 
soon became 
clear, from captured Soviet map, that the Corvin 


Russians attacked again November 


Block-Killian Barracks area was considered the most im- 
portant target. (Others were the Zrinyi Military Academy, 
the Petofi Military Academy and the Kossuth Artillery 
Officers’ School.) The concentrated about 400 
guns two groups, one the Rakosi athletic field and the 
other top Gellert Mountain, and from these strategic 


Soviets 


points they poured rain artillery fire the area rem- 
iniscent the siege Berlin during the war. Under this 
onslaught the Killian Barracks fell. 


the Military Schools 


COMMUNIST REGIME had placed its hope the mili- 

tary officer schools insure the loyalty the army. 
The students had been carefully selected and indoctrinated, 
and given every inducement consider themselves po- 
tential members the privileged “new They proved 


“General Istvan Szabo [right] decorates soldiers and officers 
Szabo, Czechoslovak origin, spent many years the Soviet 
Union and proved one the staunchest “Muscovites” the 
Revolt. According the author told one his 


Hungary (Budapest), December 1955 


: 


bitter disappointment during the Revolt. Many the 
officers the two military academies—those who should 
have formed the backbone military action against the 
Revolt—simply left without orders and went home, paying 
attention the progress the Revolt, and stayed there 
until the fighting was over. 

The Zrinyi Military Academy sided body with the 
Revolt. Though the Academy did not take part the 
major fighting, controlled whole district Budapest 
and maintained order it. permitted the organization 
revolutionary committees the district, and even par- 
ticipated them, and the very fact its existence 
dissuaded the Russians from venturing into the area. After 
the withdrawal the Russians extended material and 
technical assistance reconstructing public utilities 
restore the peaceful life the district quickly 
possible. 

Students the Petofi Military Academy had taken part 
the demonstration students October 23, just pre- 
ceding the Revolt, and had marched the statue Gen- 
eral Bem where Peter Veres, Chairman the Hungarian 
Writers’ Union, had read manifesto listing seven 
mands the Hungarian nation.” the night October 
the Revolutionary Military Council the Academy 
broadcast the following declaration: bloody events 
the past few days have proved that have remained 
faithful our October manifesto. Officers and soldiers 
the Academy have supported the legitimate 
demands workers and revolutionary The Petofi 
student body was drawn from the most reliable cadres 
the Party. The declaration this group therefore had 
tremendous political effect other 
military units. 

The students the Dozsa School for infantry and tank 
officers Tata, town miles west Budapest, were 
sent Budapest October 24th help restore order. 
They were stationed along two blocks the Eighth Dis- 
the New York Palace and the Kozert super- 
market building 


where the revolutionary university youth 
were fighting. 


instead silencing the students, the 
cadets sent emissaries them announcing their decision 
not take action against them. 

The Zalka school for communications and engineering 
officers was deployed the defense Party headquarters, 
and even occupied the building. They were ordered 
send out patrols restore order the district. However, 
when the patrols went out they not only refused fight 
against the insurgents, but even joined with them fight- 
ing the Russians. Then they returned headquarters and 
reported that they had been engaged heavy combat 
against the Freedom Fighters. Reports like this, which 
greatly distorted the true situation, were source utter 
confusion the Defense Ministry. 

October the Kossuth and Aron Gabor military 
schools made the following announcement, broadcast 
Radio Budapest: “We have established contact with the 
commander the insurgents the Killian Barracks and 
announce that agree with the program insurgent 
youth, will fight with them for the restoration peace and 


How the Soviets crushed the Hungarian Revolt: 


Alarmed Soviet 
October 23, 1956. 
Beaten Hungarian Freedom Fighters, Soviet troops evacuate 
Budapest October 28. 

From October Soviets pour troops into Hungary. 

Further Soviet troops from Komanian garrisons enter Hungary. 
November two large attack groups Soviet forces are 
formed east Budapest; the previous night all airfields had been 
occupied. 

November the Soviets launch final aggression. 

The Soviets used Czechoslovak territory outflank the Free- 
dom Fighters. 


garrisons Hungary begin aggression 


order. shall not permit bloodshed the 


streets of 
Budapest. demand that Soviet troops evacuate the 
territory Budapest. ask the commander the in- 


surgents take appropriate steps for cease-fire.” 
Sympathy with the Revolt was found even among 
Hungarian officers studying the Soviet Union. No- 
vember when the Revolt seemed victorious, Radio Buda- 
pest broadcast the that Hungarian officers the 
Leningrad Communications Engineering Academy had ca- 


news 


bled that they sided unanimously with the new national 
government and the Revolutionary National Defense Com- 
mittee. “They accept the rightful demands the revo- 
lutionary workers, youth and peasants. They are requesting 


the [government] order them home 


The Class" Abdicates 


The significant 
the bulk the military garrison Budapest 


t consisted of 
students the Thus the sym- 


pathy of these students for the Revolt was enough to ne 


attitudes described above are because 


various military schools. 


tralize the military establishment Budapest. Looking 
further into these attitudes, may ask why the military 
students sided with the Revolt when they belonged 
carefully selected and all 


that in Hungary the “new class” was not vet 


quisites the Communist aristocracy. was 


fully 


as it 1S in the 


esta- 
blished all its social ramifications Soviet 
Union. For example, the Soviet Union the Communist 
ruling class enjoys its privileges family 
the 
son attended officers’ school 


are trained officers also. 


basis. Stalin’s 
Marshal 
fact, most officers’ sons 


Ministers and 


son was general force. 


The sons of 
Party Secretaries attend the 


officials themselves. 


universities and become high 


Hungary, however, privileged 


\ . 
5 I>, 
‘ 
| 


worker army officer went home visit his parents 


he te und dreadful misery there. The son ol a peasant, re- 
turning home, heard nothing but bitter voices complaining 
exploitation. The Hungarian army, being more less 
army the people, was continually exposed the sen- 
among the masses. Since the 


timents prevailing 


were fundamentally 


hostile the Communist system, the 
army could not effective defense the system but 
was bound to be antagonistic to it. 

Revolt would 


account the army’s role the 


not complete without some mention the military 
Military study and drill 


were compulsory for all university students and took 


instructors the universities. 


great deal their time. They were required take 
even more intensive training during their summer holi- 
days. These exercises were burdensome that one the 


Revolt was for the 
compulsory military training the univer- 


student demands the time the 


abolition of 
their training did not 
with the 


young officers who served their instructors, and accept- 


sities. But the students’ dislike 


prevent them 


innumerable 
ing them all their social activities. consequence many 
these officers became involved the events lead- 
ing the Revolt. During the Revolt some them 
were elected the revolutionary committees the stu- 
dents, and several them played leading roles the 
course events. 

enough, some the best fighting groups 
the Revolt consisted these university students under 
the leadership competent young officers. 
highly intelligent organized. most 


the Budapest universities and schools these groups ex- 


They were 
fighters, and well 
isted units regimental size, and one university had 
well-organized brigade complete with artillery, armored 
troops and other essential units. Thus the regime, far from 
strengthening itself with all this military training, had pre- 
sented the insurgents with militia composed the most 
revolutionary elements the population, the students, and 
was these educated fighters who struck the most effective 


bk WS AVA 


inst Communism. 


the Provinces 


rHAN the Hungarian army was 
stationed not Budapest but the provincial towns. 
Except few special areas the army’s role 
tically neutral, i.e., the major units remained their bar- 
racks and took part all the Revolt. This was 
great value, since the lack military 
mitted the revolutionary councils come the fore and 
The “neu- 
the army the provinces was simple conse- 


begin organizing new civil administration. 


quence the fact that most the country there was 
fighting. When the Revolt seemed winning 
most the Communist Party secretaries and 
security police officers fled from their provincial offices. 
With their disappearance the Communist administration 
simply ceased exist. Nobody restrained the people from 


electing democratic leadership, dissolving collective farms, 


opening the political prisons and, general, establishing 
democratic regime the provinces. Since the revolu- 
tionary demands were achieved peacefully, there was 
need for action the armed forces, and thus the army’s 
was really only sympathetic acceptance 
the new democratic regime. 

Army units Gyor and Miskole threw their lot with 
the local revolutionary councils, and the same happened 
other parts northern and western Hungary. Many 
the smaller units the northern part the country 
simply disintegrated the news the Revolt, the soldiers 
going off their own see what was happening their 
home towns, or, that was too far, neighboring towns. 
many cases these footloose soldiers volunteered work 
with councils the same area. Vac the officers the 
regiment went home and left their men without 
there was nothing going the area and 
presently the soldiers followed the example their officers 
and also went home. Generally speaking, this gives rough 
picture the military situation northern and western 
Hungary, the area controlled the corps headquarters 
Szekesfehervar. 


signal 


southern Hungary the picture was 
The corps headquarters Kecskemet remained 
very hostile the Revolt, mainly because the attitude 
the corps commander, General Lajos Gyurko, 
divisional commanders.* But the division Bekecsaba, part 
the Kecskemet corps, sided with the Revolt and at- 
tempted organize revolutionary council following the 
example the northern towns. 


mixed. 


was prevented from 
doing the intervention Soviet troops the area. 


The Struggle for Military Control 


THE FIRST DAY the Revolt the Ministry De- 
fense practically lost control over the army. The com- 
munications system linking the Ministry 
throughout the country could not depended on, and 
the soldiers themselves were clearly unreliable. While the 
line officers and some the staff officers either supported 
the Revolt remained neutral, the Muscovite element 
the central military leadership did all its power com- 
bat the Revolt. The loyalty this group the Soviets 
was the consequence two factors. There were still many 
Soviet “advisers” the Defense Ministry and the corps 
headquarters who were able direct the actions these 
bodies even though they had similar control over the 
troops. Moreover, all the key positions the Ministry and 
the corps headquarters were occupied Hungarians who 
had been trained Moscow; these had been drawn from 


Lajos Gyurko had been worker. After the war became 
Party Secretary Gyongyes, where went far declare his 
region Soviet workers and peasants the Russian style. 
was the cruelest and most feared Communist leader this area 
until 1948, when joined the army lieutenent colonel. Later 
graduated from the Academy Moscow. During 
the Revolt ordered two jet fighters strafe some demonstrators 
village near Szolnok. His staff was furious this brutality 
that Gyurko had flee the Russians, with whom returned 
November The Kadar regime appointed him the “Military 


Council” set purge the army its 
elements.” 


Part the Corwin Block Budapest which, together with the Killian Barracks, was center resistance during the Revolt. 


Free Europe Press Photo 


the so-called and had every reason 
remain loyal the Party because had made them what 
they were. One these key figures was Major General 
Bela Szekely. Formerly the Deputy Secretary-General 
the Peasant Party, had simultaneously been Com- 
munist agent and was rewarded for his services spy 


the rank Major General the army. 

Another key man was Gyula Uszta, who had been 
partisan Russia during the war. His remarkably low 
intelligence was well known even among the rank and file, 
but trustworthy Communist had risen regimen- 
tal commander, division commander, commander 
and finally army commander. Several times was scolded 
Defense Minister Farkas for his scandalously primitive 
orders, and once had answered Farkas follows: 


corps 


“Comrade Minister, have told you several times that 
intellectual capacities are not high enough for this im- 
portant position. too stupid for this job. beg you 
please release from this post and give some work 
that capable doing.” 

This was typical Communist self-criticism, and who 
exercises knows that his best defense against attack. 
who acknewledges that the Party has appointed him 
position beyond his deserts, admits that his job 
depends not himself but the Party, thus strengthens 
himself. Uszta knew this and won. Shortly afterward 
was sent high military school Moscow. now 
Deputy Minister Defense the Kadar regime. 


Istvan Szabo, Deputy Minister the time the Revolt 


and chief the personnel department, was Czechoslovak 
citizen who had emigrated Moscow 1938. had 
told the 
following story his behavior the day Hungary declared 
war the Soviet Union 1941: 


been director Soviet munitions factory. 


“The workers factory were shocked, 
they considered Hungarian they began avoid me. 
asked the Party Secretary explain situation the 
next meeting. did, and told the workers: not 
Hungarian, citizen Czechoslovakia and above 


But this denial his Hungarian nationality did not pre- 
vent him from becoming Deputy Defense Minister Hun- 
garys government. the light this, not surprising 
that his actions during the Revolt were all the interest 
the Soviet Union. was people this ilk who com- 
prised the top army leadership October 1956. 
the purpose the Defense Ministry during the 
October the Radio announced the appointment 
Lt. General Karoly Janza the Defense Minister. 


However, his first order the army was: hereby order: 


fundamental change occurred the leadership 


Revolt. 
new 


Armed units continue their unceasing liquidation 
all nests armed resistance and restore Units 
alert increase their vigilance and prepare for bat- 
tle; Previous orders remain force.” Janza believed 
that time that the situation could resolved the 
use of force. Very soon he and the other Muscovite leaders 


came see that the Revolt was and simu- 


Q 


lated change attitude. They began voice patriotic 
slogans, hurried replace their Communist insignia with 
national insignia and even signed some the revolution- 
ary manifestoes. never believed their sincerity, and 


ike 


attempted changes that would isolate them. 


The Revolution Organizes 


October 
National Defense Committee. 


the insurgent forces organized the Rev- 
The stated aim, 
approved the legal government Imre Nagy, was: 
“To organize new armed forces from the army, police, 
workers and youth, and this means re-establish do- 
The 
Committee was given formal power direct and control 
all 
the government because the unreliability the Ministry 
Defense. 
the Ministry, feeling that this would produce little 


mestic peace and prepare the way for free elections. 


the armed forces. asked for this authority from 


did not want waste time reorganizing 


and instead hastily began building our own revo- 
lutionary headquarters. hoped that this would soon 
become the real authority over the army. However, this 
left double chain authority—the Committee one 
hand and the Ministry Defense the other, both em- 


the same time gain much control over the 


powered direct the armed forces 


could. Therefore, October 30, the representa- 
tives several upper army echelons, military academies 
and military schools established the Revolutionary Council 
the Army effort control the central leadership. 
Unfortunately some unreliables like Major Generals Va- 
radi, Kana, etc., were allowed the Committee. 
The however, were the side the Revolt and 
was elected chairman that Committee well 
the Revolutionary National Defense 

managed through this Council strike one impor- 
tant blow the Muscovites the Defense Ministry. Our 
first announcement, carried Radio Budapest 
afternoon October 30, had this say: “We have dis- 
missed from command posts those sectarian forces which 
tried turn back the clock. Major Generals Lajos Toth, 
Jeno Hazi and Ferenc Hidvegi and Lt. General Istvan 
Szabo have been removed. The Revolutionary Council 
the Army has decided disarm immediately those se- 

[We] 
join the Army.” This was 
courageous decision, sound policy quickly carried out. 


curity police formations still bearing weapons. 
appeal frontier 


led hope that similar decisions could imple- 
mented until the leadership the army had become 
thoroughly democratic one. Our next move was call 
for screening committee that would have the power 
reinstate some forty officers and generals democratic 
background who had been ousted from the army the 
Rakosi regime, and appoint them their previous posts. 
hoped that this would lay the basis for democratic 
control the army. 


Communist Attempts Sabotage 


Our plans were more less perfect, and had been 


given time enough carry them out they would have been 
effective. But the five six days were allowed until 
the second Russian aggression turned out too few 
for such thoroughgoing reform. The Muscovite element 
was able retain enough influence the army neu- 
tralize many our actions. For example, the Chief 
Staff was able, before gained control over the General 
Staff, change the deployment troops Budapest, 
which October had been highly satisfactory for the 
purpose defending the new government and resisting 
any further Russian attack. issued order moving 
them new positions and changing their assignments, 
precipitating controversy which lasted the return 
the Russians, though did our best restore 
after winning control the General Staff. 


Another act sabotage the was their 
division Budapest into two military zones, move which 
they were able get accepted even Imre Nagy. One 
zone covered the inner city, where armed units were 
maintain order under command, while the other con- 
sisted the outer defenses under the command Colonel 
Andras Marton. When tried move new forces into 
the outer defenses the Muscovites were able create 
much confusion that considerable part the new troops 
never reached their designated positions. 

Seeing this confusion, acted capacity chair- 
man the Revolutionary Defense Committee and Mili- 
tary Commander Budapest set alert system 
Budapest, assigning the troops under command 
series defense lines from the outskirts the city 
inward. intention was prepare defense depth, 
starting the outskirts, which would enable stand 
off the Russians for least one two days. thought 
this would time enough give limited chance 
maneuver and, other solution were possible, allow 
the government flee into exile and continue its activity 
abroad. assure the latter possibility made prepara- 
tions for the defense Budaors Airfield, ordering infantry, 
artillery and anti-aircraft batteries that area. 

Many our efforts were vain because the contin- 
ued existence the pro-Soviet group the Ministry. 
addition very important maneuver was carried out 
the Soviet high command Moscow preparation for 
their second intervention. Some high Hungarian officers 
who were Moscow the time were sent back Buda- 
pest with special Soviet military plan. The Muscovites 
Budapest managed put them into key positions. 
Major General Pal Ilku was given command the poli- 
tical department the army. Major General Uszta was 
made liaison officer with the Soviet embassy and with the 
Soviet military headquarters Hungary. Others who 
were rushed from Moscow included Major General 
Borbas and Colonel Feher. They were the top spies for 
the Soviet armed forces, and after the crushing the 
Revolt they were elevated commanding positions under 
the Kadar regime. 

Despite this, the revolutionary leadership was well or- 
ganized and gradually strengthened its control the situ- 
ation both politically and militarily. The new men were 


“Hussars traditional uniform the April Day’) 
parade.” Stalin’s picture looms the background. 


Hungary (Budapest), April 1955 


democratic and wanted nothing other than, subject the 
legal government, maintain public order 
for general elections that would usher the democratic 
social and economic system demanded the Revolt. This 
leadership’s control grew day day, until the last 
hours before the second Soviet aggression there was not 
single death from violence anywhere Budapest—a 
significant fact the twelfth day bloody revolution. 
Had not been for the massive Soviet intervention, the 
pro-Soviet elements would never have been able regain 
control; the contrary, their influence and capacity for 
sabotage diminished with every passing day. 
circumstances, 


Under 


course, could have withstood the 


second Soviet onslaught. 


End the Revolt 


HUNGARIAN REVOLT had been transformed into 
war independence when, its second day, Soviet 
armored invaded 


internal 


divisions 
affairs 


Freedom Fighters 
armed resistance. The first phase the war ended with the 
armistice October 28. October Mikoyan and 
with the express authorization him- 
self (the telephone discussion was tape-recorded) signed 
agreement promising that Soviet forces would evacuate 
Hungary. November mixed committee the Hun- 
garian and Soviet met 
technical problems the withdrawal, and the parley con- 
tinued into the night. But after this promise and pretense 
the Soviets launched second attack early the morning 
November Premier Nagy went the microphone 
and announced: “Today daybreak Soviet troops at- 


army commands 


tacked our capital with the obvious intent overthrowing 
the legal democratic Hungarian government. Our troops 


are 


The troops were indeed combat, against open at- 
tack the Soviet Union independent country. 
would take another article describe this war inde- 
pendence, and shall therefore limit myself few re- 
marks. 

Our troops consisted army units and the new armed 
forces born the Revolt: the Hungarian National Guard. 
In the absence of Defense Minister Pal Maleter, who had 
been arrested by the Soviet authorities the previous night, 
the headquarters the National Guard was shifted from 
the center Budapest the mountains the western 
part the city, where previously prepared headquarters 
already existed. From this point 
tary headquarters—-we 


the only central mili- 
attempted some general direction 
and coordination the fighting. The staff and line troops 
this headquarters later fought bitter battle with Soviet 
jet planes, tanks, artillery and infantry near the suburban 
village Nagy-Kovacsi November 13. The anti-aircraft 
high command ordered its forces join the combat, and 
several parts the country their units carried out 
effective defense. The anti-aircraft commander Sztalin- 


(Dunapentele 


organized the workers this indus- 
fight coordination with his anti-aircraft 


units, and later was hanged the scene the 
regime. 


trial 


fierce tank battle was fought the eastern and west- 
ern outskirts Budapest between Soviet armor and ele- 
ments of the Piliscsaba mechanized division, in which both 
sides suffered heavy losses. The Freedom Fighters Csepel 
Island Budapest, those the area northeast 
Hungary, those the Gyor-Tata area northwest Hun- 
gary, and those the Mecsek Mountains the south, 
fought long and effective defensive action cooperation 
took the Soviets several weeks 
wipe out all resistance and reduce Hungary the status 
colony. 


with regular army units. 


Conclusion 


concluding may note that never the history 


Hungary had any devoted 


had 
government. Never had any army enjoyed such privileges 
had the Army.” 


much the 


resources the the Communist 


army 
Never had any foreign 
exercised such direct control over the Hungarian armed 
forces had the Soviet The fact that the Hun- 
garian army proved unreliable after such investment 
that ready to 
die for Communism they had any alternative. The Sovi- 
ets cannot count on the loyalty of Hungarian soldiers, and 
very probably this true all the other Satellites. The 
USSR, with population 200 million, attempting 


Union. 


demonstrates Hungarian soldiers were not 


control more than 100 million people its Satellites, and 


believe that this unfavorable ratio from the stand- 


point of Soviet military power. Che Satellites obviously add 


nothing Soviet war potential but consume instead 


considerable quantity Soviet resources keeping them 


pacified. Consequently think the Soviet Union would 


stronger position withdrew from those countries 
and let them determine their own 


Strike Poland: 


“The Demands Were 


From Glos Pracy (Warsaw), Sept. 18-19, 1957 


radical shift policy, Polish Party leader Gomulka 
made clear April that the regime longer 
permit even that limited degree industrial freedom which 
Poles have enjoyed since October 1956. Previously 
Poland, nowhere else the area, workers had been per- 
mitted express their dissatisfaction series strikes 
stoppages, sympathetically reported the press; 
below example. 


and work 


meeting the working crews attended representa- 
tives the Ministry Heavy Industry, the Central Ad- 
ministration Precision Instruments, the Central Adminis- 
tration the Metal Worker’s Union, the Bydgoszcz Provin- 
cial Committee the PZPR [Communist Party], and the 
Grudziadz town PZPR Committee. Although almost 
month has passed since the 24-hour strike the working 
crew Plant No. the Pomeranian Iron Foundry and 
Enamelling Factory Mniszek near Grudziadz, the meet- 
ing aroused enormous interest. 

The modest hall furnished with simple benches and 
platform, pompously called “The House Culture the 
Pomerania Iron Foundry and Enamelling Factory Mnis- 
the workers. They referred the strike with certain em- 
barrassment. But, justify it, they were prompt add: 
certainly let the thieves and manipulators eat 
our [The bonus question apparently 

Questions which bothered were not clarified what 
was said the meeting. It’s true that his report the 
results the Commission’s investigation, Comrade Szablew- 
ski, the director the Central Administration, pointed out 
errors commission and omission the fields supply, 
distribution and transportation. stated that over tons 
coal had been stolen. That some exhibits from the Poz- 
nan Fair were sold private persons reduced 
prices. That the half-year inventory revealed deficit 
1,194,000 zloty, and surpluses 743,000 zloty, which was 
incontrovertible proof the chaos prevalent the ware- 
house. This, course, not complete list the facts 

order understand the motives for the Grudziadz 
strike have back October the 
Polish thaw crystalized Gomulka’s assumption power]. 
Not, course, prove that “October was guilty,” but be- 
cause the hopes cherished the workers connection with 
the changes introduced their establishment that time 
did not, unfortunately, come true. result “Octo- 
ber,” the enterprise director, Kozlowski, who was hated 
the working crew and who, was proved, was guilty 
many had leave. accord with the 
working wish his place was taken veteran 
worker, Wladyslaw Widomski, former head the pump 


annual bonus.” 


department. appeared, however, that although the “em- 
was gone, former director Kozlowski’s “generals” 
remained. Comrade Widomski alone was not able instill 
order into the much-entangled economy his predeces- 

The factory council set the end [1956] 
also failed fulfill the hopes the working crew. Al- 
though was open secret that things inside the factory 
looked bad, that the theft and chaos supply, distribution 
and transportation were simply ruining the enterprise, the 
workers’ council, which the workers had expected really 
administer the enterprise, did not even once analyze these 
matters. did not all take into consideration the fact 
that proper working conditions should introduced into 
these departments order obtain strict control the 
economy. also made decisive move dismiss dis- 
honest workers from their jobs and hand them over 
the prosecutor. 

the beginning August the foundry work- 
ing crew called upon the administration clear the 
question thefts, and accused indulgence toward the 
culprits. They also demanded better organization work, 
pointing out the delays the deliveries raw materials, 
this atmosphere, August 13, p.m., that is, 
after the end the first shift, the working crew rallied 
attend the meeting which the factory council 
was deliver report the work the previous half- 
year. The fact that the workers attached great importance 
such general meeting was indicated the fact that 
even those who were supposed work the second shift 
expressed their desire attend the meeting; permission 
for this was granted. 

“After the report the discussion All who 
took part spoke about the disorder prevailing the factory. 
They bitterly stressed the fact that theft and fraud were 
tolerated the administration. They demanded that 
thieves and manipulators punished. They demanded 
that the administration pay workers proper share the 
money derived from the reduction overhead costs. They 
called for the introduction better work organization, for 
the elimination bottlenecks the flow work. Finally, 
they expressed their surprise that representatives the 
Central Administration, Citizens’ Militia, Justice Ministry 
and the higher Party organs had not appeared the meet- 
ing. 

certain point, the factory council’s secretary asked 
the workers the second shift return work. The 
workers then asked whether they would paid for the 
three hours they had spent the meeting. The negative 
answer given the chief engineer, Zygmunt, had the 
effect spark powder barrel. Angered and embit- 
tered the lack reaction their demands, the workers 
decided stop work until the higher economic and Party 
organs had fully clarified the situation prevailing within the 
enterprise. 

The next day i.e., August 14, representatives the Min- 
istry, the Central Administration, Central and Provincial 
Committees the PZPR [Communist Party], and the 
Central Administration the Metal Worker’s Union, came 


: 


Grudziadz. Direct conversations with workers, on-the- 
spot clarification some controversial matters and the set- 
ting-up joint commission composed Party, govern- 
ment and union representatives investigate the correct- 
ness the workers’ demands liquidated the incident. 
the same day, p.m., the workers went back work. 

was rather unusual strike. was not based any 
such unrealistic demands those behind many recent 
strikes our country, but just, well-founded demand 
for the introduction good order into the economy the 
enterprise, and for the elimination theft and fraud. This 
fact leads many unpleasant reflections and conclusions. 

First all, the vital question: would have been all 
possible prevent the strike? All the workers talked 
this subject after the September meeting maintained 
follows: “If our words had been treated with appropri- 
ate respect and understanding certainly would not have 
taken that extreme measure. Under the circumstances, 
however, were highly indignant that our demands and 
problems vital importance the enterprise met with the 
complete indifference those who could and should deal 
with these 

Then who responsible for the strike? this there 
only one answer: the bureaucratic administration the 
enterprise and its supervisory organs the Central Ad- 
ministration. Furthermore, great share the blame falls 


“Like master, like man.” 
Szpilki (Warsaw), June 10, 1956 


Executives and bureaucrats: 


the factory committee the PZPR [Communist 
and the workers’ councils which systematically ignored 
workers’ demands for the elimination disorder and theft 
and for the introduction order within the enterprise. 

the Central Administration, rendered consider- 
able both maintaining atmosphere unrest 
among the workers and tolerating the chaos that had 
prevailed the enterprise for many years. will suf- 
ficient mention here that during the last ten years the 
Central Administration changed the director the enter- 
prise six times; that although inspectors and examiners from 
the Central Administration frequently went Grudziadz 
look unto the various aspects the enterprise’s economy, 
not one them ever called attention the facts theft, 
fraud and trickery which were only too well known all 

Quite typical, also, was the conflict between the working 
crew and the Central Administration about the bonus con- 
nected with the reduction overhead costs the first two 
quarters 1957. mentioned before, this was consid- 
erable factor the growing dissatisfaction the workers. 
According the estimate the enterprise, the share owed 
[by the Central the factory fund was 
1,572,000 zloty. This figure was questioned the Central 
Administration, which sent out inspector; estimated 
the factory fund share 431,000 zloty, which 86,000 
zloty was distributed the working crew. This 
aroused great indignation among the workers. After the 
strike, the Central Administration its previous 
estimate, increased the factory fund share and decided that 
290,000 zloty should distributed the workers. This 
“bargain” indicative the level which the Central 
Administration carried its work and its attitude toward 
the working crew the Grudziadz enterprise. 


Let now consider the role the [Party] factory com- 
mittee and the worker’s council. 


The latter was rela- 
tively less guilty, and was the subject the least number 
objections from the workers. must admitted that 
only the workers’ council was not afraid speak directly 

The role played the factory committee was dif- 
ferent. Leaving aside the fact that the committee used the 
old methods which drew dividing line between the inter- 
ests the Party and the workers, worth while add 
that instead trying arrive thorough analysis 
the situation leading the events August and draw 
conclusions from this—to say the les- 
son, deemed proper impose Party punishments upon 
many Party members, without first giving them chance 
explain their motives. many cases Party punishment was 
imposed workers who were vacation the time. 
wonder that workers have been crushed fear, that they 
are afraid express their opinions freely, that many 
those who were punished feel that they were wronged. And 
what most significant: the political leadership the 
enterprise—the [Party] factory committee—is absolutely 
unaware its own role permitting the growth at- 
mosphere which the workers resorted such unfor- 
tunate, improper form protest the strike. 


Khrushchev and the Morning After 


Returning from his recent jaunt through Hungary, Soviet Party and government 
boss Nikita Khrushchev spoke Moscow, April 10, the subject the Hungarian 
Many experts who monitored the speech agree that the Soviet 
delivered it; mumbled, stumbled, 
rambled, bumbled, interjected odd, stray thoughts, emitted incomprehensible sound- 
patterns, 


cen 


past and future. 
leader was immoderately drunk when 


and general gave astonishing portrayal man whose higher 
have been inundated vodka. (He claimed had sore throat.) The next 
lay, Pravda (Moscow) printed the speech; the printed version, however, duplicated 
the spoken only sentences. For the rest, Pravda practically rewrote it. addi- 
tion cleaning the confusions and aberrations, Pravda omitted whole segments 


that were politically significant. omitted, for example, references 
Hungarian ex-Premier Rakosi 34), omitted his reference the 


fer 


(see page 


“organized which Hungarians 


and much else. 


spoke 


Below are extracts from speech (Radio Moscow, 


dragooned into where 


April 10), fol- 


lowed, italics, version the same paragraphs. The three dots 
the spoken version not indicate omissions, but either prolonged pauses 


sounds. 


MEETING which was convened April Buda- 


pest, well, Muscovites are accustomed and 
the saying goes, 
Budapest, 
brought the people out organized way and very 
think that there were more. about 500,000 


people there 


have seen lot, but the people 
comrades, speak, might argue that they 


The meeting which took place April Budapest 
produced great and ineradicable impression us, al- 
meetings and, the saying goes, have seen lot. 
Approximately 500,000 people came the festive meeting 
honor the 13th anniversary the liberation Hun- 
gary from the Hitlerite inz 


though are accustomed such immense 


aders. 


. the 
correspondents the bourgeois newspapers were par- 


ALSO Sztalinvaros because know that. 
ticularly hoping that the Soviet delegation would not 
made welcome, speak, the Hungarians, and that 
there would world-wide scandal. Comrades, there was 
world-wide scandal for those who had instigated the 
Hungarian affair, this episode was very, was, all 
understand, are members the Party, are revo- 
lutionaries but comrades had not given our assistance 
our Hungarian brothers, would have disgraced our- 
selves the eyes the revolutionary forces the working 
class! (applause 


The same thing happened Sztalinvaros and the 
other towns and villages Hungary which visited. 


knew that the correspondents the bourgeois papers 


would our tour special twist, apparently hoping that 
the Soviet delegation would unwelcome among the 
Hungarians, and that there would world-wide scandal. 
And fact, comrades, there was world-wide scandal, 
not for us, but for those who instigated the murky anti- 
popular deeds Hungary. 

understood course that among certain section 
the Hungarian population there was unpleasant after- 
taste from the events autumn 1956. When taking the 
decision that time give aid the 
Worker-Peasant Government, the class and the 
toilers Hungary, Communists and 
understood what this step meant. But comrades, our aid 
was given the Hungarians, our brothers. had 
not given this aid would have disgraced ourselves the 
eyes the whole working world, would have disgraced 
ourselves the eyes the revolutionary forces the 
working class (stormy 


revolutionaries 


between classes the time acute class struggle are 
difficult position and therefore our day perhaps 
committed, speak, more errors because were the 
first begin, and now years have elapsed and now 
becomes clearer 
more attentively 
sharp transition occurs revolutionary coup 
the working class, when power transferred the 
working class and the exploitation man eliminated. 


that must treat this category 
and more sensitively, that during such 


The intellectuals are intermediate stratum between 
the basic classes. time acute class struggle they are 
difficult position. our day, perhaps committed 
many errors our work with intellectuals. After all, 


were the first begin Socialist revolution, had 
experience Socialist construction. After years the 
Soviet regime now becomes clearer that must 
treat the intelligentsia during sharp transition period— 
the break-up State system such takes place 
result revolutionary coup—more attentively and more 


What happened Hungary the fault 
Rakosi and others. What fact, what—you see— 
kind leaders are these? Now still offended, because, 
years prison, that for the cause the working class 
and did good job one time and the Hungarian 
working class gave him his due for it. For you are pro- 
moted the working class, you know you 
its hopes! How could argue this if, comrades, judge 
for yourselves, Rakosi was the leader, for after all 
spent five years prison, came out prison and when 
became First Secretary mean, what then? 
The Hungarian Socialist Workers’ Party successfully 
correcting mistakes committed the former leadership 
the Party. And these mistakes, well known, are many. 


y OL SEE, 


organized, the Party was disorganized. That what 
Kadar and other comrades told me. You understand, 
said, the difficult position that our Party members, the 
Hungarian working people, the workers and peasants were 
in. said Party members would speak, that Rakosi and 
then Rakosi would disappear. 


THE working class was disorganized, dis- 


Gero would speak, and 
would say one thing, Losonczy would speak and say some- 
thing totally different! And both them are from the 
Party, well then the distortions which were committed 
were all used the counterrevolutionaries, that against 
the working class, against Socialism. 


was told Comrade Kadar and other friends 
the difficult position which the working people Hun- 
gary found themselves when the revisionists raised 
heads with impunity. The First Secretary the CC, Gero, 
would say one thing; Losonczy, the revisionist member 
the CC, would say another. Both would speaking 
behalf the Party. Who should believed, who should 
followed—this was the question not only for non-Party 
workers and peasants but also for members the Party. 
This only one instance which describes the atmosphere 


utilized the counterrevolutionaries raise insurrection 
against the people’s regime. The former Hungarian leader- 
ship, which committed gross mistakes legality 
and repressions against honest workers, looked the other 
way while the enemies Socialism were organizing their 
conspiracy against the people. 

All the mistakes which were committed Hungary were 
used the counterrevolutionaries against the 
class and against Soctalism. 


working 


There once was man who, the saying 
Marxism-Leninism 
but understood this, when they frightened him say- 
ing these people were Communists. Then, you know, 
remember magazine called Russian Wealth, published 
Korolenko the following scene was described: cer- 
tain Karangozov had written decrees for the Czar his 
own blood, and described, comrades, wrote, that 


understands nothing about 


described, how the Czar, speak, was prisoner 
the nobility and how the peasants should help free the 
Czar and would give them land. Then there was 
peasant rising and his description, that is, was Pol- 
tava province, where there were large-scale risings, the 
Czar ordered the priests mobilize and hold dis- 
cussion with the peasants, would convince the Czar 
that such decrees and orders should not issued, that 
this would sedition. Then describes the following 
episode, the priests argued that the peasants were talking 
sedition, the Czar would not sign. The peasants replied: 
you know, father, ourselves know that the Czar did 
not sign this decree, but what done when want 
such decree? 

The decree which enabled them take the land from 
the landowners pleased them. And so, dears, when you 
frighten people with Communists and Communism, and 
when you point the USSR and then people come here 
and see us, you understand they very much want come 
here, they think that this manner question 
who cheating whom, they think have our own cus- 
toms, shall open the doors, more people will come and 
then they will say: Look, this Communism, this the 
Soviet Union! What fools were not see this earlier! 


This what need, this exactly what need! 
(applause 
[The whole this passage, which its muddled way 


suggests that Khrushchez would ltke nore travel to the 
Union because convinced its propagandist 
effect on visitors from the 


the Pravda 


world, ts eltminated from 


j 


crowd Budapest, April being addressed Soviet Premier Khrushchev during his visit Hungary. The large number 
men uniform scattered throughout the crowd are police (circles added some police foreground.) Such inadvertent glimpses belie 


the regime claims unfettered popular enthusiasm. 


Photo from Erdekes Ujsag Budapest), April 12, 1958 


Current 
Developments 


Area 


Yugoslav-Soviet Bloc Controversy 


Once again dissidence rent the Communist once 
again Yugoslavia was the target 
Soviet Union the van the attack. But this year, unlike 
Communist China, quickly 


disillusioned with post-Stalinist 


1948, there were new elements: 


vealed a virulence against the far-distant heretic State 
exceeding even that the Soviets: and 
Poland—hedged between the land mass the USSR and 
the 385,000-man Soviet occupation force East Germany 


struggled desperately maintain its own shadow the 
Yugoslav regime’s fuller measure autonomy. 


Before the Congress 


The conflict began with the draft program prepared for 
the Seventh Congress the Yugoslay League Com- 
munists and circulated throughout the bloc well advance 
the Congress’ opening date, April 22. First indications 
that the document was unacceptable the Communist 
hierarchy came with the Soviet withdrawal, April its 
previously announced decision send official delega- 
tion the 
sador 


instead, the Soviet Ambas- 
was instructed attend the Congress 
observer. All other Communist States duplicated this 
Soviet move, and the Yugoslavs began make revisions 
their draft program. The unsatisfactory extent these 
changes was first made public April the Soviet 
Party theoretical organ, Kommunist 


Moscow). The jour- 
nal denounced the Yugoslavs for, among other things, their 
alleged claims monopoly the international propaga- 
tion the Communist faith and their refusal 


edge the leadership the USSR the Communist world, 
for their thesis that State capitalism might evolve into 
Socialism, and for the fact that the Yugoslavs had equated 
the NATO and Warsaw Pact organizations military 
blocs, rather than as, respectively, offensive and defensive 
alignments. Only this latter point had the Tito regime 
given substantial ground, but the Soviets were not satisfied. 
(For full text article, see Texts and Docu- 
ments. 

Between April and 23, all the Communist countries 
printed and broadcast the Kommunist article, but did not 
embark rebuttals their own. Only the Poles gave 
full coverage the Yugoslav point view. (For details 
the Polish position throughout the controversy, see 
below.) Important—but not top—regime figures the 
area spoke out, and their comments were condemnatory 
but not vituperative. Czechoslovakia, for example, 
Deputy Premier Kopecky stated that the Party iden- 
tified” with the views expressed the Moscow journal 
(Radio Prague, April 22). Romanian Central Committee 
member Leonte Rautu said the program “is 
contradiction” the tenets Marxism-Leninism (Radio 
Bucharest, April 23, reporting speech delivered the pre- 
vious day). Dimitur Dimov, alternate member the 
Bulgarian Politburo, merely repeated the Kommunist 
criticisms (Radio Sofia, April 22). There was immediate 
official comment Hungary, although that country 
weighed its reportage heavily favor the Soviet stand. 
The Poles published relatively mild editorial 
Party organ, Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), April 23, which 
disagreed with the Yugoslav formulations, but granted the 
Tito regime the right its independence. 

Apparently the USSR had decreed stand far short 
complete rupture relations with Tito throughout the 
period granted him revise the draft program. 


The Congress Convenes 


The Seventh Congress the League Com- 
munists met Ljubljana from April April 26. Presi- 
dent Tito spoke the first day and the last, Vice 
Presidents Aleksandar Rankovic and Edward re- 
spectively, April and April 24. Aside from the 
texts the speeches, the highlight the meeting took 
place when the Soviet and Satellite observers—with the 
highly significant exception Polish Ambassador Henryk 
Grochulski—walked out the middle Rankovic’s de- 
fiant assertions that his country would not accede Soviet 
leadership. words were calm, measured, holding 
out hope future good relations with the bloc. But 
did more retreating, and his characterization 
NATO and the Warsaw Pact were less harmony with 
Soviet policy than the subsequent statements his two 
Vice Presidents. 

Rankovic was forceful and defiant. Kardelj, the leading 
Yugoslav Party theorist, spoke aggressively his col- 
league, but devoted more time discussing Yugoslav 
ideological beliefs. withholding the most anti-Soviet 
passages from the text the speech, distributed before the 
session began, and inserting them during the actual delivery 


the address, prevented the Soviet and Satellite ob- 
servers from repeating the dramatic exit the previous 
day. 

Excerpts from the Tito, Rankovic and Kardelj speeches 
follow: 


Tito Speech 


“Some great powers the postwar era were not particu- 
lar about the means they used achieve the domination 


world. Unfor- 
tunately one the examples such foreign policy was 


over other nations and generally over the 


Stalin’s years-long pressure Yugoslavia. 
“Because Stalin’s rigid and unnecessarily threatening 
foreign policy, the great Western powers, seeing that they 
would not able achieve their aims diplomatic 
means, adopted the view that they would able 
achieve them only from position strength. This was the 
basic reason for the creation the Atlantic pact, for the 
creation the military bloc, 


world domination 


which was intended serve 
the achievement 
strength. 

“The exercised 
special impact this military bloc policy and 
Western emphasized once again 
that this policy the West was also influenced Stalin’s 
rigid policy which led the isolation and weakening 
the USSR’s position the world. 

the United States are 
mutual respect, equality, collaboration, 
ence 


from a position of 


victory the 


must 


with based 


actions which 
violated these principles, they usually stemmed from indi- 
viduals groups but not from the government. 
“Although the the United States 


amounted only four percent our national income, 


internal affairs. there were any 


aid granted 


would incorrect and wrong denied the great im- 
portance the help which received the time when 
needed most. Some people the East wanted 
But facts are 
facts. made concessions political any other 


exploit this for propaganda purposes 


Poles Apart 


munists vivid interest the whole world. 
this interest not always friendly. 
people who investigate which Parties sent delegations 
Ljubljana and which only sent observers and 
what formulations Tito and 
other Parties. this kind 


are 


toward 
built 
hopes for new discord, that 1948 will come again 
The answer brief: are 1958, not 1948.” 


(Express Wieczorny May 1-2, 


REGARD basically correct the criticism 
June 1948 


the Information Bureau 


used 


they 


“interest” 


958 


Communist Parties regard the 


mistakes of 
Communists departing from 
ciples Marxism-Leninism and sinking 


geois nationalism. 
May 1958. 


nade 
ol 


character, nor did anybody that time impose such con- 
cessions On UuS.... 

“Socialism was considered the Stalinist im- 
port article that could develop according one set 
hard-and-fast rules. This [end sentence drowned 
stormy Needless say, this led very grave 
consequences. ... 

“The prac tice of some leaders in countries of the People’s 
Democracy reflected itself temporary crisis Poland, 
and grave situation [Tito corrects grave events 
came about consequence such policy Hungary, 
where they were exploited by counterrevolutionary ele- 
ments for the purpose coup 


occur Socialist country, then ourselves are 
blame. 


“Relations are developing very well and comprehensive 
cooperation being strengthened between Yugoslavia and 
Romania. 


“With Poland are linked very good and friendly 
relations which found their expression joint declaration 
passed during the visit the Party and State delegation 
Yugoslavia 1957. the conversations which were then 
held between the Poles and our delegation, deep mutual 
understanding and identity views the most im- 
portant issues foreign policy, the internal develop- 
ment Socialism our countries, well the 
relation which ought obtain between Socialist countries, 
asserted themselves. 


“Relations with Hungary are improving all the time, 
after conflicts connection with the events that country, 
and today again have mutually advantageous cultural 
and political economic cooperation. Cooperation with 
Czechoslovakia and Bulgaria developing normally the 
economic sphere and regards political and cultural co- 
operation desire that they better than they have been 
before. 


“Relations with Albania are still abnormal, but from 
fault ours. 


“The pressure against Socialist Yugoslavia after 1948 
was undoubtedly the greatest blow to the working class, 
because for the first time since the October revolution 
aroused doubts about the correctness the policy the 
country which throughout that entire period was beacon 
the international workers’ movement. 


“It particularly important that the old forms co- 
operation are being gradually abandoned and that bilateral 


Radio Ljubljana, April 


relations are being adopted. 


Tito closed the Congress with shorter speech, 


tone, but still unbending the major issues: 


“We consider that the negative and incorrect writings 
papers and biased speeches about Yugoslavia some 
Socialist countries cannot represent any 
pect for our future relations. opinion time that 
they understand correctly, that they try understand 
correctly, because can build our firm relations only 
mutual understanding and trust. Any expectation, how- 
ever, matter whom, that shall abandon our prin- 
cipled stands regarding international and domestic ques- 
tions represents only waste time and harmful all 
us.” Ljubljana, April 


Rankovic Speech 

“We are again hearing voices from various sides making 
hardly disguised allusions the effect that are ‘sitting 
two ‘our bowing and scraping before the im- 
order get some their ‘tainted and 
on. They say that only countries the Socialist bloc 
not bow before the imperialists, but pursue inde- 
pendent policy and the policy peace—meaning that 
Yugoslavia, Socialist country which does not belong 
the camp, this very fact bowing and scraping be- 
fore the imperialists and not pursuing independent 
policy policy peace. 

“How absurd that claim! The entire struggle the 
peoples Yugoslavia under the leadership the League 
Communists has been anti-imperialistic one nor 
did they sell out anyone 1948, even when there was 
rattling arms the Yugoslav borders. 

“It seems that the interests some people 
forget unpleasant facts quickly. Com- 
munists had had such flexible spines, they would have bent 
1948 under the powerful pressure the great propa- 
ganda machine turned them from several countries. 
And not only propaganda! Despite this, our Party and 
peoples have not repudiated sold out their revolutionary 
principles. 

“Unfortunately, evident from this that some highly 
responsible people our neighborhood, instead learning 
lesson from the past, are beginning whet the rusty old 
weapons the Cominform again, openly reviving the long- 
discredited charges against the Communists, 
their having departed principles 
Marxism-Leninism, serving the bourgeois, 
forth, while essence initiating policy pressure against 
Yugoslavia, its Socialist institutions and organization. 
this see nothing but absurd and barren attempt 
isolate the League Communists Yugoslavia. 

“We considered, and consider, experience has shown 
thus far, that divergencies ideological nature need not 
affect the friendly development inter-State relations 
general, and especially among countries which are building 
Socialism. Certain natural and necessary differences the 
practice and views the Parties the Socialist countries 
need not cause for the conflicts and impairment 
relations among States and Communist Parties, but should 
incentive for still closer acquaintance and exchange 
experiences.” ‘Radio Ljubljana, April 23. 


Kardelj Speech 


should especially like say few words about co- 
operation between the League Communists Yugo- 
slavia and Communist Parties. self-evident that 
feel solidarity with all Communist Parties all questions 
connected with the defense and the development Social- 
ism and social progress, the strengthening the labor 
movement, and consolidation peace. that respect, the 
League Communists has always been loyal the great 
revolutionary idea proletarian internationalism. 


“We are also bound the other Communist Parties 
the ideology Marxism and Leninism. However, this 
respect the program makes the provision that such coopera- 
tion should rest complete voluntariness and equality, 
that should recognize the exclusive right each indi- 
vidual Party appraise the suitability the ideological 
tactical correctness of this or that action. 
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“When stressing such principles cooperation, are 
guided primarily experience from the past, when one 
organization for mutual cooperation, the Cominform, was 
turned into instrument pressure Yugoslavia. 
Much has changed since then and not claim that 
the same conditions for the repetition such manifesta- 
tions exist today well. 


“However, the contradictions the transitional period 
and the powerful influence the present international 
situation relationships between Socialist countries can 


still source various mistakes and negative tenden- 


cies. 


“We judge the character blocs according their 


2 


they have nothing write about. 


ayev have been told long ago: 


prevents them from writing.” 


really 


thor. 


whole organization system the Communist writers. 
cratization writers, and writers who lack any 


you story about meeting with friend Alexander Fadeyev shortly before his death. asked him similar 
question then. asked him how would answer direct question what Socialist 
‘If someone were ask that question would have answer him all conscience: the 


“It possible that simplified too much that joke. 
that judgment Socialist realism that which for the government the Soviets, 
simple, understandable, artistic language. That not theoretical exposition 


When asked whether considered his own work Sholokhov replied 
that question remember how the Marxist theoreticians increasingly pronounced 
Kulak writer; later became ‘counterrevolutionary’ writer; and recent years 


Former head the Writers’ Union; subsequently killed 


concrete roles under given conditions. that respect, the 
Warsaw Pact—as international factor—will doubt 
have defensive role long the reactionary forces 
the world endeavor exploit the Atlantic Pact and other 
similar organizations instrument the anti-Com- 
munist crusade. [Radio Ljubljana, April 


Scientist Refutes Khrushchev 


Another notable speech heard the Congress was that 
the well-known Yugoslav nuclear scientist, Pavle Savic, 
April 25. “We reject the allegations made certain 
responsible representatives Socialist countries that ‘even 
nuclear war comes Communism will nevertheless 


author “Quiet Flows the Don,” perhaps 

the leading living Russian novelist, has once again spoken out 
with rare and startling frankness sardonic attack 
Communist concepts literature. Sholokhov’s last widely publicized 


outburst had been the Twentieth Congress the Soviet Party 
February 1956. 


There delivered brilliant condemnation the 


| tionship 


with the people but mouth Communist slogans. Among other things, 
told the Congress: Union Soviet Writers has 
3,773 persons armed with pens and possessing literary skill one de- 
gree another. 


a total 


But don’t let this figure alarm you gratify you. 


After all, only be’ substantial force. Actually, large part 
the list authors consists ‘dead 


common knowledge that Leo Tolstoi knew the soul the Rus- 
sian peasant better than any modern writers. 


... Strange may sound, 


Many our present writers, especially many the 


Muscovites, live closed triangle: Moscow, the country cottage, the health resort, and again: the health 
resort, Moscow the country cottage. shameful spend life and talent emptily? 


Writers’ Union has gradually changed from the creative organization which should into ad- 
ministrative organization, and although the Secretariat has industriously held meetings 
have been books. Fadeyev* turned out quite power-loving General Secretary. 


nevertheless, there 
Fad- 


Writers’ Union not military unit and certainly not disciplinary 
Writers must freed from the unnecessary fuss and bustle meetings, 


from evervthing that 


For over two years since this blast, Sholokhov was silent public; indeed, when June 1957 travelled 
Sweden and was interviewed, accompanying Party functionary answered questions for him. This April 
however, visit Czechoslovakia, Sholokhov once again cut loose Zhdanovite and com- 
missars literature. When asked about “Socialist realism” (the officially promulgated literary method which 
the Party line comes first), said: “Theory not field. merely writer. shall tell 


He answered 
+1 


» devil vhat 
devi IOws Wa 


were to answer for myself I would 
ts, that which writt 


but the experience 


that mine was the work 
said that have been 


a 
9 


said, undoubtedly reference the most recent state- 
ments the subject Khrushchev. Savic continued: 
“After the ravages and havoc nuclear war, nothing will 
prosper, Communism least May 1.) 


Hungarian Reaction 


The first Satellite reaction appear official Party 
paper after the Congress was the April article 
Nepszabadsag (Budapest). Written theoretician Adam 
Wirth, member the National Assembly, but not 
well-known Party official, repeated the criticisms Kom- 
munist, but, like the latter, did not revile the Yugoslav 
leaders. The Nepszabadsag article stated that, “even the 
corrected version [of the draft program] contains statements 
with which cannot agree.” The journal continued 
follows: “The text still expresses opposition power policy, 
without conveying whom refers. one place gives 
the impression that not only the imperialists but also the 
USSR power policy after World War II. The role 
the forces outside the Socialist bloc the defense 
peace is, the modified text too, evaluated more positively 
than the role the united Socialist forces. 
ception class attitude again obscured.” 

Another passage Nepszabadsag recalled the October 
1956 Revolt, and Yugoslavia’s belated approval the 
present regime: 


this con- 


“Imperialist intrigue must not underestimated, par- 
ticularly after the counterrevolutionary attempt Hun- 
gary. could hardly argued that counterrevolutionary 
victory Hungary would not have represented 
great danger for Yugoslavia. true that without the 
dogmatic and sectarian mistakes the old leader- 
ship, and without social-political withdrawal the face 
revisionist attack, the united counterrevolutionary 
ranging from Radio Free Europe Imre Nagy, could not 
have been so widely established and could not have de- 
veloped into armed uprising.” 


The Storm Breaks 


After the relatively calm arguments the Hungarian 
Party journal there was week comparative lull, during 
which the Satellite countries were content reprint and 
the Kommunist article and, apparently, wait 
for the line set. Meanwhile Polish Party chief Wladys- 
law Gomulka prepared for his visits Bulgaria, Hungary 
and Romania (May 5-14, see below) and his unofficial 
Warsaw) continued temporize and 
publish both sides the controversy. Then, May and 
anti-Yugoslay tempest began. 

Tito’s old enemy, the Albanian regime, started with 
angry denunciation both the draft program and its 
authors the Party newspaper, Zeri Popullit (Tirana 
May This venture into non-theoretical polemics was 
surpassed the following day editorial the Chi- 
nese Party organ, Jenmin Jihpao (Peiping), which averred 
inter alia that the 1948 Cominform decision expelling 
regime had been correct, stand which the Kom- 
munist article had not taken. (For text theJenmin Jihpao 


rebroac 


organ, Polityka 


editorial, see Texts and Documents.) May Pravda 
(Moscow) reprinted the Chinese article, and all the other 
Communist countries followed suit. 

The Albanian denunciation said that the Yugoslav pro- 
gram “heaped together all the rotten, old and new, anti- 
Marxist theoretical trends and introduced them crea- 
tive Marxism,” that “renounced the Socialist revolution,” 
and that was “precisely what the bourgeoisie and inter- 
national capitalists wanted.” The article contained men- 
tion the “innumerable sacrifices made the USSR 
liberate our peoples, including the Yugoslav people.” This 
must have been particularly galling the Yugoslavs who 
have always prided themselves for their own heroic, and 
highly successful, fighting World War II. The 
banian journal also chided the draft program for “not 
containing any word about American imperialism.” The 
most forceful section was that which openly implied 
that the Yugoslavs were revisionists: 


“No Marxist can either agree remain silent the idea 


coexistence the ideological field between Marxism and 
revisionism. the duty every strongly, 


openly and actively denounce any revisionist and anti- 
views, regardless their authors. This especially 


Communist propaganda has seized with considerable glee the 
recession. Here the figure labelled “Crisis” and 
has crown atom bombs. Caption: “Miss America 1958.” 


Sturshel (Sofia), April 11, 1958 


Polish comment the relationship between man’s political career and his humanity. Caption: “Sad Story.” 


Swiat (Warsaw), March 23, 1958 


true when such views are, for the first time and now lives emigre away from his country. Mihaly 
formulated the program Party power which has Farkas prison for crimes against his fellow Com- 


entrusted itself with the task building Socialism.” munists. Erno Gero also living emigre. Jakub 


Berman has been stigmatized Poland for breach the 
Yugoslavs Reply law, for arresting honest Communists. 
The Tito regime paid little public attention the Al- 
the well known anti-Party group. Gustav Bares 
has been removed from Party functions. Rudolf Slansky 
was hanged. Bedrich Geminder was also hanged. 
“Nobody has the right to pres¢ ribe how the relations be- 
tween Socialist countries should be, but every Socialist 
country is obliged to strive for the greatest possible co- 


banian attack, but their response the Chinese denuncia- 
tion was quick and angry and featured charges that the 
Jenmin Jihpao article paralleled point point not only 
the 1948 Cominform denunciation the Tito regime, but 
also the 1949 declaration against Yugoslavia. Kommunist 


(Belgrade), May dealt with the veiled call the operation within the framework the common and equal 
Chinese the Yugoslav people overthrow the Tito interests the Socialist countries. have always en- 
government the following manner: deavored this, even when did not agree with 
“We very well recognize the attempts separate the certain attitudes other Socialist countries and Com- 
leadership Yugoslavia] from the Party, isolate the munist Parties. 
leadership into ‘group’ These attempts failed “We can pass over, with indignation but nevertheless 
long ago Yugoslavia, while the initiators such at- quietly, the filthy insinuations the interconnection the 
tempts lost their reputation among the working class League Communists Yugoslavia and its policy with 
Yugoslavia, and not Yugoslavia alone. all the the political plans America and other imperialists. 
more strange that such attempts should resuscitated, “On its part the League Communists Yugoslavia 
when they have already met with the widest condemnation will—despite the absence principles the hue and cry 
the workers’ movement.” now conducted against it—continue the future develop 
Other excerpts from the Yugoslav article follow: the most fruitful relations cooperation with all Socialist 


The authors the (Chinese) article, the name 


Socialist internationalism which not deformed any 

monopolism. The success these endeavors certainly does 


ity, voluntariness, freedom views, well the true 


“They have simply taken the Cominform resolution 
not depend only us. 
1948 out the archives. 


“The article contained very insipid and quite superfluous Late Developments 
warnings—superfluous because any attempt exerting 


May the Czechoslovak regime published its defini- 
pressure can only meet with resolute resistance among 


Communists tive article the Yugoslav conflict. editorial which, 
“Taking over the logic and methods the Cominform, might expected, hewed closer the Moscow 

the Chinese Communists set their main task interference criticism than the Chinese method 
Yugoslavia’s internal affairs, struggle against Socialist venomous denunciation. the Party organ Rude Pravo 


Yugoslavia. Prague) said that “It is, course, matter for the Yugo- 


“What happened most those who signed the first slav Communists themselves whether they accept reject 
Cominform resolution which the Chinese comrades are 


this The journal added: “On many important 
now rehabilitating lightly? 


“Out seventeen signatories the resolution from 


Socialist countries, twelve them have finished inglori- 


festly places itself outside the ranks the international 
] 
ously tragically. Trajko Kostov was sentenced death. 


Communist front.” The Rude Pravo arti 


Vulko Chervenkov was removed from the post Prime Stalin from ugoslav strictures: “Is 
Minister and sharply criticized. Ana Pauker was expelled policy prevented the Western powers achieving 

from the Party. Vasili Kuka was sentenced life imprison- bourgeois aims: Czechoslovak paper then chided 


ment. Matyas Rakosi led Hungary the brink ruin the Tito regime for failure condemn the and 


“silence the immense practical experience the So- 
viet Communist Party.” 

The most extensive Soviet commentary the Yugoslav 
Situation appeared Pravda, May was sharper 
tone than Kommunist, not angry the Chinese dia- 
did, for instance, 
hint the possibility Soviet economic pressure against 
Yugoslavia: “Do certain persons Yugoslavia feel that 
tendency toward exploitation also exists the economic 
relations between the Soviet Union and Yugoslavia? 
so, would possible free Yugoslavia from such ex- 
ploitation. 


tribe, but clearly influenced it. 


... The Soviet Union does not its friend- 
ship economic assistance 
Other excerpts from this Pravda article follow: 


draft program the League Communists con- 
tradicted the fundamental principles Marxism-Leninism 
and actually constituted revision Marxism-Leninism. 

“This applies particularly the description 
praisal such vital questions the present international 
situation, the two world systems and two camps, the signi- 
ficance the building Socialism the U.S.S.R. and 
other countries, the principles proletarian international- 
ism and the mutual relations between the Socialist coun- 
tries and between the fraternal Communist Parties. 

fraternal Communist Parties hoped that their com- 
radely remarks the draft program would accepted 
their Yugoslay 


the 


comrades in the right light. However, at 


the Yugoslay 


Yugoslav leaders spoke about these remarks with irritation 


Congress League Communists, 
and refused have anything with 

“According Tito the leaders the 
Union Communists placed the U.S.S.R. the same 
level the imperialist powers. Crudely distorting the facts 
history, they the 
repeating the inventions imperialist propa- 
ganda about so-called Soviet empire 
with Satellites. 


ascribed a policy to 


distortion the real reasons for the formation 
the North Atlantic alliance actually nothing more less 

“Yet the line followed in the speeches at the Congress 
the League Communists substantiate the separate 
individuality the Socialist countries and set them off 
Opposition one another. Now that there are not one 
but many Socialist countries, impossible build So- 
cialism and Communism individually, one one. 
“When reading these speeches kowtowing the 
Why Yugoslavia 


such favor with the monopolists? 


ruling circles, one is prompted to ask: 
cause the Yugoslav leaders are trying weaken the unity 
of the 
ment.’ 


“But must bluntly stated that Yugoslavia, 1948 


international Communist and working-class move- 


and the following made mistakes nationalistic 
nature and departed from the principles Marxism-Lenin- 

“Any deviation from the principles Marxism-Lenin- 
ism, any manifestations separateness sectarianism, in- 


evitably leads the quagmire revisionism.” 

Unofficial Western reports stated that the Soviet Central 
Committee met Moscow, May 5-9, and issued 
matum. May 10, Yugoslavia, ordering that nation re- 
turn the Soviet fold. 


The sharpness the May Pravda article was exceeded 
the Bulgarian Party daily, Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia), 
April 15, which termed the Yugoslav article 
even more “arrogant, impudent, unprincipled and slander- 
ous than the speeches the Rabotnichesko Delo 
stated that the 1948 criticism Yugoslav leaders was 
“still and accused the regime siding with the 
Hungarian The revisionist theme 
was also raised: “Contemporary revisionist and anti-Marx- 
ist views found their brightest expression the recent 
Seventh Congress the Yugoslav League Communists.” 

Another firm Yugoslav reply the Soviet bloc appeared 
the official Party daily, Borba (Belgrade), May 17. 
Reiterating the main points made the Congress, the 
article the USSR and the Chinese 
withdrawal into the trenches dug 1948” stated 
that, despite “unprincipled attacks,” Yugoslavia 
not “abandon her independent policy, either internally 
foreign affairs.” Borba not only denied that “political 


accused 


would 


had been attached American aid, but im- 
puted such conditions Soviet aid. the May Pravda 
threat economic sanctions, the Yugoslav Party paper 
spoke follows: 

“Is merely accident that the article Pravda 
one point directly raised the possibility discontinuation 
of economic cooperation? The Pravda authors have mis- 
interpreted the draft program the League 
Communists which stated that, during the first phases 
building Socialism, there may exist the basis exploita- 
tion the relationship between Socialist countries. The 
Pravda article distorted the meaning this statement, 
turning into completely different formulation. How 

their words interpreted? whom 
should the insinuation ‘exploitation’ charged?” 


should 


Poland the Soviet-Yugoslav Feud 

The crackdown the Yugoslav League Communists 
was, all probability, less menacing the tenure the 
Tito regime than that Polish Party First Secretary 
Wladyslaw Gomulka. Because its own “revisionist” 
utation, its geographical situation, unsteady economy and 
internal Stalinist opposition, the Gomulka government 
could only view the campaign against Yugoslavia 
omen its own future. Its response was first delay, 
straddle, then finally take stand somewhat different 
from that any other Soviet-bloc country. 

finally expressed the official Party newspaper, 
buna Ludu (Warsaw), May 14, Polish policy represents 
valiant attempt back Soviet theoretical positions, while 
implicitly repudiating the USSR’s aggressive tone, well 
both the tone and substance the Chinese onslaught. The 
Poles appeared bent reconciliation between the warring 
factions; they stressed the necessity for good relations be- 
tween Communist States, the common elements Yugo- 
slav and Sovict bloc foreign policy; they congratulated 
Yugoslavia World War and. defi- 
ance the Chinese point view, again acknowledged 
that Yugoslavia’s 1948 expulsion from the Cominform was 
an error. 

Trybuna Ludu began with unheated statement that 
there are number important theses the [Yugoslav] 
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The Polish press has paid particular attention this year the anniversary the tragic uprising the Polish Ghetto against the 


Germans This stress obviously connection with the areawide campaign against West German 


rearmament in which 


Poland taking lead. Above: Nazi German soldiers rounding Jews the 


program and number statements leading activists 
taking part the discussion the Congress which are 
conflict with the views other Communist Parties, includ- 
ing our own.” The journal gently chided the Yugoslavs 
for reacting criticism from other countries “more from 
the angle prestige than sensible reasoning.” The Polish 
Party paper then justified this Yugoslav reaction due 
“inability forget the and memories the 
period.” Trybuna Ludu appeared reserve its judgment 
the controversy: “It difficult adopt any final atti- 
tude the program the League Commu- 
nists, for the commission, which the Congress entrusted 
the final editing the draft program, has not yet published 
its definitive With politeness which the Poles 
doubt hoped would reciprocated Communist coun- 
tries other than Yugoslavia, Trybuna Ludu added: “We 
confine ourselves, course, exclusively matters 
international nature, for consider that the Yugoslav 
Communists are the most competent speak Yugo- 
slavia’s internal problems.” 

The official Polish Party journal continued follows: 


“It must stated that certain passages and formulations 
the draft program aroused serious reservations, especially 
its international implications. This applies particular 
problems such as: views the contemporary develop- 
ment the world, the origins and character the divi- 
sion the world into two blocs, the essence relations 
between Socialist countries, the role the State and State 
capitalism imperialistic countries, the process atrophy 


Photo from Zolnierz Polski (Warsaw), April 17-23, 1958 


the State, national peculiarities and the general rules 
Socialist building. Undoubtedly, the most important 
these matters the attitude toward the division the 


world into two systems, the Socialist and the capitalist.” 


The Polish journal denounced “American imperialists,” 
the proposed West German nuclear rearmament, but went 
great lengths praise the Yugoslavs for supporting 
Soviet foreign policy maneuvers. The paper said that “the 
problem the so-called ‘withering-away’ the State has 
not, our opinion, been rightly formulated the draft.’ 
Ludu 
previous relationships 
with Yugoslavia, adding, can return the 


On the question of “errors in the past,’ Trybu? 


admitted its own “serious wrongs 
methods and errors the past. lies the interests 
all maintain the achievements the Soviet initia- 
tive [in seeking rapprochement with Tito after Stalin’s 


Ludu closed the following fashion: 


ideological 


lems 


importance 
movement should 
for the strengthening of tl 
tinuing practical peacefu 
relaxation internationa 
tion which the indisp 
the 
Communist 


Parties on the hasis of 


which cannot ignore prob 
for the international workers’ 
dinated the constant 
world Socialist forces, the con 
-existence between nations, the 
tel ns, the economic coopera 
lition for favorable So- 
- s where the 1 ad leads toward 
differences between the 
and the other Communist 
the strengthen 


ing the unity all Communist Parties Socialist 
States the interests peace and Socialism.” 


Prior the May Trybuna Ludu statement posi- 
tion, the Polish press had been chary reprinting de- 
nunciations the Tito regime, although the important 
speeches the Yugoslav leaders were extensively covered. 
Editorial expression was avoided except for mild Trybuna 
Ludu explanation, April 23, that the regime had followed 
the Soviet lead not sending official delegate Bel- 
grade order “avoid embarrassing polemics.” 

Other press reports Polish papers either refrained 
from denouncing the Tito government were written with 
marked detachment. For example, the paper the Party 
youth organization, Sztandar Mlodych (Warsaw), April 27, 
said that “another break with Tito impossible today.” The 
journal also hoped that the later cancelled but the 
time unsure visit Tito Poland would “confirm the 
unity the Socialist May Swiat Polska 

Warsaw) deplored “the atmosphere sensation” which, 
the journal averred, had been created around the Congress 
Western newspapers. also disapproved the 
resolution the Cominform 1948. 


Gomulka Journeys Satellites 


the midst the controversy, Gomulka, Premier Joszef 
Cyrankiewicz and Agricultural Minister Edward Ochab 
set out visits Bulgaria (May 5-9), Hungary (May 
9-12), and May 12-14). the numerous 
speeches made each country, and the replies 
the Party chiefs and Premiers, there was never direct 


Romania 


mention Yugoslavia, although revisionism was fulsomely 
denounced. The most significant parts the various 
speeches were the allusions the USSR. The host digni- 
taries always saluted the Soviet Union the 
Communist country; Gomulka did not; nor did 
the joint declarations, signed him and the chief officials 
each country visited. The Polish leader was, however, 
extremely cordial and admiring all his references the 
USSR. And did pay tribute Hungarian Party chief 
Janos Kadar, approving the present composition and 
actions the puppet State regime. 


Trips Voroshilov Sees Gomulka, Not Tito 


The controversy over Yugoslavia increased the import- 
This was 
true not only for the Polish Party and government leaders 
who journeyed Bulgaria, Hungary and Romania (see 
above), but also for the Soviet group headed President 
Klimenti Voroshilov and Ekaterina Furtseva, Politburo 
member and Secretary the Central Committee. Voroshi- 
lov, who arrived Poland April 17, was scheduled for 
trip Yugoslavia the following month, but the journey 
was cancelled after the Tito regime failed give sufficient 
ground its Soviet, Chinese and Satellite critics. 


ance delegation travel throughout the area. 


Attention the Soviet delegation Poland centered 
much Furtseva the delegation’s titular leader. 
The former known close political associate 
Khrushchev, and her statement the Congress 


was interpreted meaning that the USSR was yet un- 
willing for complete break: “We were friends Yugo- 
slavia. can and will remain friends. Nothing what 
you read can jeopardize this friendship.” 

The delegation was extensively feted, and there was 
continuing spate propaganda speeches endorsing Soviet 
foreign policy against the West. More interesting, however, 
was Voroshilov’s criticism Polish agricultural policy 
his return the USSR. Commenting the “small num- 
ber” collectives, said: must say frankly that 
there much done the Polish people and, firstly, 
not much the State authorities, the Polish 
Communist Party. this respect, Polish agriculture has 
not yet placed itself completely Socialist 
passage quoted above was deleted from the Pravda (Mos- 
cow), April 29, version Voroshilov’s speech, although 
was heard live over Radio Moscow the preceding day. 

April Rude Pravo (Prague) commented the 
visit the Polish and East German Foreign Ministers, 
who had come Czechoslovakia (April 10-12) discuss 
further maneuvers designed overcome Western opposi- 
tion the Rapacki Plan for denuclearized zone central 
Europe. 

Previous threats that the Communist bloc would also 
accept nuclear weapons, West Germany was armed, 
were somewhat muted. Rude Pravo dealt with the situation 
follows: 


“Certain agencies have spread the rumor that, result 
the atomic armament the Bundeswehr, Poland, 
Czechoslovakia and the German Democratic Republic 
would also equip their armies with atomic weapons. Such 
course, the rumors stated, was adopted 
Prague conference. However, the task this meeting was 
not consult atomic armament, but how achieve 
atomic disarmament central Europe, despite the decision 
the Bonn Parliament.” 


Top leaders the Bulgarian regime were the move 
April and May. Party boss Todor Zhivkov, Premier 
Anton Yugov and Minister Culture Vulko Chervenkov 
journeyed “friendship and solidarity” mission East 
Germany, April 14-19. their way they stopped over 
Bucharest, where Romanian Party chief Gheorgiu-Dej 
arranged personal greeting. Zhivkov and Yugov also 
went Poland, arriving Warsaw May greeted 
Gomulka and other top members the regime. 


Poland 


Gomulka Moves Toward Orthodoxy 


important new step the Gomulka regime’s drive 
tighten Party controls over the people and institutions 
Poland was signalled the Fourth Congress Trade 
Unions, held Warsaw from April 19. was the 
first Trade Union Congress held since the Gomulka 
regime took power October 1956—the Third Congress 
met May 1954—and the tone its speeches showed 
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Sonia Ziemann, German actress who played the lead the West 
German-Polish film “The Eighth Day the Week, made from 
story the leading young Polish writer Marek Hlasko, currently 
under attack for his realism. 

Although the caption Miss Ziemann’s photo above said that 
the film was shortly shown, Western reports have stated that 
has been banned direct orders from Party leader Gomulka 
because its portrayal Polish reality. 


Photo from Swiat (Warsaw), February 1958 


how much and how little the policies Gomulka differ 
from those his predecessors. The keynote was set the 
First Party Secretary himself. his opening address 
attacked the workers’ councils which had sprung 
Polish factories during the events October 1956, and 
which had provided much the mass support his own 
battle against Stalinism. said that the workers’ coun- 
cils had misunderstood their function the field 
ers’ self-government” and had attempted pre-empt the 
functions trade unions and Party committees inside the 
factories. Much his speech was devoted expounding, 
classic Communist style, the role trade unions under 


“Under Socialism the tools production are national 
property, therefore, when capitalism overthrown and 
new, Socialist social system set up, the role trade 
unions undergoes the same time fundamental change. 
New tasks, which the capitalist system were completely 
alien them, begin face them. speak general 
terms trade unions become builders 
Socialism. the capitalist system the working class 
and its organizations have influence the distribution 
of the goods produced by the people. The worker 
produces the goods, but the capitalist distributes the fruits 
his labor. Only the struggle the working class has 
some influence the distribution the goods, and for 
that reason needs the trade unions. The sense the 
Socialist system lies the fact that the working class not 
only produces the goods, but itself their owner, and 
through the medium its organizations and its Socialist 
State distributes among itself the fruits its labors. The 
bigger the cake produced the working class, the larger 


the share for everyone those who made the 


capitalist system, the other hand, increased output does 
not fact change the standard living the working 
class. The tremendous profits the capitalists and 
their monopolies derived from the exploitation labor are 
turned against the working Poland 
country building Socialism. This fact determines the role 
and the tasks trade unions our country.” 


masses. 


laid particular emphasis the role trade unions 
and other workers’ organizations raising production, 
task which said was Poland’s chief economic problem 
the present time. Only this way, said, could the 
workers expect their standard living the 
future. would require intensive effort to: 
the number persons employed directly 
rather than administration and auxiliary work: 
the productivity every worker: and 


raise 


int rease 


raise 
reduce the costs 
production economizing and eliminating waste and 
shoddy production. this connection pointed out that 
Polish blast furnaces produced only 863 tons pig iron 
per worker 1957 compared the USSR 
1956. said bluntly that output norms would have 
raised many industries keep them line with 


the increasing capabilities the workers—meaning that 
workers will have produce more the same average 
wage. Much the responsibility for accomplishing these 


things would rest upon labor organizations themselves 


New Social 


light these requirements Gomulka stated that the 
workers’ councils were seriously inadequate. admitted 
“that this institution good one, that has passed its 
initial test said that since October 1956 about 
5,600 workers’ councils had been established with the en- 
couragement the trade union authorities. (Poland has 
about 30,000 industrial enterprises, according official 
statistics, which 6,371 employ nore than workers. 
However, went on, the workers’ councils had been in- 
correctly understood, both theory and practice, 
embracing the whole range 


and this misunderstanding tended exclude the trade 
unions and the Party committees from exercising 
necessary functions the factories. 

self-management limited workers’ councils 
alone must fail live anemic life. addition, such 
situation favors the creation differences and clashes be- 
tween workers and factory councils the trade unions 
One false theory usually gives birth another. The 
clusion union] factory councils from workers’ self 
management has given birth the false conception lin 
ing the tasks factory councils exclusively workers 
living conditions, that is, the so-called defense the 
interests the working class. The problems productior 
and management the enterprises were left the 
exclusive competence the workers 
Under this conception, he complained, mi only were 

trade unions restricted the sort functions they 
charge under capitalism, but Party committees the fac- 
tories had also lost some their functions, 
where many them had the scope their 


| 


interest so-called inspiring workers’ councils.” 


The true scope self-government the workers embraced 
number functions and could not divided this 
way, said. 


“The smooth functioning workers’ self-government 
conditioned two factors its activities: first, should 
thoroughly into the problems production, take deci- 
sions within its prerogatives and control their 
second, should mobilize the workers for the implementa- 
tion the tasks has set and which can implemented 
only full The workers’ 


thus organizational-technical and 
Workers’ councils, without the 


with its support. functions 


self-government are 
educational-social nature. 
support trade factory councils and Party organi- 
zations, properly carry out the functions technical 
organizations, and even less those social-educational 


organizations.” 


Gomulka then called for 


the factory,” 


“new social institution 


the shape “self-government confer- 
ence” which would superior the workers’ council. 
would composed all the members the workers’ 
council, the trade union council and the Party factory com- 
mittee, and its decisions would binding all three 
these constituent organizations. The conference would meet 
at least once each quarter and “should consider matters 
which today are within the prerogatives the workers’ 


councils.” 


meetings, the workers’ council would 
act the executive organ the conference and carry out 
its decisions. the same time, however, Gomulka proposed 
change the presidium the workers’ council include, 
officio capacity, the chairman the trade 
council and delegate from the Party factory committee 
well the director the factory. Quite obviously, the 
new institution and the modifications the workers’ coun- 
cils have one purpose: facilitate the imposition Party 
control over the councils and the workers. This 
crux Gomulka’s charges and his changes. 

draft statute published the Party last November 
Ludu (Warsaw), November 30, 1957] provided 
that workers’ councils would elected the personnel 
the factory and responsible them. The councils had 
the right pass upon production plans, upon financial and 
organizational matters and upon the appointment dis- 
missal directors. The factory director was officio 
member the workers’ council. 

The new organization, said Gomulka, will enhance the 
role the trade unions the management Poland’s 
economy. “This role should consist instructing the work- 
ers’ councils and trade union councils their tasks and 
rights, and the methods work the workers’ self- 
government institutions. Economic problems, particularly 
those connected with the costs of production, should be 
foremost their teaching work.” assigned second place 
another role trade unions, that defending the in- 
terests the workers against management. 


Toleration for Strikes 


Gomulka invoked the orthodox Communist conception 
the State argument against strikes, which his re- 


gime, uniquely the area, had tacitly and uneasily per- 
mitted. “In the conditions Socialist State the working 
class, through its organizations, can always defend its rights 
when they are encroached upon without resorting 
strikes.” Without specificially declaring strikes illegal, 
maintained that “every unauthorized strike contrary 
the conception order and Socialist rule law. Strikes 
this kind, which take place here and there, are signs 
anarchy occurring conditions Socialist liberties. 
Poland they are signs the activity the class enemy. 
The organizers such strikes can have place fac- 
tories. Neither the State authorities nor the trade unions 
can tolerate their harmful activities.” did not make 
distinction unauthorized 
strikes, but presumably the former would include all the 
local strikes that have occurred Poland recent months. 


any between 


This stern pronouncement was tempered few hours 
later Ignacy Loga-Sowinski, the chairman the Central 
Council Trade Unions, his report the Congress. 
explained that trade unions had the duty remove the 
causes strikes. case dissatisfaction they “should 
maintain constant contact with the personnel, influence its 
attitude, and mobilize the most politically conscious work- 
While attempting maintain calm, “they should take 
energetic steps liquidate the cause irritation, ap- 
proaching the higher and central authorities the event 
their not being able settle themselves just com- 
plaints causing dissatisfaction.” added that under Social- 
ism there should reason why justified grievances 
could not settled this way. However, should manage- 
ment remain indifferent passive, and should the “trade 
union echelons” not able produce results, then 
trade union factory council, consultation with the central 
board [of the trade union] can adopt resolution its 
plenary meeting addressed the management the effect 
that the question not settled within realistic time 
limit, the factory council will appeal the personnel for 
support its attitude very short warning strike, last- 
ing several minutes. The resolution can also ac- 
companied motion for the dismissal the director.” 
stated, however, that the unions should use “particular 
circumspection” availing themselves this means 
protest. 

Several days later the Congress passed resolution the 
tasks trade unions embodying 
ment the question strikes. case “persistent in- 
fringements the workers’ the resolution said, 
factory council might sponsor “short, warning strike 
lasting about minutes.” The resolution also favored the 
new “self-government conferences” outlined Gomulka. 


New Trade Union Statutes 


Another basic task the Congress was the enactment 
new statutes governing the Federation Trade Unions. 
The new statutes not differ greatly from the previous 
Stalinist ones, other than define detail the powers 
the Central Council Trade Unions. This body, which 
acts the executive organ the Federation during the 
three-year period between Congresses, will consist 


er 


members and deputy members selected the Congress. 


More Harassment Intellectuals 


The series measures designed curtail intellectual 
freedom continued with the dismissal the Minister 
Culture, the banning works Marek Hlasko, Leo- 
pold Tyrmand and others, and the withholding the 
right travel abroad from essayist Toeplitz. 

April Trybuna Ludu announced that Karol Kury- 
luk had been “relieved his duties Minister Culture.” 
reasons for the move were given, but has been spec- 
ulated that Kuryluk’s dismissal was related the ban- 
ning—reportedly Gomulka himself—of film based 
the Marek Hlasko novella, Eighth Day the Week.” 
Hlasko has thrived writer during Kuryluk’s term 
office, but recent publication abroad two stories which 
had not appeared Poland has brought severe criticism 
the author from the regime press. (For summary 
previous coverage Hlasko this magazine, see 
Europe, May 1958, page 39.) significant that Kury- 
luk, considered one the the regime, as- 
sumed his former post during the October 1956 anti-Stalin- 
ist crisis Communist rule which Gomulka 
power. 

Western sources have reported that novel Leopold 
Tyrmand, “Seven Long Journeys,” 
Poland. Tyrmand has been center controversy since 


has been banned 
the publication article which expressed 


areaw ide pe \ 


contrary to 
the belief that most West Germans yearned 
for peace and were not present danger their neigh- 
see East Europe, April 1958, pages Some- 
times identified with the parliamentary 
group has recently been under attack 
the 


bor Ss 


from Pax organization. 


has also been reported the West that conference 


Three the winners the first round contest 


Party representatives and publishers were told Com- 
munist Propaganda Chief Werblan that the Party 
Central Committee has issued instructions against printing 
books which are “not useful from the political point 
Werblan was the personal secretary former Stalin- 
ist Party chief Bierut. 

Toeplitz has not, yet, been successful receiv- 
ing passport study abroad grant from the Ford 
Foundation. resigned from the Party last autumn, 
shortly after Prostu, the reform-minded Communist 
student weekly, was banned, move which symbolized the 
curtailment the freedoms. 

During the second week May. Western re- 
ported that Stefan Kolkiewski, Minister for University 
Affairs, had replaced Jerzy Piorkowski 
the literary magazine Nowa Kultura (Warsaw). Pior- 
kowski, his predecessor Wiktor Woroszylski who had been 
Leszek Kolakowski and three other 
nal’s editorial resigned 


and until his assumption the 


in sources 


renowned phil sopher 


members the 
at the 
Central 
Nowa Kultura post had 


vitka 


jour- 


board 


protest 


Party 


been chief editor the unofficial regime organ Pol 


His appointment would appear 


new move the 


continuing regime effort impose Party orthodoxy the 
i the Oc tober 


government, has been one 


literary magazine since 1956 rise 


power the Gomu 


country s press 


Soviet Ties Strengthened 


The May Day the 
1945 Soviet-Polish and the Voroshilov-Furtseva del- 
egation (see Area, 


holiday, April 21 celebration of 


above appeared to draw Poland ever 
closer the USSR, even the leaders the smaller coun- 


struggled, with stubborn tactfulness, remind its giant 


select new actresses for Polish films. 


Photo from Przekroj (Cracow), Easter issue, 1958 


forces 


neighbor the post-October 1956 concessions “equal- 
ity’ and “separate roads Along with con- 
tinuing acquiescence the Soviet right lead the Com- 
munist bloc, the Polish regime sounded harsh new note 
its appraisals the West and the US. The May Day 
proclamation the Party Central Committee 
Ludu, April 30) alleged that governments the 
capitalist States, led the United States” had rejected 
the Rapacki Plan “with hypocritical propaganda about 
Communist (The Plan for denuclearized zone 
central Europe had already been unofficially rejected; 
formal notice from the government Poland came 
May 

The same proclamation also deleted Yugoslavia from 
its “greetings Socialist countries” and its closing sec- 
tion listed the first aim the Party follows: “We 
will manifest our loyalty the cause Socialism, democ- 
racy and international solidarity the working people.” 
The 1957 May Day proclamation had its first point: 
“We will manifest our unity and faith the bright future 
Poland.” The latter sentence was relegated third spot 
the list this year, following “peace” appeal. 

Party chief Wladyslaw Gomulka’s May Day speech was 
tempered espousal Soviet foreign policy maneuvers 
against the West. also contained allusion the USSR 
the “first Socialist country,” admission which the 
past the Poles have been loathe make. However, Go- 
mulka’s April speech connection with the Soviet-Pol- 
ish Treaty 1945 contained pointed, but polite, reminders 
the “Polish October” and the subsequent agreements 
which granted measurable amount internal freedom 
the country Ludu, April 22). the previous 
day the Party newspaper had made the same points, ac- 
centing foreign policy adherence Soviet leadership and 
recalling, “with gratitude,” but with firmness, the 
October concessions. Premier Cyrankiewicz 
these concessions, praising the “new forms” cooperation 
they had inaugurated (Radio Warsaw, April 23). 
significant that the Soviet leaders and press almost never 
mention the post-October agreements; Party boss Krush- 
chev did not allude them his otherwise friendly 
speech the Polish Embassy Moscow (Tass 
April 


also 


to 


Ghetto Uprising Commemorated 


The fifteenth anniversary the Warsaw Ghetto Up- 
rising was noted the April edition Warszawy, 
which described the heroic, last-ditch resistance the Jew- 
ish population Nazi efforts annihilate them. These 
efforts, the paper pointed out, included aerial and artillery 
bombardments and overwhelming force arms and man- 
power. The journal stressed the part played units the 
Home Army (non-Communist Polish resistance force) and 
other underground organizations aiding the Jewish Fight- 
ing Organization (ZOB). 

may surmised that this public commemoration for 
the victims Nazi war crimes was partially motivated 
the current areawide campaign against West Germany, 
sparked the NATO decision arm that country with 


nuclear weapons and the Western rejection the Rapacki 
Plan. Similar reminders the conduct Germany 
World War were the widely publicized “discoveries” 
mass graves concentration camp victims Poland and 
Czechoslovakia. 


Birth Control Advocated 


The Warsaw weekly Swiat its April issue published 
three articles advocating birth control. “The present birth 
rate results lowered standard living,” the journal 
said, adding that the country was “faced with many eco- 
nomic difficulties, but could least avoid those resulting 
from excessive According Swiat, three factors 
are chiefly blame: “religion, generally low knowledge 
sexual matters and early marriages young individuals.” 
cities, the weekly averred, necessary promote the 
rule that “two children the maximum The 
journal also dwelt the lack housing 
buildings for the expanding population. 


Until quite recently the Communists were strongly op- 
posed birth control, which they linked the “inhuman” 
Malthusian theory and Western decadence general. The 
Chinese, confronted unmanageable natural increase 
their population, are now loudly proclaiming the merits 


“The story the vigilant night-watchman.” Thefts and embezzle- 

ment of State property (very frequently necessary to supplement 

inadequate wages) are frequent subject complaint the re- 
gimes. 

Photo and quoted caption from 

Ludas Matyi (Budapest), April 1958 
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birth control. The Poles, with one the highest birth 
rates Europe, are now following this example. 


Hoax Exposed 


apparently fictitious article Sztandar Mlodych 
(Warsaw), the official organ the Communist Youth 
Association (ZMS), was exposed the April issue 
the Warsaw daily, Slowo Powszechne. The ZMS paper 
had reported that “mob hysterical female bigots” had 
attacked woman who had had abortion. The journal 
charged that the attackers had been incited the sermon 
the local priest “in Grochowek, six kilometers from 
Luban Lower Silesia.” 

Slowo Powszechne sent reporters verify the story, 
which, according the Warsaw daily, was invented the 
Communist publication. “The locality did not exist,” and 
the Chairman the National Council Luban “emphat- 
ically refuted” the tale, did the militia command post 
the area and the Public Prosecutor’s office. 


Hungary 
Intellectuals Wooed 


Soviet Party chief Nikita Khrushchev’s April tour 
Hungary gave new impetus the continuing drive re- 
cruit the loyalty intellectuals. The shifting tactics 
coercion and blandishment toward this segment society, 
which played prominent part the Revolt, seemed 
veer—for the time least—toward “tact and patience,” 
phrase the Soviet boss had employed some his less 
threatening speeches the puppet State. 

This vaunted “tact and patience,” however, was geared 
produce results; was not intended encourage the 
intellectuals their long-standing alienation from the re- 
gime, for, Nepszabadsag (Budapest) stated April 23: 
“Without alliance workers, peasants, intellectuals, 
middle-class people and employees, there revolution 
and dictatorship the proletariat.” The paper cau- 
tioned that the campaign win the intellectuals “must 
not begin with reproaches,” but added that “false radi- 
“third-road adherents” should tolerated. 

The prominent regime writer Gyorgy Mathe began and 
ended April Radio Budapest talk with reference 
the same Khrushchev phrase, but added few threaten- 
ing notes. “Tact and patience are important for those who 
wish win the intelligentsia the cause Socialism. 
Patience, however, also implies that should silence the 
counterrevolutionary demagogues who are trying catch 
the intelligentsia their net.” 


Kallai Speaks 


Politburo member Gyula Kallai’s speech the National 
Assembly also revealed the importance with which the 
regime views the present and future role the intellec- 
tuals. reported Magyar Nemzet (Budapest), April 
19, the address was rather mild one, far per- 
tained those whom considers present uncommitted 
“counterrevolution.” 


Kallai and the regime repre- 


Courageous Statement 


FOLLOWING STATEMENT, remarkable for its 


under present conditions Hungary, was 
made the course his inaugural speech the his- 
torian Tamas Esze, new Curator lay office] the 
Danubian Diocese the Reformed 
Church: 

“We Hungarian Presbyterian Christians live 
peculiar duality tension. see clearly one hand 
that the controversy between the Gospel and Marxist 
ideology cannot solved, yet the other hand, 
the interest our people, help build Socialism 
our Fatherland. Naive and clumsy attempts 
few who tried correlate Christianity with the ma- 
terialist ideology have long come end. From 
our pulpits must preach the pure and complete 
Gospel. And are hindered the State this 
basic duty and sacred right, then the Church can 
only defend (Reformatus 
March 15, 1958. 


yhaz 


sents are apparently willing overlook the past those 
not now jail, long they collaborate the future. 
But the familiar warning tones for the intransigent the 
“deviationist” were very much present. “We are patient 
with the intelligentsia have been patient the 
past and will the future,” said. Kallai expressed 
his “pleasure that last the Party has broken away from 
the incorrect methods the former policy toward the in- 
but the same time asserted that im- 
portant part the intelligentsia still wavers its views 
between capitalism and Socialism.” 

Although Kallai proclaimed that “the counterrevolution 
and the revisionist ideology allied with longer possess 
open forums” since the regime has “broken the Petofi 
Circle and similar organizations from the universities 
and schools,” 
and including the 
but politically erratic writer, Peter Veres: 


rebuked various persons for “mistakes” 


fellow-traveling, 


“Our right honorable fellow Deputy and friend Peter 
Veres—after his recommendations the field agricul- 
tural collectivization were turned down Comrade Kadar 

immediately that henceforth would 


longer take part politics, but would concentrate writ- 


declared 


ing. Peter Veres wishes serve his people writing, 
such suspension political activity will not save him 
from thorough analysis his own world outlook and from 
casting off its wrong, nationalist and 


ments.” 


Kallai also vented his dissatisfaction with the 
the theater, although this 
again somewhat tempered: 


state 


passage of his speech was once 


“In contrast the previous period [prior the 
not bar the public and the creative artists from the 
progressive creations the capitalist world. However 
not approve the fact that our leading theaters 
are filling their repertoires with Western works artis- 


and ideologically lower level, such as, Four- 
poster, “The Teahouse the August Moon,’ ‘The Egg and 
and forth. We, the leaders, expect our theaters 
fight for the creation Socialist realist 


The Nagyvilag 
printed much Western “non-progressive” 


dramatic litera- 


publication which 


literature, also 
came for censure. hope that all the Communists 


and non-Communists working Nagyvilag’s editorial offi- 
ces,” said, “will seek out and amend their 

Besides the intellectuals other estranged sections the 
population will henceforth apparently wooed pres- 
sured support the regime. Kallai made this clear 
stressing the role the Patriotic People’s Front which, 
said, would “the support and help the Party and 
government, not opposition non-Communist 
political parties, such exist Poland, will tolerated, 
but “our Party stands for the development this mass 
organization which embraces all strata our society.” 
stated that present there are 3,441 Front committees with 
127,555 members. 

Kallai hailed the “cooperation” between Church and 
State and then immediately asked for closer control: 


“We think the [Roman Episcopate, which 
several occasions has expressed its loyalty to the govem- 
ment, cannot the same time loyal certain reaction- 
ary priests who were ‘planted’ the diocese during the 
counterrevolution place peace-loving priests who had 
been driven away. The reactionary priests have indulged 
subversion. hope that the Episcopate will under- 
stand that this sort dual loyalty the government, 


well reactionary priests fighting against the government, 
impossible.” 


Khrushchev Denounces Rakosi 


During his tour Hungary, Khrushchev did not men- 
tion name the pre-Revolt First Secretary the Hun- 
garian Party, Matyas Rakosi, but speaking his return 
Moscow, dwelt great and unflattering length 
the ousted official: 


‘For anything that took place Hungary, Rakosi and 
others must blamed. What sort leaders were they. 
And top everything Rakosi now offended because 
not held Even though did sit prison 
for years for the cause the working class, was well 
rewarded the working class.” 


one point Khrushchev seems have spoken directly 
Rakosi: “Since the working class put you such 
responsible job, you should have lived their expect- 

The above references the former Hungarian Party 
boss were passed the Moscow censors and subsequently 
reported the Western press. However, Pravda’s April 
issue, which published text his speech, omitted all 
references Rakosi and his activities (see page 

may surmised that Khrushchev’s tour, which had 
its first purpose the shoring the Kadar regime, 
was also intended prevent resurgence the still po- 
tent Stalinist wing the Hungarian Party, led Rakosi’s 


adherents. 


Therefore, indicative the unseen battle 
for power still raging within and without the puppet State 
that the Hungarian Information Department Chief, Laszlo 
Gyaros, modified—indeed, almost contradicted—the Soviet 
leader during subsequent press conference Budapest, 
April 26. “The near past seems interpreted dif- 
ferent ways some people,” said Gyaros. added that 
mistakes were hauled onto the carpet” July 
1956 (before the Revolt) and that resolution the Cen- 
tral Committee the following December “‘listed mistakes 
made more than one person, well the internal 


and external reasons for the (Radio 
Budapest, April 


Party Control Emphasized 


The unrelenting drive the Communist Party tighten 
its control over all phases national life has recently fea- 
tured new stress the Party organization the Army, 
continuing emphasis the regime-dominated trade union 
movement and attempt public justification the 
notorious “cadre files,” which detail the political and fam- 
ily backgrounds students and workers. 

Magyar Nemzet (Budapest), April 26, reported that 
“Communist delegates our People’s Army met 
military conference for the first time ten years” and that 
for the first time Hungarian history these delegates had 
been not appointed. This publicizing Party 
organization the Army represents change 
vious policy, which was camouflage the extent direct 
Party control. 

Since the workers’ councils were abolished for their par- 
ticipation the Revolt and the factory councils—organ- 
ized the regime replace them—have been unsuccessful 
recruiting the loyalty the “working class,” the regime 
has bent every effort bolster the servile trade unions, 
emphasizing their character and their will- 
ingness enroll article Nepszava 


Budapest), April 30, went far instruct factories 


Have Turned Them Against 


FOLLOWING REMARKABLY outspoken words ap- 
peared the April 1958 issue Kozneveles, 
the periodical the Hungarian Ministry Culture: 
“Years ago 


were already complaining that 
young people are cynical, that they have respect 
for anything, and that they have less respect for 
‘schools. The younger generation turned cynical when 


taught them that everything the West wrong 
and that only our camp can achieve results; when 
told them that the standard living capitalist 
countries lower than home and they found out 
elsewhere that this was not true and they then real- 
ized that they could not believe what teachers 
told them. With series offenses against the 
patriotism and national self-respect the youth 
have turned them against 


9) 
i 


“One who knows the effects aleohol: ‘Lady, why are you giving 
beer the The problem increasing consumption al- 
cohol, particularly among the young, one the factors compli- 
social stresses throughout the area. 


Cartoon and quoted caption from 
Ludas Matyi (Budapest), January 16, 1958 


employ non-union members, against whom en- 
discriminate hiring, the paper said, “thus not 
only violating democratic procedure but Hungarian law 
expressed the hope that the workers 
will then moved join the unions, after viewing them 
from closer perspectives. 

The same newspaper April upheld the “cadre 
file” system, although admitting had caused “injustices” 
the past. (During the Revolt many the files were 
destroyed Freedom Fighters.) Admitting that the sys- 
tem had become “bureaucratic and before the 
Nepszava said that “hundreds peo- 
ple who did not deserve were raised high” the reports 
the files, while great many others were thrust back, 
pushed aside and rejected The article 
summed with the following statement: “The previous 
wrong methods must stopped, but need the cadre 
files, particularly the interests the consolidation the 
workers’ powers.” 


Revolt Lawyers Tried 


The campaign against members the legal profession 
continued with the Radio Budapest announcement, April 
26, that “leaders the so-called Revolutionary Committee 
the Chamber Lawyers will tried the near fu- 


This organization played significant part the 
Revolt. March the regime virtually abolished the pri- 
vate practice law, setting “lawyers’ cooperatives” for 
“loyal” members the bar (see East Europe, May 1958, 
page 

April Minister Justice Ferenc Nezval stated 
that “the majority lawyers” had engaged “counter- 
Nepszabadsag, April 23). Since 


revolutionary 


there had been 2800 attorneys with private practices 
Hungary, may assumed that more than 1400 these 
—ineligible not their own choice, 
join the forced out their pro- 
fession. 

The lawyers have been under constant criticism from 
the regime for their general propensity represent their 
client’s interest first, rather than those the State. Further 
criticism has also been voiced from time time 
severe sentences freedom fighters members 
the legal profession, sentences which were usually in- 
creased higher, more “reliable” courts. 

According Western sources, the first victims the 
drive against lawyers were Aladar Welcz, former head 
the Patriotic People’s Front, who was sentenced eight 
years jail, and Ivan Erdelyi and Karoly Balint, who 
were jailed for six and five years respectively. 


Youth Still Restive 

Evidence continued dissatisfaction the part 
youth, both the countryside and the cities, may de- 
duced from recent articles the press. Since the young 
people played crucial role the October 1956 Revolt, the 
regime has been constantly the alert for new signs 
ferment, and university students have been under special 
and constantly increasing supervision. April Radio 
Budapest broadcast the news that members KISZ (the 
Communist youth organization) who comprise approxi- 
mately percent university student bodies, would 
required take loyalty oath the Party and regime. 
This oath had not been required previously and will make 
the students even more vulnerable punishment for 
loyal actions.” 

the same day that the oath decision was announced, 
Minister State Gyorgy Marosan harangued the students 
the University Technical Sciences (Radio Budapest, 
April 


views were still among the 


told them that “wrong” and “revisionist” 
He also 
plumped for Party and regime supervision education: 
“In the past were mistaken considering that the 
education youth was purely pedagogical matter. 
forgot that youth should coached for the problems 
life not only deans and professors. The Party and gov- 
the leaders society, are also responsible for 
educating the young.” 


problem discontented youth the countryside 
was posed Nepszabadsag April 16. Deploring the 
significant increase rural youth leaving the agricultural 
areas for the cities, the journal explained that the “indus- 
trial development” the country and the “structural 
change our could not provide factory em- 
ployment for this wave new workers. Nepszabadsag then 
went make doctrinaire political point, averring 
that young people were leaving the countryside because 
they objected “small-scale” independent farms 
cause there were not enough collectives for them join 

Many collectives were dissolved during the Revolt, 
that concession peasant hostility, 
large-scale drive for further collectivization has been under- 
taken. 


and 


since time, 


it 4 4 


The Song the Cult 
REVIEWER the weckly organ the Slovak 


Union complains about people who 
argue and takes fearless stand for Soviet Man: 
are our country thousands ‘fighters’ who 
always look for opportunity start argument 
over the general meaning the world ‘cult’. They 
find somehow antiquated even the cult class and 
the cult the Soviet Man. Just this time in- 
stability and retreat from the position strong be- 
liefs nothing should heard with such concentration 
the song the cult the Soviet Man, who the 
embodiment such forces and such merits known 
other people, other Man history.” 
(Kulturny Zivot April 1958 


Church Delegations USSR 


For the first time since the Communists usurped power 
after World War II, Hungarian clergymen have traveled 
the USSR their capacity religious leaders, accord- 
ing Magyar Nemzet, April 23. The group Roman 
Catholic priests and Protestant ministers included some 
who have played important and impeccable role their 
churches and others who have collaborated extensively with 
the Party and regime. Among the latter were the Prot- 
estant Imre Kadar and two recently excommunicated 
toczy. The Protestant clergymen journeyed first the 
Ukraine, presumably foster good relations between 
their church and the Greek Orthodox Ukrainian hierachy 
and people. The Catholics went Lithuania, where 
Bishop Hamvas celebrated high mass and Horvath gave 
glowing report Tass (Moscow) interviewer the 
situation the Roman Catholic Church Lithuania. 


1958 Budget 


April the National Assembly unanimously “ap- 
proved” the government’s budget for 1958 with mini- 
mum discussion (Radio Budapest, April and 18). 
The published figures were follows, comparison with 
last year (in billions forint 


1958 1957 

Revenue 19.8 52.6 
State enterprises 37.3 36.2 
Expenditure 51.8 


Minister Finance Istvan Antos explained that the 
smaller size the budget this year was due the loss 
the foreign loans which had propped Hungary’s econ- 
omy last year. (Former Minister Finance Karoly Olt, 
speaking behalf the budget, said that loans from the 
Soviet bloc since the Revolt had totaled 3.6 billion forint. 
Emphasizing the need for economy expenditures, Antos 
said that industrial investment during 1958 would con- 
centrated expanding the energy base—where there 
still serious lag—and projects that would reduce im- 
ports and increase exports. The government hopes in- 


crease exports percent 1958, effort main- 
tain domestic consumption its present level spite 
the cutback foreign aid. Antos also said that the danger 
inflation, which had appeared most serious the be- 
ginning 1957, had been averted; the quantity money 
circulation reached its highest level February 1957, 
declining after that “normal proportions,” and the peo- 
ple had shown their confidence the currency increas- 
ing their savings deposits level considerably higher 
than before the Revolt, stated. The budget for 1957 
closed with surplus 1.3 billion forint instead the 
expected 800 million forint. 

addition the planned surplus 1.1 billion forint 
for 1958, the budget also allots reserve fund more than 
billion forint the Council Ministers for contingen- 
cies. Credits for collective farms are being increased 
percent total about 528 million forint. 


Contract Buying Farm Produce 

Since the Nagy abolition compulsory 
deliveries agricultural produce the State during the 
October 1956 Revolt, the Hungarian regime has been 
forced pay the peasants higher prices for its purchases. 
April Magyar Nemzet (Budapest) published the 
outline forthcoming decree which tightens the system 
contract purchasing the State. Under this decree 
the bulk purchasing administration will make 
contracts with the producers most commodities pur- 
chase what they grow, and will supervise the fulfillment 
the contracts. For some products the purchase price 
will established advance. Producers signing contracts 
will able borrow against their promised deliveries. 

Similar forms contract purchasing have been used 
the past spur the production particular crops for 
which farmers lacked incentive. The method has also been 
tried large scale Romania and Bulgaria substi- 
tute for the hated system compulsory deliveries. Vilmos 
Saghy, Deputy Minister Food, indicated Nepszabad- 
sag (Budapest) April that the regime sees contract 
purchasing way regulating agricultural production 
without having rely the play supply and demand 
expressed the free market. stressed the import- 
ance the government’s effort increase agricultural 
exports, particularly pigs and poultry, another factor 
extending the contract system. 


unusually outspoken Czechoslovak cartoon the privileges 
the regime elite. Left, the first class railroad compartments, 
two officers; right, the second class compartments are jammed 
with common citizens. Caption: “Class Warfare.” 


Cartoon and quoted caption from 
Rohac (Bratislava), April 18, 1958 


J =, 


Czechoslovakia 


Harshness Increases 

all fronts the regime expanded its drive against ex- 
ternal and internal “enemies” its 
While the highest Party functionaries, well the official 
press and radio, were increasing the bitterness their at- 
tacks the and the West, intensively publicized “war 
crimes” trials featured anti-Church propaganda, and the 
campaigns against economic and independent 
craftsmen and small tradesmen were stepped up. There 
was also added emphasis the various security organs 
and the regime’s unabated efforts silence the restive 
Slovak “nationalists.” customary, aping the USSR 
reached almost perfect exactitude the regime’s stand 
Yugoslavia (see Area, above), well its servility 
the other points Soviet foreign policy. Although the de- 
nunciations Polish revisionists have been much abated 
late—due all probability the Gomulka govern- 
ments Own repressive measures the face Soviet de- 
mands for unity—the Czechoslovak offensive 
against areawide revisionism general remained shrill and 
unrelenting. 


Unrest Slovakia 


The continuing difficulties which the regime faces 
Slovakia have been recently demonstrated both the eco- 
nomic and military sectors national life. While the Army 
revamped its military service regulations give more rec- 
ognition the Slovak language, new reports “disturb- 
ances” the factories continued. These reports mirror the 
antagonism which the population well some Slovak 
Party members feel efforts tie their economic enter- 
prises ever more closely—and subservient position— 
those the Czech part the country. Another basis 
for resentment the regime policy transferring laborers 
from Slovakia the Czech provinces, which has apparently 
led conflicts between Slovak and Czech workers. dis- 
cussion the situation appeared the March issue 
Pravda (Bratislava), the central organ the Slovak Com- 
munist Party. Excerpts follow: 

“Local patriotism the Kosice plant 
Vychodoslovenske Strojarny is one of the sources of con- 
flict which divide two competing groups: those from 
Kosice and those from elsewhere. What most harmful 
the narrow, parochial outlook which prevents people from 
seeing that their factory could not exist without the help 
of other, particularly Czech, enterprises. ... Some of the 
leading personalities have evinced wrong and negative 
attitude toward the Czechs. This wrong attitude has led 
them into the arms the bourgeois-nationalists; they have 
acquired anti-Party opinions.” 


The journal went “justify” the “affiliation” the 
Kosice plant with another Brno (in Moravia), but 
quoted from the discussion meeting the Kosice plant 
which Chief Planner Husvar expressed “shock that are 
part the Brno Trust.” Pravda stated that Husvar 
was seconded Comrade Linhart, who objected that 
“Kosice should become just branch” the other factory. 


The Nonsensical Truth 


WORKERS our health service are 
already agreement that the [new] law 
galizing abortions for certain means great 
help those women for whom pregnancy creates 
difficult situation with way out, for whom preg- 
nancy sometimes catastrophe. And this the 
chief purpose the law, humane and just purpose. 
Therefore the frequently-made statement alleging 
that the purpose the law was ‘solve the housing 
problem’ ridiculous and (Rude Pravo 
April 1958. 
“We have asked the representative the District 
Institute National Health for suburban Bratislava, 


Dr. Jaroslav Socher, about his experiences with the 
law [on legal after two months 
About ninety women have applied for artificial in- 
terruption pregnancy our Institute. The com- 
mission has authorized cases. 


The main rea- 
son for the interruptions pregnancy was housing 
conditions.” (Praca April 11, 1958. 


The journal goes say that “Engineer Rybar tried 
prove that Socialist industrialization was making prog- 
ress Slovakia, but was advancing only Bohemia.” 
The Kosice meeting, which was called discuss the 
Party Central Committee’s circular letter the national 
economy (see East Europe, December, 1957, pages 46-47; 
January 1958, page 
cording Pravda: 


“At the the 
stated that wrong opinions were expressed during the 
discussion. submitted vote resolution, the tenor 
which was reflected the declaration that the Party 
organization does not agree with affiliation the factor- 


1es |. 


ended note defiance, ac- 


conclusion meeting, 


Slovak Official Army Language 


April 12, the same newspaper discussed the draft 
law the changed Military Service Act. this article, 
which reported speech the National Assembly De- 
fense Minister Bohumir Lomsky, the necessity for “unity” 
the armed forces was stressed. The journal stated that 
there should “no differentiation because ethnic na- 
among the soldiers. The statement the 1949 
Conscription Act that the defense force “is common the 
Czechs and Slovaks” was deleted, doubt order make 
the bill more appealing the minorities such Hungarians, 
who are subject service the armed forces. The bill also 
made use the Slovak language official the Army; pre- 
viously only Czech was official. concept and applica- 
tion uniform language command, which was 
lone away 


The new bill reduced from the age which 
young men become subject the draft. Deferments for 


educational reasons were shortened some cases. The final 


age which man can drafted was lowered from 
30. 


Death Sentences for 


Five alleged members the Slovak Hlinka Guard were 
sentenced death and others were condemned prison 
terms 12-25 years trials which took place during the 
month April. The men were charged with murdering 
persons the closing months World War 
orders the Nazi-supported Slovak People’s Party govern- 
ment, which the Hlinka Guard was instrument. 
earlier details see East Europe, May 1958, page 43. 

Both the remarkable belatedness the “discovery” 
this thirteen-year-old crime and the accompanying propa- 
ganda attacks the Catholic Church suggest that the 
trials are being used the regime combat its increasing 
difficulties with the nationalistic and predominantly Catho- 
lic Slovak population. Exemplifying the emphasis the 
Church the regime’s publicizing the trials, was the 
following passage from April Radio Prague broad- 
Cast: 


no 


“The trials revealed trait Slovak 
Fascism, the abuse religious leadership. particu- 
larly revolting feature People’s Party Fascism that hid 
its inhuman, bestial activities under the mantle the 
Catholic Church, that the assassins went their bloody 
work with blessing and that they received absolution 
afterward. The assault squads even had their own 
whose responsibility ultimately much greater 
than that the others. Instead raising the cross stop 


priests ‘ 


the crime and telling the criminals—many whom were 
only years age—remember, you are human beings 
and Slovaks, they used the cross for blessing the crimes.” 


Violently Attacked 


One the most violently anti-American harangues 
the post-Stalin period took place over Radio Pilsen, May 
Seeking tar both the and the West Germans with the 
same brush, the broadcast stated: 


“The Nazis murdered and razed the ground [the vil- 
lages Lidice and Lezaky. Are not those who now ap- 
proach from the west the name liberation and 
humanity similar them? This similarity means 
coincidental. the blood relationship between the swas- 
tika and the 


“Immediately after the Americans arrived, the 
the population Pilsen realized that one occupation 
army, that the Nazis, had been replaced another 
diktat, that the Americans.” 


The fury this attack was presaged the May Day 
speech Party boss President Antonin Novotny (Rude 
Pravo May 2), who denounced foreign policy 
relation the Soviet Union and the rearmament 
West Germany. “We refuse deceived,” stated, “by 
the assurances many Western politicians that the leaders 
West Germany have militaristic designs.” Novotny 
added, “We not believe them, because discern 
beyond our western borders many determined attempts 
interfere the internal affairs the people’s demo- 
cratic countries.” The Party chief did not fail stress 


The areawide campaign reduce bureaucratic overhead indus- 

try continues. Top panel: bureaucrat hidden 

marked “Confidential,” says, never find 

here.” Bottom panel: “They found him anyway,” worker 

Rohac (Bratislava), March 28, 1958 


that his regime would “forever safeguard freedom and na- 
tional and political independence means brotherly 
friendship and mutual cooperation with the Soviet Union.” 


Auxiliary Guard Hailed 


April 27, Mlada Fronta hailed the first na- 
tional conference the “Auxiliary Guard members the 
national security forces.” The “Auxiliaries” are recruited 
from Party organizations, especially among youth; they 
with security organs their spare time. They 
have been responsible for 28,000 arrests since their organiza- 
tion five years ago. 

The new emphasis the “Auxiliaries,” together with 
the recent creation the Local Security,” 
are symptoms the regime’s increasing efforts insure 
its control over the population. 


Campaign Against Criminals" 

The drive against the remnants private enterprise— 
storekeepers, independent craftsmen, etc.—was intensified 
after April meeting the Council Ministers, 
which was implied that “economic criminals” and 
comprised large proportion those engaged 
private trade. According Rude Pravo, April 27, the 
meeting called for increased all those 
who operate “outside the realm the Socialist economy.” 
Two days later, the same journal, editorializing the 


subject, stated that “it high time take the harshest 
and most severe steps against these paper 
added that “they not have the right continue their 
trades, and every decent citizen will agree that the trade 
license must withdrawn from such saboteurs.” 


Less Heat Toward Poland 


The currently muted notes the areawide ideological 
feud between the orthodox States and Poland were sounded 
April speech Deputy Premier Vaclav Kopecky 
celebration Lenin’s 88th birthday (Rude Pravo, 
April 22). While Czechoslovak aggressiveness toward the 
other State the area, Yugoslavia, rose 
direct proportion the choler the USSR, the attitude 
toward revisionism Poland was longer denunciatory. 
Kopecky did not castigate particular Poles name, and 
his allusions “rightist-opportunist tendencies” was di- 
rected “certain Socialist which was, 
intended include Poland, but nevertheless far cry from 
the straightforward castigations past months. The Deputy 
general attack revisionism was couched 
standard terms, and sought, usual, link with the 
Hungarian Revolt. called revisionist manifestations 
Czechoslovakia “only phenomena. 

Some three weeks previous speech, ar- 
ticle Predvoj (Bratislava), April alluded directly 
Poland and its revisionist problem, but dealt con- 
gratulatory manner with the Gomulka regime’s efforts 
purge the “offenders” Party ranks. The article 
stressed the alleged small number revisionists Poland, 
but emphasized that “the majority them public work 
and thus have great possibilities influence.” 


1958 Budget 


Minister Finance Julius Duris presented the 
State budget the National Assembly April 15. Total 
revenue set 94.725 million koruny and expenditure 
94,530 million koruny, leaving the unusually small sur- 
plus 195 million koruny. The smaller size the budget 
comparison with last year’s was ascribed the reduc- 
tions wholesale prices that took place January 
Duris said that real terms the budget was percent 
larger than last year. The outline the 1958 budget 
follows, compared with last vear’s planned budget (in 


from 


FOLLOWING POIGNANT complaint appeared 
bi-weekly periodical, Hlas Ludu (Bratislava 
published the regional Communist Party commit- 

tee: 
“In the district Nove Mesto one now al- 


lowed die, because impossible buy coffin 
wreath. 


happened that someone recently 
died the village Bzincie pod Javorinou. The 
relatives had travel some kilometers 
search coffin.” 


billions 


1958 1957 
Revenue 94.7 98.2 
“Socialist” sector 80.4 85.1 
Direct taxes 11.3 10.7 
Other 3.0 2.4 
Expenditure 94.5 97.9 
National economy 53.2 
Education, cultural, 
health, social 36.9 31.9 
Defense and 8.9 
Administration 


The decrease expenditure the national economy 
compared last year was said due partly the 
reduction wholesale prices and partly the inclusion 
the State housing program (3.8 billion koruny) under 
Finance Minister Duris said that social 
security expenditures will nearly one-third more than 
last year (including the payment 9.581 billion koruny 
2,135,000 pensioners 


social services. 


Expenditures education and cul- 
ture will total 7.08 billion koruny, health care 5.9 billion 
and health insurance payments 7.3 billion. 

Slovakia’s share the total budget will 15.8 billion 
koruny the revenue and 17.5 billion koruny the ex- 
penditure. 


Bulgaria 
Union Muzzled 


According available reports, the regime managed 
stifle most expressions dissatisfaction the annual meet- 
ing the Writers’ Union, April 7-9. The gathering ap- 
pears have been much less stormy one than the Novem- 
ber 29-December conclave the Union’s Party organiza- 
tion and was unrepresentative the widespread and artic- 
ulate ferment among the country’s literary men. (For 
earlier details the Bulgarian Writers’ Revolt, see the 
article that name East Europe, March 1958, also 
May 1958, pages 50-56. 

The April meeting was important both for orthodox 
formulations the Union hierarchy, First Party Secre- 
tary Todor Zhivkov and “repentant” writers, and for 
the courageous silence ambiguity those authors who 
did not produce self-criticism. 
latter, Emil Manov, Boris Delchev, Kamen 
Leda Mileva 


November-Dec ember 


and 
all Communists and all attacked during the 


Presidium. significant that this Presidium was 
not “unanimously has been the case the 
past, but was chosen by 


Front April 
move which may have been 


great (Literaturen 
small concession 
the disgruntled writers, the unpopular regime 
Khristo Radevski, was replaced 
Georgi Karaslalov. 


Radevski, however, presided over the 
gathering, 


delivered the Presidium’s report—an extremely 


orthodox oration, demanding realism” 


and de- 
Among his more 


nouncing revisionism 


and rebutted some the 
efforts self-criticism. 


notable 


“Newly developed mechanical method for the transport grain.” 


Kooperativno Zemedelie (Sofia), July 1957 


statements were: “Our writers must learn from the Soviet 


writers. Soviet literature provides example every 
respect. the leading element world progressive 
culture.” (Literaturen Front, April 10.) 


Zhivkov Speaks 


The address Party chief Todor Zhivkov the Writers’ 
Union regime dictates 
and provided summation the forms ferment among 
literary 


stressed literary conformism 


men. The chief offenders, according 
the revisionists, the young and the silent writers. The 
artistic 
most cases not outstandingly 
creative workers, but victims frustrated ambitions 


are 


revisionists described follows: “Individual 


and cultural workers 


sought, with the help ‘innovations’ and artistic 
methods broader than Socialist realism, overcome their 
shortcomings men and artists, and thus satisfy their 
the Party boss criticized name two the country’s most 
prominent unorthodox writers: 


must regretted that some our writers, such 
Comrades Emil and Todor Genov, have hurriedly 
written and published works which are both politically and 
artistically weak. Let hope that they are already aware 
their error and that they see the correct path along 
which they must march. Let hope that these authors 
will give us new works which ideologically and artistically 
surpass what they have given thus far, and thus justify 
our hope them.” 


Still the subject revisionism, Zhivkov spoke the 
“slogan freedom and democracy,’ which was raised 
elements” 
1956 Hungarian Revolt. “It regretted that certain 
honest people were caught this fishhook,” said. 

Zhivkov laid particular stress the “decadent ten- 
young writers: “We see young creators our 
poetry, literature, cinematographic art, pictorial art, music 
and theater 
victims harmful influences linked with modernist and 


Bulgaria during the October 


who have way and thus become 
surrealist trends.” 
formalist 


themes. Another form Socialist which 


also castigated the use “bourgeois- 


and the avoidance contemporary 


Zhivkov found “absolutely incomprehensible” the con- 
duct “contemporary critics, who the past used 
struggle with pen and word for the cause Socialism, 
but who prefer today keep silent.” 

The Party Secretary also recalled the April 1956 Plenum 
the Party, defending the decisions that meeting which 
“condemned the cult the individual” and deposed Sta- 
linist Vulko Chervenkov from the leadership, but which, 
according Zhivkov, “rejected most resolutely” the sug- 

-though now the re- 
did not attend the meeting 


gestions that the economic policy was wrong. 
was notable that Chervenkov 
gime’s Minister Culture 
the Writers’ Union. 

the other significant portions his address, Zhivkov 
cautioned his listeners not “misunderstand the Chinese 
slogan: ‘let all flowers blossom: let all schools thought 
The Party boss said that some “incorrect” com- 
rades have “deprived this slogan its Marxist-Leninist 
meaning.” also provided remarkable definition 
literary creativity: “The essence and main task litera- 
ture and art under conditions Socialism inspire 
and mobilize the efforts and enthusiasm the masses 
the struggle for the realization the practical tasks con- 
nected with Socialist construction.” 


Criticism and Self-Criticism 


During the course the meeting the Writers’ Union 
there were periods general discussion which some 
the writers made fulsome apologies for unorthodox work, 
others remained stubbornly silent, and still others embarked 
brave counterattacks, even they appeared de- 
fending Socialist realism (Literaturen Front, April 17). 
Among the latter was the young Communist poet, Georgi 
Dzhagarov, who said: “It positive fact that during 
the past two years, the writers did oppose some dogmatic 
conceptions Socialist realism. Some people among 
are very fond advancing formulations pretending 
cover the content Socialist realism. These comrades 
have the impression that Socialist realism like the tab- 
lets Moses’ Ten Commandments—everlasting and un- 
changeable. But this not 

These words were attacked outgoing Secretary-General 


Radevski, who stated that Dzhagarov “must re-examine 
his positions, because once again has tried reject our 
efforts abolish the things against which are fighting 
and which this meeting have unanimously con- 
demned.” 

Among those writers attacked for their sins” 
the November-December meeting, only Lyudmil Stoy- 
anov, Boris Delchev and Todor Genov took the floor, and 
these only made—or was forced make—a 
“satisfactory” exercise self-criticism: 

“As listened the report the First Secretary our 
Party, Todor Zhivkov, felt and accepted the brotherly 
hand extended the Party. will indeed help 
combat faults and waywardness. very thank- 
ful writer, citizen and Communist for the care 
which the Party gives promise bend all 

efforts writer the recreation our beautiful Father- 
land, participate with all strength the heroic work 
the Party, outlining the bright and glorious perspectives 
our future. These perspectives, this dream and this 
struggle our Party will perspectives, dream, 


Composers Censured 


Composers were warned stop the crea- 
tion the type music which “has the most effect 
the working people” the April edition Narodna 
Kultura (Sofia). The journal, which was saluting the 
annual meeting the Composers’ Union (April 28-29 
called the present state opera, ballet and “the mass 
unsatisfactory. went say that “the Bulgarian 


Bulgaria and the UAR 


BETWEEN BULGARIA and the United Arab 
Republic increasing rapidly. Thus, while 
1955 trade with Syria amounted 482,000 dollars, 
1957 increased 5,887,000 dollars, that is, 
more than twelve times. Trade with Egypt 1955 
amounted 698,000 dollars. 1957 increased 
7,952,000 dollars, that is, more than eleven times. 
with traditional goods like tobacco, yellow 
cheese, pumpkin seed, timber and forth, Bulgaria 
also exporting Egypt and Syria number in- 
dustrial products such machinery, electric equip- 
ment, chemicals, porcelain and glass products, and 
other goods. Bulgaria previously imported only cot- 
ton from Syria and Egypt—in 1957 alone Bulgaria 
purchased over 5,000 tons cotton—but recent 
years, simultaneously with the steady growth trade 
between Bulgaria and the United Arab Republic, 
Bulgaria and Syria have cooperated successfully 
the drafting and construction number complex 
industrial projects, field which Bulgaria has had 
considerable experience during its recent years 
Socialist building.” Boris Taskov, Bulgarian Minister 
Trade, interview broadcast Radio Sofia, 
April 28, 1958. 


people want from its composers music reflect their heroic 
labor, their rich spiritual life, music protect and in- 
spire the building Socialism.” 

the meeting, the Union’s Secretary-General Philip 
Kutev advocated closer ties the people and “works 
hailing the new heroic (Radio Sofia, April 
Dimeter Ganev, secretary the Party, told the com- 
posers devote more attention music for the youth 
and create more lyric, dancing and light (Radio 
Sofia, April 30). 


Journalists Meet 


The annual meeting the Union took 
place Sofia, April 20. Slavcho Vasev, Chairman the 
group, read the annual report, Party-line document 
which stressed that the Union must work, “under the lead- 
ership the Central Committee the Communist Party, 
for the further development and perfection our Socialist 
press” (Rabotnichesko Delo April 21). The same 
journal also carried the text speech the gathering 
Party Secretary Dimitar Ganev who castigated revision- 
ism, defended Soviet foreign policy, denounced the West 
and presented the following prescription for “Socialist” 
journalism: 


tl 


“We demand that our press pure and attractive. Our 
Party has always considered that its press should en- 
joyed and sought the people, but not for amusing 
stultifying, dreamy and decadent contents which avoid the 
vital problems life. Under the constant care and leader- 
ship the Communist Party, must valued for its 
convincing class and proletarian propaganda and agitation, 
for its active organizational role for its criticism 
everything decadent that hinders the struggle for 
Socialism and Communism.” 


Rights Managers Extended 

In line with the policy of decentralizing the manage- 
ment industry now being pursued most Soviet bloc 
countries, the Bulgarian regime issued decree March 
granting more powers decision managers enter- 
prises and local trade union bodies Delo 
April 1). The measure, passed joint meeting 
the Central Committee the Communist Party, the 
Council Ministers and the Central Council Trade 
Unions, states that “the managers enterprises should 
entitled solve with greater degree independence 
the problems linked with the production activity the 
enterprises, and especially problems connected with the 
planning production, the organization labor and the 
utilization enterprise funds for material 
specifically, managers will now 
right approve and alter their own monthly 
the framework the quarterly plans, more flexibility 
making investments not governed the plans, and the 
right determine the number employees and the de- 
tails their wages within the limits the wage fund 
established higher authorities 


Trade Unions Control 


changes are clearly not major 


and 


will serve only 


remove some the crippling rigidities 
centralized administration. Moreover, the decree ac- 
companied the new managerial rights with corresponding 
powers for the trade unions. These may expected 
serve the Party’s watchdogs the factories and muni- 
The unions are have voice all managerial 
decisions and the appointment and dismissal man- 
agers themselves. “The higher-ranking administrative-eco- 
nomic organs are bound require that managers 
enterprises submit, along with their draft plans, the 
ion the corresponding trade union organizations these 
plans. When proposals made the trade union organ- 
izations are not accepted the 
organs, they must explain the reasons for this the work- 
ers collectives.” In case of disagreement between man- 
agement and union, the dispute may referred 
organs for decision. the Ministerial level, the 
committees the various trade unions will have 
voice “the discussion annual and long-range plans 
all Ministries and and the latter are re- 
quired “consider most carefully” the opinions union 
officials 


The Enterprise Fund 


decree also abolished the fund the 
fund, establishing its place new “enter- 
prise fund.” This fund will composed sums received 
for fulfilling overfulfilling the production plan 
enterprise, maximum amount seven percent 
the annual payroll. The fund spent housing 
projects for employees (35 percent), premium awards 
exemplary workers (25 percent), “cultural ser- 
and the introduc- 
tion improved techniques percent). The 


contained detailed provisions for setting the premiums 
awarded workers, stating that premiums must linked 
directly with fulfillment the plan, better utilization 
techniques, increases productivity, reduction costs 
and higher profits. limited premiums the following 
amounts: percent the basic wage for apprentices, 
percent the basic wage for journeymen, and per- 
cent the basic for administrative 
employees. 


Yugoslav Writer Termed 


issue appearing April 17, one day 
attack the Yugoslav Party, the Sofia journal 
Vecherni Novini berated article which had appeared 
the Belgrade paper, Nin, February. Written touring 
Yugoslav journalist, the Nin account reported Bulgaria 
fashion which brought forth such rejoinders 
der distortion evil intention” from the Sofia pub- 
lication. Vecherni Novini complained: 

“With satanic distortions our guest describes the ‘suffer- 
ings’ the Sofia inhabitants and expresses compassion for 
them. Thus, Sofia inhabitants cannot buy the kind 
meat they ‘It the personal affair and 

that of the State what cuts of meat he will give you.’ The 
intentions are clear—the State-fixed uniform prices 
are blame. There lack free initiative trade 


wer 


absent. other words, misses things which are dear 
believes that nylon stockings are the ‘unful- 


fillable dream’ Bulgarian that ‘Sofia citizens 


can rarely afford the pleasure visiting 


Bulgarian journal summed its opinion the 
article the word “ridiculous!” 


Romania 
Party Dissatisfaction with Cadres 


While areawide denunciations the West, the Yugo- 
slavs and the revisionists garnered most the world’s at- 
tention, the bane Communist day-to-day organizational 
woes—apathy and local level—continued 
receive its due from the regime press. April 
Tineretului (Bucharest) scolded members the Commu- 
nist Union Working Youth (UTM 
ness “political education.” The organization “shows 
little concern for the manner which Marxist-Leninist 
knowledge being absorbed the students,” 
journal. also stated that “certain UTM organizations 
fail adopt firm, combative stand against manifestations 
indiscipline and liberalism, promoted certain hostile 
elements infiltrated into the ranks the students.” The 
newspaper called for especially greater order “to 
achieve certain good results et 


for lack aggresive- 


among the 25,000 students 
attending higher education establishments” Bucharest. 


Forced Collectivization Chided 


Party functionaries working for agricultural collectivi- 
zation were chided the Party daily, Scinteia 
April 16, for applying illegal pressure peasants join 
the collectives. The newspaper stated that certain officials 
the Party, “chasing easy success, have established unreal 
and bureaucratic goals, the fulfillment which has neces- 
sitated methods pressure instead persuasion through 
political conviction.” 

The same journal April related the deeds cer- 
tain people who had recently been dismissed 
from the Party. Among these was “known businessman 
and former Iron Guard member (Fascist prewar political 
party), who became the manager the Post Office 
Suici, due lack Party vigilance.” Another case men- 
tioned the paper was that the Secretary the Party 
organization Curtea Arges who “hindered other peo- 
ple from becoming Party members,” because his 
sympathies. second Party Secretary from the Curtea 
Arges district “hindered agricultural 
and tolerated the activity people “such the former 
Iron Guardist who became commercial manager the 
Ageva Collective and this capacity perpetrated fraud 
36,000 


Pressure Writers 


The cleavage among literary men was dramatized recently 
controversy over Matei Caragiale’s novel, “Gentlemen 
the Old This work, whose author died 1936, 
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Texts and Documents 


KOMMUNIST ATTACK YUGOSLAVIA 


Weeks be fore the Seventh Congress of the Yugoslaz Le acue of Communist 

which took place April 22-26, the draft program the League was sent the 
“Socialist” countries for their “comradely comments.” The Soviet reply, the 
form lengthy article the monthly theoretical journal Kommunist, 
political bombshell, one that bound radically alter future Yugoslav rela- 
tions with the Soviet bloc. The blast, which was soon followed by a savage 
Chinese attack, has torn shreds the delicate pattern reconciliation the 
post-Stalinist era; has also forced the Polish regime take stand the 
issues stake, thus enormously complicating its own endeavors find 
and acce ptable “road to Socialism.” The arti le derives adds d im portance from 
the fact that not only answer the Yugoslavs but also, and more essen- 
tially, constitutes the unofficial counter-platform the Soviet Party and all 
Communist Parties throughout the world. fact, seems that the article 
deemed necessary largely because the Yugoslavs, with their detailed program, 
were threatening fill void long neglected the Soviets. recent years 
Soviets have produced many “theses” but overall program, even though 
commission had been appointed far back 1952 draw one com- 
pared many the “theses” advanced the 20th Congress shows 
hardening the Soviet position. While disputing Yugoslav views, real alleged, 
the article, among other points, rejects the posstbility evolutionary transi- 
dictatorship,” demands Soviet leadership all Communist countries and 
attacks the This text was broadcast, English, Radio Moscow, April 20: 


stresses 


DRAFT PROGRAM the League 
Communists, drawn the commis- 
Central Committee the 
League and submitted for consideration 


sion of the 


the Seventh Congress which will open 
Apr. 22, was published Yugoslavia 
March and now being discussed. Ac- 
cording the Yugoslav press, the 
course the discussion the Communists 
Yugoslavia are voicing numerous com- 
ments and suggestions with the aim 
helping the final drafting the pro- 
gram. Consideration and adoption 
program big event the every 
Communist Party. internal mat- 
ter for the Party, but naturally arouses 
the interest Communists other coun- 
tries as well. 

The draft program the League 
Communists attracts attention for the ad- 
ditional reason that the questions posed 
extend far beyond the scope in- 
ternal Yugoslav problems. This clearly 
stated the introductory part the 
draft. The program the 
Communists Yugoslavia 


League 
represents 
analysis present-day contradictions 
the world and determines the views 
and stand Yugoslay 
garding general problems 


cial, economic, relations 
the world. The program the League 
Communists Yugoslavia expresses opin- 
ions based principles concerning cer 
tain the most important problems 
the 
movement and the development So- 


cialism the whole world. 


A look at 


League 


the draft 
Communists 


program the 
reveals that 
Marxism-Leninism and contains quite 
a few correct generalizations. 

But, the same time, 
contains many theses that are clearly 
contradiction with the theory and practice 
Marxism-Leninism and with the theory 
and practice the world Communist 
movement. This especially refers such 
questions that contemporary inter- 
national development the two world 
systems, the experience Socialist con- 
struction various countries, the USSR 
the first place, the Socialist State, 
proletarian internationalism and relations 
between Socialist 


countries and between 


Communist Parties, and the eption 
modern revisionism and dogmatism. 


fact cannot overlooked that the 


appraisal the present international sit- 
uation, the development the world 
Socialist system, and the international 
labor and Communist 
tained the draft program, number 
important points contrary the ap- 
praisal the declaration and peace mani- 
festo adopted by the meeting of repre- 
and Workers’ 
Parties November, 1957. The authors 
of the draft that at the 


present stage the struggle for Socialism, 


Communist 


sentatives of 


program note 


certain differences opinion 
some theoretical and practical problems 
the matter not one particular 
problems, but problems principle 
regarding the theory and practice 
cialism, which special conception 
put forward the draft program the 
League Communists. 


At this 


moment, when the draft pro 


discussed Yugoslavia, would 
ike put forward some comradely com 
ment number questions prin 
ciple, the hope that they will favor- 
ably received and considered by the au- 


thors the draft. 


Capitalism and the State 


prominent place the draft pro 
gram the League Communists 
Yugoslavia devoted the question 
modern capitalism and the transition 
Socialism The 
that parallel with revolutionary Socialist 


changes, 


central idea 
transformation capitalism into Social- 
ism taking place. The attempt prove 
that Socialist society may also emerge in 
evolutionary manner has entailed 

stream antiscientific, non-Marxist, non- 
Leninist 


reasoning regarding 


nomena and 


processes 
capitalism. 
the draft program, 


concerning monopolistic 


correct theses 
capitalism 
interspersed incorrect 


cially parts where the subject 


with 
the State monopolistic capitalism preva 
lent today developed capitalist coun- 
tries. this document, prominence 
given political factors the develop 
ment State monopolistic capitalism, 
the detriment analysis the inter- 
nal economic laws inherent capitalism 
While correctly noting the increased rol 


of the bourgeois State in capitalist econ- 


omy, the authors the draft, the same 
time, present wrong picture relations 
between monopolistic capital 
State 


The State, the draft program says, ex- 


ercises more and more control over capi- 


Q 
4 4 


tal, partially limiting the right private 
management capitalist property and 
depriving the owners private capital 
certain independent functions econ- 
omy and society. The process of cohe- 
sion the leadership monopoly with 
State machinery continuing further. 
This leadership changing, ever 
increasing degree, its former, fully inde- 
pendent role certain fields its ac- 
tivity, while certain functions the mo- 
nopolies are increasingly going over the 
State. 

The idea that State interference nar- 
rows the basis the economic might 
monopolistic capital has nothing com- 
mon with the actual state affairs 
capitalist society. Has the nationalization 
individual enterprises individual in- 
dustries Britain, Italy, France nar- 
rowed the basis the economic might 
the least. has freed the capital 
monopolies that were bogged down 
technically backward and unprofitable in- 
dustries—the has 
shifted the burden the taxpayer and 


coal industry, etc. 


made possible for capitalists invest 
their capital other, more profitable in- 
dustries. has offered all monopolies 
the opportunity profiting from the fact 
that the backward industries have been re- 
equipped government expense, and the 
monopolies can now get cheap coal, elec- 


tricity, etcetera. 


State Class 


control and adjustment effected 
capitalist State limit the rights capi- 
talists earn and dispose their prop- 
erty? they lessen the degree ex- 
ploitation hired labor? course not. 
sufficient pose the Leninist ques- 
tion: Who controls whom? That is, 
which class controls and which con- 
becomes apparent that con- 
trol and adjustment bourgeois State 
are carried out the interests the mo- 
nopolies against the working class. The 
growth State monopolistic capitalism 
means the further strengthening mo- 
nopolies, the further concentration 
economic and political power 
hands, and the use the State mo- 
nopolies their own mercenary interest 
the detriment the interests the 
working people. 

How far the authors the draft pro- 
gram deviate from Leninism may seen 
Insofar 
functions are 


from their following contention: 
individual economic 
shifting over more and more from private 
capital the State and the rights 
private capital are also being limited 
other ways, the pressure new elements 


the economy, Socialist their objec- 
tive tendencies, coming bear more 
and more the capitalist mode pro- 
duction. 


the authors the draft program, 
the State becomes super class organi- 
zation opposed both antagonistic classes 
capitalist society—the bourgeois and 
the proletariat. The State machinery, the 
draft says, its aspirations attain 
independent role, rises above society and 
displays tendency limit ever in- 
creasing degree both the role private 
capital and the role the working class. 
There can doubt that the bourgeois 
State limits the role the working class 
or, to be more exact, it attacks the poli- 
tical rights and vital economic interests 
of the proletariat. 

But can any more less substantial 
facts cited regarding the bourgeois 
State coming out against the interests 
the bourgeois class, against monopolistic 
No, they cannot. The bourgeois 
State may come out, and does come out, 
against the small and middle capitalists 
to the benefit of the big ones. It may 
limit this that individual stock hold- 
ing company, but always and invariably 
acts the general interests the bour- 
geoisie and the interests monopo- 
listic capital. Lenin justly noted, and life 
daily confirms, that steps toward greater 
monopolization and greater State control 
industry are inevitably accompanied 
increased exploitation the working 
masses, increased oppression, diffi- 
culties repulsing the exploiters, in- 
creased reaction and military despotism 
and, the same time, invariably lead 
the tremendous growth profits the 
big capitalists the expense all other 
strata the population, the enslave- 
ment the working masses for many 
decades through payment tributes 
the capitalists the form billions 
interest loans. 

Under present conditions, 
world system Socialism scoring enor- 
mous success that inspires popular masses 
capitalist countries, the monopolistic 
bourgeoisie forced certain concessions 
does not the least mean that the bour- 
geois State is above classes and acts al- 
adjuster the field labor and property 
relations, contended the draft pro- 
gram the League Communists. 


Role Capitalist Bureaucracy 


Neither does real life bear out the thesis 
stated the draft that, allegedly, the 
greater equilibrium achieved the poli- 
tical struggle between the bourgeoisie and 


the working class for influence and posi- 
tion the system State capitalism, the 
more independent become the functions 
bureaucracy. Undoubtedly, num- 
ber capitalist countries, the strength 
the proletariat has grown, but the State 
machinery continues remain 
hands the imperialist bourgeoisie and 
carries out its will. The thesis the in- 
dependence the State the conditions 
contemporary capitalism obliterates the 
class essence the bourgeois State and 
distracts the attention the proletariat 
from the historic task the revolutionary 
conquest power. 

The modern bourgeois State or- 
ganization the capitalist class defend 
the general conditions capitalist pro- 
duction. This actually represents State 
capitalists, and ideal aggregate capital- 
ism. The more productive forces takes 
its hands, the more citizens exploits. 
The workers remain the capacity 
hired laborers, proletarians, while the capi- 
talists remain capitalists-exploiters. The 
State monopolistic ownership does not re- 
solve the conflict between the productive 
forces and production relations, but mere- 
ly contains the possibility of its being 
resolved. The nationalization 
separate industries capitalist society, 
important may be, cannot lead di- 
rectly to Socialism. 


This borne out facts. Thus, for 
example, the Labor government Britain 
did not lead the country Socialism 
through its nationalization certain in- 
dustries. For Socialism come nec- 
essary that the working class establish its 
political rule, take into its own hands the 
basic means production, and effect 
Socialist reorganization society. Social- 
ism exists only those countries where 
this has happened. Marxists and Lenin- 
ists have always maintained that state 
capitalism does not transcend into Social- 
ism its own accord but only means 
its Socialist revolution. State monopo- 
listic capitalism merely enhances the ma- 
for the emergence 
Socialism. 

Together with correct theses, the draft 
program the League Communists 
contains many that contradict them and 
lead the conclusion that possible 
arrive Socialism through mere in- 
creased accumulation Socialist features, 
elements, tendencies capitalism, that 
through the spontaneous growth So- 
cialism within the system capitalism. 
For instance, noting that the transition 
Socialism may effected only through 
the conscious political activities the 
working class, the authors immediately re- 
duce these activities merely to the strug- 


- 


gle for the leading role the government 
machinery, that the existing bour- 
They speak the 
penetration Socialist tendencies into 


government. 
the system state capitalism. They say 
that the specific forms state capitalist 
relations may represent either the last ef- 
forts capitalism for its preservation 
the first step toward Socialism, they 


may both the same time, and 


forth. 


One cannot agree such posing 
the question the transition 
talism Socialism. Marxism-Leninism 
believes that, Lenin wrote, capitalism 
itself creates its own gravedigger, itself 
creates the elements the new system 
and, the same time, without jump, 
these individual elements change nothing 
the general manner things. They 
not affect the rule capital. The 
authors the draft program consider that 
called economic democracy depends 
the successful struggle for the nationali- 
zation industry, for the participation 
workers management nationalized 
and private production. However, the 
participation workers management 
of capitalist production in itself, isolated 
is not of a 
Isolated 


from mass political struggle, such slo- 


from mass political struggle, 
revolutionary Socialist nature. 
gan nothing else but appeal for the 
integration workers’ organizations into 
the capitalist system, appeal reject 
revolutionary struggle. 

the draft program attention also 
attracted bv the over-simplified treatment 
the question the ways social de- 
countries liberated 
This 


problem presented without all-round 


from 


colonial oppression. complicated 
consideration the peculiarities these 
countries and the influence the whole 
aggregate internal and external factors 


their development. 


dealing with the bourgeois State 
super-class organization, the authors 
the draft program the League Com- 
munists deviate from the Leninist teach- 
ing regarding the breaking the old 
bourgeois State machinery and the crea- 
tion new proletarian one. The whole 
issue reduced merely the struggle be- 
tween workers and capitalists for control 
over the given State machinery. The bour- 
geoisie, the draft says, attempts main- 
tain many its positions and essential 
place through its decisive control over the 
machinery State power. opposed 
this the working class consciously and 
constant pressure 


spontaneously 


toward the elimination curtailment 


the privileges the bourgeoisie, fighting 
for the expansion and acceleration the 
nationalization economic functions, for 
winning decisive influence over the insti- 
tutions governing these functions, for pos- 
session of State power 


Evolution Revolution 


The draft also states that the transition 
from State capitalism Socialism may 
effected through the struggle the work- 
ing class for the leading role the gov- 
ernment machinery, transforming the gov- 
ernment machinery into the servant 
society. 

Historical experience teaches us, and 
analysis modern social development 
from the stand Marxism-Leninism re- 
veals, that all cases the necessary prior 
approach the transition Socialism 
the conquest the proletariat, headed 
its vanguard, State power, establish- 
ment the political sway the working 
class, tatorship the proletariat one 
the other its forms, and through this 
power turning the means production 
into national State property 
ing Socialist transformations 

The Communist Parties consider that 
Socialist transformation society may 
take place depending on the concrete con- 
ditions one another country either 
forcibly peacefully, but even the peace- 
ful way one revolutionary develop- 
ment, one its forms. However, certain 
Yugoslav theoreticians speak not forci- 
ble peaceful ways, both which are 
revolutionary, but revolutionary and 
evolutionary ways, of which the latter is 
not revolutionary. 

The struggle the-working class for 


ciety along Socialist lines can be success- 


transformation 


ful only under the indispensable condition 
that conducted under the leadership 
Marxist-Leninist Party. But 
the authors the draft program the 
League Communists allow for the pos- 


since 


sibility nonrevolutionary evolutionary 
way Socialism, they naturally come 
the denial the leading role the Party. 
Moreover, they term the leading role 
the Communist Parties the revolution- 
ary labor movement Monopolism. The 
idea that the Communist Parties possess 
monopoly any type movement 
toward Socialism and that 
expressed only them and through them 
is, they state, theoretically wrong and 
very harmful practice. 

The authors the draft even consider 
that certain countries the working class 
may come power and Socialism 
without any political party its own. 


those countries where effect there 


classical political party the work- 
ing class, such the United States for 
example, most likely that the working 
masses organizing trade unions, primarily 
free trade unions, will become more and 
more involved the process the grow- 
ing conscious Socialist forces, the 
process the struggle enhance the 
public influence the working class, and 
for its 


leading role the 


power. there exist any such facts 
indicate that there are such conclusions? 


likelihood of 


especially the modern 


there any trade unions, 
trade unions 
that adhere the stand defending the 
capitalist order, leading the United States 
Socialism? Such assumption sure 


themselves. 


trade 


League Communists makes mention 


draft program the 


the contribution the Communist and 
Workers’ Parties, it says practically noth- 
ing the growth the international 


Communist movement 


present 
Stage, of the consolidation and cohesion 
its ranks. The center gravity 
shifted unsupported criticisms the 


the work the Com- 


mun Parties. seems that the qualities 
inherent these Parties are bureaucracy, 
dogmatism, opportunism, marked sec- 


larianism, an exaggerated idea of their 
power, ideological and political Monopo- 
lism, and forth 

Need 


are discord with facts and have noth- 


stated that such assertions 


common with principled comradely 
criticism 


possible among fraternal Com- 


munist Parties—the object which the 


enhancement ot their ideological and 
political The world Communist 
movement the great upsurge. The 


Communist and Workers’ Parties held 
Moscow last 


force the unity, cohesion, and 


autumn demonstrated with 


enormous successes this movement. 


serious drawback the 


Yugoslav Com- 


munists describing international rela- 


gram of the League of 


tions that ignores such world his- 


toric fact the division the world into 


two systems, the Socialist 


document contains such words 


Socialist world, but these imply not 


something very vague 


CXISts, but 
draft points out that Yugoslavia 
cialist country and component part 


the Socialist world, that is, the Socialist 


and progressive forces contemporary 
mankind. The draft does not show with 
sufficient clarity the main contradiction 
and struggle between the growing and 
strengthening world system Socialism 
enjoying the support the working class 
of the capitalist countries and the popu- 
lar masses the underdeveloped coun- 
tries the one hand, and the 
still holding rather strong 


The draft deals 


in effect not with the existence of the two 


li n 
capitalist systen 


other. 


positions the 


world systems, but with two military, 
tical blocs. Though the draft does note 
that the League Communists differen- 
tiates between the social, economic and 
political essence and the role of the ex- 
isting blocs, yet when concrete analysis 
the reasons for international tension 


made . the 


differences between the two 
ocs are not indicated. 

generally known that the problem 
war rooted the very essence 
Nevertheless, the authors 
the draft see the main reason interna- 


imperialism. 


tional tension not the aggressive policy 
the imperialist States, but the exist 
ence two military, political blocs. 

This obviously contradicts the Marxist- 
Leninist thesis concerning the reasons for 
international tension. the peace mani- 
“Where does the threat 


peace and the security the peoples 


festo said 
come from? The capitalist monopolies 
who have vested interest war, who 
dream war, and who have amassed un- 
precedented riches from the two world 
wars and the current arms race.” The 
manifesto further said: “Under the pres- 
sure the capitalist monopolies, and 
especially those the United States, the 
ruling circles some capitalist countries 
are rejecting proposals for disarmament, 
prohibition nuclear weapons, and other 
measures aimed preventing new war.” 
the same time the peace manifesto 
points out: “In all Socialist countries 
there are longer classes social groups 
interested war. Power these coun- 
tries the hands the workers and 
peasants, who all wars have been the 
greatest sufferers. possible that they 
The aim 
the Communists is to build a socie ty that 
pros- 
perity for all peoples, and eternal peace 


among 


could desire another war? 


will insure universal well-being, 
nations. The Socialist countries 
need lasting peace build such 


society.” 


Thus the peace manifesto, which in- 
cidentally was drawn 
with the participation the representa- 
tive the League Yugoslav Commu- 
nists, establishes that the danger the 


ause peace emanates from the capi- 


talist monopolies and that neither the 
Communist Parties nor the Socialist coun- 
tries have any motives for unleashing war 
launching armed attack against 
other countries. But the draft program 
the League Communists sees the exis- 
tence blocs the source the war 
menace, thus putting the peaceful policy 
the Socialist countries level with 
the aggressive policy the ruling circles 
the imperialist States. 

What surprising that the draft 
program says nothing about the increased 
unevenness the development capi- 
talism leading aggravation the con- 
tradictions among the imperialist States, 
about the revival West German 
tarism, the aggressive policy the United 
States, and the militarization the econ- 
omy the main capitalist countries. 
would seem that all these questions can- 
not ignored program Commu- 
nists, the more the task struggling 
against imperialist aggression stressed 
declaration 
adopted the Socialist countries and 


with special force in the 


The de« laration 


“Conducting the 


Communist movement. 
States: 
tions strength policy, the aggressive 
imperialist circles the United States 
seek establish their domination over 
the majority countries the world 
and hamper the onward march 
mankind accordance with the laws 
combating Communism, they are 
bring more and more countries under 
their domination, instigating destruction 
democratic freedoms, menacing the 
national independence the developed 
capitalist countries, trying enmesh the 
liberated peoples new forms colonial- 
ism, and conducting systematic subversive 
activities against the Socialist countries. 
acting this certain aggressive 
circles the United States try rally 
around themselves all the reactionary 
forces the world. Thereby these circles 
are becoming the center world reaction 
and are the most vicious enemies the 
popular masses.” However, all this was 
disregarded the authors the draft 
program the League Yugoslav Com- 
munists. 


The "Socialist Camp" 


becoming acquainted with the draft 
one gets the impression that its criticism 
objectively spearheaded against the 
Socialist countries and Workers’ Parties. 
Under the banner criticizing blocs, 
actually criticizes the unity the Com- 
munist Parties and the Socialist camp. 
common knowledge that the im- 


perialists and only the imperialists who 
are conducting the positions strength 
policy; yet the authors the draft pro- 
gram ascribe this policy the Socialist 


States well. “The impossibility 


longer and firmer stabilization interna- 
tional relations,” write the authors the 
draft, “results primarily from the fact 
that the aggravated state present con- 
tradictions still dictates policy which 


treats international exclusively 
from the positions strength this 
that great power bloc.” 


All the accusations which the peace- 


loving peoples justly advance against the 
imperialist policy the ruling circles 
Western powers, the draft program also 
ascribes without any grounds the So- 


cialist countries, using the handy word 
“hegemonism” both for the policy the 
imperialist and the Socialist States. Can 
said, for instance, that the USSR 


conducting foreign policy which can 


course 
not. The policy of force is a policy of 
preparation for world war, when 
power wants establish its domination 


classified policy force? 


over the world and impose its dictates 


other countries, when endeavors ex- 
ploit the world and get super profits for 
the monopolists. The USSR conduct- 
ing peaceful foreign policy. 


has 
aggressive predatory aims. The USSR 
has economic motives for seizing for- 


eign territories and plundering other na- 


tions. The policy force grows inevitably 


from the outlook the monopolistic 
bourgeoisie, which holds that force can 
delay even annul the operation ob- 


jective laws historical development. 
This the creed dying way. The 
USSR bases its policy Marxism-Lenin- 
idealists’ theory of force and which pro- 
ceeds from objective historical laws stipu- 


lating that dying social system re- 
placed another more advanced one. 


"Spheres 


( Ibjec tions and 


resolute protests are 
evoked the absolutely groundless de- 


liberations the draft program the 
so-called divisions into spheres influ- 
ence and spheres interest which the 
world’s first Socialist power allegedly par- 
ticipates. The draft states: method 
division spheres interest and 
other similar political forms appeared 
far back the conferences heads 
Allied States Teheran, Yalta and Pots- 
dam, and continued the 
riod.” another part the draft 
said: “The policy spheres interest 
has poisoned and continues poison 
international relations. 


The peoples 


? 


Germany, Korea and Vietnam live 
States having two different social systems. 
They are split artificial borders and 
represent smoldering hotbeds open hos- 
tilities.” 

common knowledge that the USSR 
was not endeavoring obtain for itself 
spheres interest and spheres influ- 
ence Teheran, Yalta, Potsdam. 
these conferences the USSR struggled 
for the national independence and State 
sovereignty the countries Central 
and Southeast Europe, never for spheres 
its own influence. This was one the 
conditions which enabled the peoples 
number countries liberated from the 
yoke Fascism choose the Socialist 
path development. 

far the partition Germany, 
Korea, and Vietnam concerned, the 
blame for this falls the imperialists, 
who object the peaceful unification 
each these countries. known from 
official documents that these questions, 
for instance the 
there was difference the positions 
the USSR and Yugoslavia. May 
recalled that the joint statement the 
governments the USSR and the Fed- 
eral People’s Republic Yugoslavia 
connection with the visit of Josip Broz- 
Tito, President the Federal People’s 
Republic Yugoslavia, the USSR 
reads part: “Both governments hold 
that present, when the territory 
postwar Germany States 
have been formed, necessary for the 
unification the country have negotia- 
tions between the Federal Republic 
Germany and the GDR. also hold 
that the other States, and first all the 
great powers, should act the same 
direction both the interests the Ger- 
man people and common interests.” 


The authors the draft program here 
again reproach both sides concerning the 
arms race, the policy balance power 
means armaments and utilization 
nuclear energy, though generally 
known that the Socialist camp bears 
responsibility for the arms race. The 
countries which comprise this camp 
everything their power stop the arms 
race, but goes without saying that the 
Socialist countries take all the necessary 
measures ensure their 
This circumstance also great sig- 
nificance for ensuring the security States 
which are not the Socialist camp. 


striking feature that the 
attacks against the foreign policy the 
USSR and other Socialist countries are 
contradiction what was stated Josip 
Tito, President the Federal People’s 
Republic Yugoslavia, Belgrade 


June 28, 1956, when the Yugoslav Gov- 
delegation returned from Mos- 
cow. “The part the declaration which 
devoted international problems,” 
said then, “shows that have identical 
views many major problems concern- 
ing the strengthening peace and inter- 
national cooperation, concerning the re- 
lations between States and peoples, and 
concerning the peaceful coexistence 
States with different social Com- 
rade Tito spoke very convin¢ ingly of the 
fact that the peoples the USSR prize 
peace more than anything else and that 
these aspirations the people are shared 
top Soviet leaders. One cannot regard 
the new interpretation international re- 
lations given the draft program the 
League Communists being correct, 
for places the foreign policy the So- 
cialist camp the same level with that 
the imperialist camp. 

close alliance with the other Social 
ist countries and acting side side with 
all the peat e-loving peoples of the world, 
the USSR making tremendous efforts 
prevent new war. The USSR has 
late made many new constructive pro- 
posals and has taken number steps 
relaxation international tensions, stop 
the arms race, and ban nuclear weapons. 
Recently the USSR 
adopted decision the unilateral term- 
ination the USSR atomic and hy- 
drogen weapon tests. The 
preme Soviet appealed the United 
States and Britain follow this example. 
then the fault the USSR that its 
proposals have not yet evoked positive 
response the part the ruling circles 
the United States and other Western 
powers? the fault the USSR that 
the Western powers do not want to follow 
its example and stop atomic 
drogen weapon tests? Realizing 


toric mission which they are called upon 
fulfill, the USSR, CPR, and other 
countries the Socialist camp are firmly 
and consistently conducting 
peace and security among nations. 


Agricultural Policy 


Touching upon the experience So- 
cialist development in the USSR and 
other Socialist countries, the authors 
the draft program the League Com- 
munists acknowledge that this valu- 
able experience for international Social- 
ism. The draft stresses the historic role 
the USSR the first Socialist coun- 
try, which showed other countries ex- 
ample progressive development so- 
ciety. The draft speaks the great 
achievements the USSR setting 


industrial base and the further de- 
factors 
which made possible for the USSR, 
alliance with the other countries the 


velopment Socialist relations 


antifascist bloc, win victory World 
War over the Nazi 


Dwelling the achievements 


hors of 
the draft completely ignore the USSR’s 


field industrialization, the aut 


experience what is, far the dic- 


tatorship the proletariat 


major and most complicated 


one oft the | 
problems construction Socialism 
problem transferring millions peas- 
ants, individual holders, private and petty 
tates, onto the Socialist path ot devel- 
ontront 
all countries which have embarked upon 


the path building any- 


opment. 


Does this problem not 


one undertakes summarize 
perience ol Socialist constructior 

one ignore the great 

opment the collective farm 

the USSR? 


The Soviet State 


draft program of the League 
Communists gives one-sided 
the historic path covered 
The draft does not give due considerati 
the experience Socialist construction 
the CPR and other People’s Den 
racies. common knowledge tha 
experience the USSR and oth 
ist countries has 
processes of Social 
lution and Socialist construction are 
number major laws 
all countries embarking upon 
Socialism. 
the draft 
Space to u 
of deve lopm it of Socialism. 
trary, concentrates its 
on the drawbacks, and 


the USSR had in the past 


represented the authors 


some sort bureaucrati 


implication here that 
tendency turn the State 


Under 


x alleged attempts at 


society. 


and ideologically justifying 

sonality cult, the authors of the 

Communists ot 

primarily the field theory 
and la 
Lenini 


struggle 


class for destroying the econor 


ency. 
her 
the | eT- 
dralt are 
State 
\ larxist 
the 
let t S } t : 
proletariat State which withers away, 


capitalism and setting political 
terial conditions for a tree devel- 
opment new Socialist relations 
was turned into Stalin’s theory 

which does not wither away, and 
which should made ever stronger all 
social life, and whose ap- 
paratus too much importance attached 
the construction Socialism, at- 
titude which sooner or later is bound to 
obstruct the deve lopment of Socialist eco- 


nomic and social factors.” 


One can quite definitely say that all 
these assertions the 


development social life and theoretical 


thought the USSR. wrong say 
that Stalin maintained that the State does 
not 


process ot 


away and that it should be con- 
strengthened all spheres 
life. Stalin’s viewpoints the questions 
the State and the dictatorship the 
proletariat were conformity with Marx- 
ism-Leninism. Stalin, proper for 
Marxist, regarded the Socialist 
devel } ment. He 


forms 


State in 
held that the 
the Socialist State should remain 


never 


unchanged and that all its initial functions 
should retained the future. 
With the victory Socialism, changes 


took place the forms and functions 
the Soviet Socialist State. 
these changes, Stalin said: 


Pointing out 
functions 
military suppression inside the country 
cease, wither away, for exploitation has 
abolished.” There more 
exploiters left, so there was no one to 
suppress. 


been were no 


Stalin’s numerous utterances 


the effect that there will be no State 
power under Communism, that the State 
will have withered then, are 
widely known. the 18th Party Con- 
gress, again pointed out that the State 


under Communism would disappear 


away 


there would be no capitalist encirclement, 
danger military attack from 
would be 
State under 
rarily remain only capitalist encircle- 
ment remained, and the 


outside eliminated; that the 


Communism would tempo- 


military attack from outside was not done 
away with. 

On the question of the State, as on a 
number other questions, the authors 
of the draft the League of 
Communists clearly display their incon- 
The draft correctly 
necessary 


program 
sistency states that 
fight against the tend- 
ency anarchic underrating the State, 
that the State one the 
portant 
ing the 


most im- 
and necessary levers for destroy- 
economic basis the capitalist 
system, and creating the basis for building 
Socialism. should noted, however, 
that recognition the important role 
the Socialist 


State and warning against 


underrating State power, look 
more like reservation, since the thesis 
of the dying away of the State is given 
prominence immediate and primary 
task the present moment. Declaring 
the necessity the State the advent 
Communism “State pragmatic revi- 
Marxism,” the 
draft state: 


“Accordingly, after the con- 
solidation the power the working 
class and working people general, the 
question the gradual dying away the 
State emerges the main and decisive 
question of the Socialist social system.” 
Since the authors the draft fling the 
charge revisionism Marxist-Leninist 
theory at the State, it is necessary to set 
forth the ideas the foundation scien- 
Communism the question the 
State, of the dictatorship of the prole- 
tariat. 


Role the State 


The cornerstone Marxism-Leninism 
the recognition the State right 
the transition victorious Socialism into 
complete Communism. Lenin repeatedly 
stated that complete 
necessary for the final withering away 
the State. late, elements 
number countries have expounded, 
under the flag criticism Stalinism, 
their wrong, false representation the 
attitude Lenin and Leninism toward the 
dictatorship the proletariat. They por- 
tray Lenin almost liberal, almost 


revisionist 


opponent the proletarian dictator- 
ship. However, known that was 


who 


teaching class struggle 


Lenin extensively 
sition period from capitalism Social- 
ism, the teaching the dictatorship 
the proletariat. Historical experience has 
confirmed the Leninist thesis that the 
transition period from capitalism So- 
cialism, class struggle does not end, but 
acquires new form. known that 
the forms resistance the overthrown 
exploiting classes are varied. They in- 
clude conspiracy, sabotage, antisocialist 


the petit-bourgeoisie, and finally, armed 
struggle against the dictatorship the 
proletariat. This resistance comes from 
both the remnants the exploiting classes 
inside the country, and 
and landlord emigres and the forces 
international reaction. 

The working class interested the 
possibly peaceful transition 
Socialism. This understandable, since 
aggravation the struggle leads great 
losses, destruction the productive proc- 


ess, difficulties, devastation, pri- 


vations and calamities for the working 
people. But the working class would have 
counted only the peaceful concession 
power and means production the 
capitalists and landowners, renounced 
classes. for the history Socialism 
the USSR, the emergence the world 
growth the working class and national 
liberation movements all over the world 
now provide more favorable conditions 
for veritably peaceful, 
tion Socialism. The rich experiences 
building Socialism China and the 
other People’s Democracies plainly shows 
the importance of these new possibilities 
Socialist development, but that does 
not any way exclude the possibility 
increased resistance hostile elements 
and aggravation the class struggle 
during the transition Socialism. 


One must not withdraw from the in- 
ternational situation. One must not for- 
get that are living conditions when 
two world systems exist, Socialist and 
capitalist, time acute struggle 
camp Socialism. 


the 
particular, the 
Hungarian events 1956 are reminder 
that even today, the dictatorship the 
proletariat relaxed, there may coun- 
terrevolutionary provocations and actions 
the countries which are making the 
transition from capitalism Socialism. 
long remnants the exploiting 
classes exist, and as long as they still 
have any hope obtaining support from 
petit-bourgeois elements, the danger 
intensification countérrevolutionary 
activity stimulated and diréctly supported 

posing the problem the withering 
away the State, the authors the draft 
program the League Communists 
fail to take into account the experience 
the development all the Socialist 
countries, and the nature the present 
international 
mate the danger imperialist aggression 


situation. 


against the Socialist countries, and also 
the class contradictions the period 
transition from capitalism Socialism. 
The draft enumerates host contradic- 
tions of social development in the tran- 
sition period but does not give prominence 
the main one: the contradiction be- 
forces Socialism 
and the obsolete forces capitalism. 


tween the grow ing 


Furthermore, the compilers 


document see the basic contradiction not 


the struggle the working class 


against the remnants capitalism and 
that feeds 


property element 


capitalism, but the problems what 
they call forms and means administer- 
ing economic and other social functions, 
problems democracy and gradual 
restriction 
leadership and forth. Resolving the 
contradictions the transition period 
from capitalism Socialism, they write, 
means primarily solving these problems 


and thereby assuring uninterrupted ad- 
vance all forms Socialist construc- 
tion. Even granted that all the 
problems have have not mentioned, 
which are put forward the draft pro- 


gram, have certain significance, they 


constitute the essence the contradic- 


tions the transition period? 


Socialism Needs the State 


Incidentally, the authors the draft 
are wrong when they say that administra- 
tive centralist leadership contradic- 
tion organically inherent the transition 
period and Socialism general. 


known, administration Socialist so- 


ciety based the principle demo- 


cratic centralism which various stages, 
depending 
takes different organizational forms. Dis- 


concrete ¢ onditions, 


tortions the Leninist principle demo- 


cratic centralism are not any way or- 


ganically inherent Socialist contradictions. 


Dialectics teaches that one must not 


confuse basic contradictions phenomena 
with contradictions that are not basic. 
confusion this kind made politics 
may undermine the unity the work- 
ing people, the alliance the working 


class and the peasantry, and thus 


service the enemies Socialism. The 


shows 
withering away the State cannot 


experience 


period transition from 


Socialism when exploiting classes and the 


small property element still exist. Even 


done away with the State still remains, al- 


classes 


after the exploiting 


though the function suppressing the 
exploiters has already ceased. his “The 
“The 
essence Marxist doctrine the State 
assimilated only those who under- 


State and Lenin said: 


stand that the dictatorship 


class necessary, not only for class society 


general, not only for the proletariat 
which has overthrown the bourgeoisie, but 


for the entire historical period between 


capitalism and classless society—Commu- 


Why can’t the State wither away im- 
mediately after the destruction the ex- 
ploiting classes? First, the State needed 
defend the country 


against intrigues 
and military attacks the imperialists, 


who not weaken, but 
undermining activity against the Socialist 


The Socialist State stands for 
peaceful coexistence and competition 


between the two opposed social 
tical systems, but aggressive and imperial- 
ist circles don’t give their intentions 
forcibly restoring the bourgeois land- 
lord system the Socialist countries, their 
intentions abolishing the Socialist order. 
The Socialist countries would find them- 
selves unarmed the face interna- 
tional imperialism they were follow 
policy curtailing and doing away 
with such major function the State 
defense the country. 

Second, 


remains distinction between the friendly 


under Socialism too there still 


classes of workers and 


stantial distinctions between mental and 
physical labor have not yet been over- 
come, abundance articles con- 
sumption has not yet been attained and 
distribution carried out conformity 
with the work performed. 
follows the need for scrupulous control 
society, the State, over the measure 
labor and the measure consumption. 
“The 


to wither away completely when society 


Lenin wrote, “will able 
can apply the rule: from each according 
his ability, each according his 
needs; that when people have become 
accustomed observing the funda- 
mental rules social life and when their 
labor is so productive that they will 
voluntarily work according their abil- 


Third, national distinctions remain for 
long time after the victory the So- 
withering 


cialist revolution. Far 


away, national sovereignty 
sured and strengthened. But clear 
to everybody that national sovereignty is 
connected with the question State fron- 
tiers. In considering the destinies of 
States, one must not abstract oneself from 
the question defending their frontiers. 
Leninism teaches that victorious So- 
cialism, carrying out all-round democra- 
tization, cannot reject democratic demar- 
cation the frontiers States. the 
State does not 


either,” 


exist, 
question 


there will Lenin 
said, “when the State withers away.” The 


authors of the draft 


program the 
League Communists speak about the 
consolidation State independence and 
the same time proclaim the withering 


be consistent they would also have to pose 


the question the withering away 


State frontiers, but has the question 


the withering away State frontiers al- 


ready matured any Socialist country? 


Lenin was profoundly correct when 
connected withering away the State 
not only with the complete disappearance 
classes, but also with problem in- 
creasing the close rapprochement and 
“The foundation 


Socialist production necessary for the 


merger of nations. 


elimination national Lenin 
said, “but besides, democratic organ- 
ization the State, democratic army 
and forth, are needed for this founda- 


tion. this basis, there will 
develop in practice absolute elimination 
of the 


slightest national mistrust, and 


friction, the 


pproe he- 
ment and merger nations, culminating 
in the withering away ol the State, will 
accelerated.” 


rapprochement and merger States does 


from Lenin’s viewpoint, the 


not begin with the withering away the 
State, but culminates it. These instruc- 
tions Lenin have truly vital importance 
our time. Many countries, known, 
acquired national independence only when 
they went over to the path of Socialist 
development. There doubt that 
the future, too, many countries will obtain 


national sovereignty result new 


successes Socialism and further weak- 


ening capitalism. Under these condi- 
tions, pose the question the wither- 
ing away of the State means to eliminate 
the whole tremendously important prob- 
lem gaining national and 
securing State independence for peoples 
that were bondage the colonialist 


centuries. 

authors the draft program ap- 
parently fail take notice the question 
the 


fundamental prerequisite for the 


ig away of the State Proceeding 


evidently from the fact that some 


func- 
tions the State are already withering 


away, they approach the matter from the 
purely quantitative point of view, assum- 
ing that quantitative reduction State 
functions means complete withering away 
of the State. But it is not correct to con 
fuse the alteration and disappear nee of 
separate functions of the State with the 
wither away the State entirely 
definitive political phenom- 
Socialist State has not all 
outlived itself that task 
withering away pre- 
sented The Socialist State is a va rena 
for development Socialist 
racy. cannot ght that complet 
wither iway the State can 


the complete disappearance classes and 
class distinctions, matter further 
hement and merger nations 
litics the relationship between classes, 
tween nations. these relations that 
are the sphere the State organization. 
State institutions may renamed, their 
functions may transferred 
organizations, but this does not stop either 
the institutions the functions from be- 
ing political essence. Social functions 
ose their political nature and turn into 
purely administrative functions 
servance the social interests only under 
true Communism, that is, together with 
the disappearance classes; together with 
the elimination the substantial distinc- 
tion between mental labor; 
together with the further rapprochement 
and merger nations 
demand that party program 
should proclaim the thesis the wither- 
ing away the State the early stages 
new the modern Communist movement. 
Some theoreticians came forward with this 
demand the USSR back 1918, dur- 
ing the discussion the draft the new 
program the Russian Communist Party 
Bolshevik). Lenin then objected that 
demand, explaining that these questions 
could and should posed theoretical 
writings, articles, lectures 
but not yet the present. Lenin said: 
“To proclaim withering away the 
State beforehand would violation 
historical perspective.” 


The State the People 


Reading the draft program the 
League Communists, one gets the im- 
pre ssion that its authors proceeded from 
incorrect idea that the State and de- 
mocracy are incompatible under Social- 
ism. evidently believe 
development of Socialist democracy is 
impossible unless the State is abolished 
and withers away. But that point view 
does not correspond to the views of 
Marxist-Leninism the course 
social development. One cannot oppose 
Socialist democracy to the Socialist State 
and assume that the development de- 
mocracy possible only the expense 
the weakening and withering away State 
power. The classics Marxism-Leninism 
did not oppose Socialist democracy the 
dictatorship the proletariat, but, the 
contrary, held that the dictatorship the 
proletariat precisely the highest form 
democracy. not accident that 
two concepts to raise the proletariat to 


position ruling class, and win 


the battle of democracy stand side by 
side the manifesto the Communist 


Party. This presentation the question 
very aptly described the relations between 
the State and democracy the period 
transition from capitalism Commu- 
nism. 

The dictatorship of the proletariat is 
not ordinary State, not machine for 
the suppression the majority the 
minority, was the case under the dic- 
tatorship the exploiting classes. The 
classics Marxism-Leninism said more 
than once that the dictatorship the 
proletariat longer State the 
proper meaning the word, for here the 
power belongs the majority the 
society, to all the working people. The 
founders Marxism saw one the most 
important features the working class 
State lie that would truly 
democratic State. Emphasizing 
separable bond the dictatorship the 
proletariat with the popular masses, Marx 
wrote that this the transfer power 
the popular masses themselves, which 
place the organized force their op- 
pression, create their own force. 


drawing the draft, its authors 
apparently failed take into account 
that withering away the State long 
process of objective development, that 
broadening Socialist democracy does 
not all mean disappearance State- 
hood. When democracy will 
fullest, democracy itself will wither away 
together with Statehood. For Lenin wrote: 
“Democracy also form State which 
must disappear when the State disappears, 
but that will only during the transition 
from completely victorious and consolida- 
ted Socialism full Communism.” Later 
Lenin explained that had intentionally 
underscored that thesis, namely that de- 
mocracy form State which will also 
wither away when the State withers away. 
The authors the draft 
nounce against idolatry with regard the 
State. But neither should there idolatry 
with regard democracy definite 
form the State. Marxism, regarding all 
make fetish either the State 
democ racy as its form. 

the draft program, democracy and 
the battle against bureaucracy are linked 
with the withering away the State. 
But, course, incorrect think that 
the overcoming bureaucracy and the de- 
velopment democracy are conceivable 
only when the State withers away. Lenin 
was implacable combating bureaucracy 
and worked resolutely root out that 
evil, but cautioned against speculating 
the struggle with bureaucracy. When 
during the discussion the trade unions, 
certain leaders advanced the slogan: Let 


put end the bureaucracy the 
State and the bureaucracy the national 
economy, said that was demagogy. 
“We wrote our program 1919 that 
bureaucracy exists our country,” Lenin 
said. “Any one who proposes you 
put end bureaucracy dema- 
gogue. speakers come out before you 
and say: Let put end bureauc- 
racy, that nonsense. will fight 
bureaucracy for long years, and anyone 
who thinks otherwise acting like 
charlatan and demagogue because hun- 
dreds measures are needed get the 
better bureaucracy; total literacy 
needed, total culture, total participation 
the workers’ and peasants’ inspection.” 

struggle against bureaucracy means 
drawing increasingly wider masses into 
participation the government. The 
Communist Party the USSR insures 
creative discussion all vitally important 
problems the masses, and raises the 
initiative and activity the working 
people every possible manner. Repre- 
sentatives the elected bodies State 
power and public organizations, the widest 
sections the people, millions work- 
ing people take active part draw- 
ing and discussing the draft laws, the 
State budget, the national economic plan 
and the plans individual enterprises, 
elaborating the measure 
housing and cultural construction and 
deciding the problem managing the 
national economy. 

This precisely the way Lenin under- 
stood the essence Socialist democracy, 
with the development which the masses 
are increasingly drawn into governing the 
State, into discussions and practical ef- 
fectuations theoretical and economic 
problems. The democratic principle 
organization, Lenin said, means that each 
representative the mass, each citizen 
must secure the conditions under 
which may participate the dis- 
cussions State laws, the election 
his representative, and the 
State laws into practice. 


Yugoslavs Deprecate the Party 


Under the flag criticizing the integra- 
tion the State and Party machinery, 
the authors the draft program the 
League Communists Yugoslavia 
virtually enter the path denying the 
leading role the political Party the 
working class Socialist State. They 
believe that the Party must only 
ideological factor, factor the develop- 
ment Socialist consciousness, and that 
must cease being political factor, 
factor of power. 

The revolutionary Parties the work- 


ing class militant organizations simi- 
larly minded Communists have guiding 
and directing force the Socialist coun- 
tries. The working class our country 
and the People’s Democracies was able 
defeat the bourgeoisie and lead the 
working masses only strict centraliza- 
tion and discipline its own ranks. This 
discipline and organization are developed 
and maintained the consciousness 
the proletarian advance guard, its devo- 
tion the cause Socialism, its courage, 
its self-mastery, indissoluble bonds with 
the masses and the correct politic al leader- 
ship. 

The Party the working class called 
upon educate and unite the nonparty 
masses the proletariat and all working 
people, oppose all petit-bourgeois vacil- 
lations and influences, exercise politi- 
cal leadership all the activity the 
proletariat, and through the latter, 
lead all the working masses. The asser- 
tions of some theoreticians to the effect 
that the definition the leading role 
the Party the struggle the working 
class for Socialist reorganization so- 
ciety presumably variance with the 
Marxist teachings the objective laws 
social development, are absolutely in- 
correct. Communists not oppose their 
activities to the objective laws of social 
development, but study them, generalize 
guide 
themselves objective truth rather than 


practice and 


subjective wishes opinions. 
The belittling the leading organizing 
role the Party regards the nonparty 
masses workers and all working people 
deviation from scientific Communism, 
expression the theory and practice 
spontaneity and laissez-faire. Without 
Party consolidated and forged the 
struggle, the working class cannot exercise 
the State leadership society, elaborate 
and pursue the policy Socialist State, 
direct the activities of all the State bodies 
and public organizations the working 
people toward the universal goal, the vic- 
tory Communism. The Party, Lenin 
taught, the directly governing adyance 
guard the proletariat; the leader. 
Thus, 


State pragmatic revision Marxism and 


making accusation 


Leninism, the authors the draft pro- 
League Communists 
Yugoslavia have actually 


gram the 
themselves de- 
viated from the principal Marxist-Leninist 
premises the question the dictator- 
ship the proletariat, withering away 
the State and the role the Communist 


The role the ideas proletarian 


internationalism has grown enormously 
connection with the deep 
changes that have occurred the world 
the last decade. The Marxist-Leninist 
Parties are devoting great attention 
consolidating the international solidarity 
the working people and combining 
correctly the national and international 
programs. The draft program the 
League Communists Yugoslavia de- 
votes good deal attention the con- 
sideration of these questions. It Says that 
the League Communists Yugoslavia 
developing the idea proletarian in- 
ternationalism its ranks, that edu- 
cating the working masses 
this spirit. The draft contains number 
incontestable propositions. 


However, the characteristic of the es- 
sence proletarian internationalism 
among the Socialist 
given the draft, well the aims and 
objectives the effectuation of which ac- 
cording the authors the Communist 
Parties must strive for their mutual 
relations between the Socialist States, 


relations countries 


one-sided and contradiction with the 
views published the world Communist 
movement. Lenin wrote: “There one 
and only one kind internationalism 
deed: Working wholeheartedly for the 
development the revolutionary move- 
ment and the revolutionary struggle 
one’s own country and supporting 
propaganda, sympathy and material aid, 
such and only such struggle and such 
line every country without exception.” 


What concrete expression 
tarian today, 


when there world Socialist system, 


assume 


when the international workers’ and Com- 
munist movement has grown and has be- 
liberation movement the peoples has 


national 
acquired tremendous scope? finds its 
expression the support the world 
system Socialism, the support the 
Soviet Union, the Chinese People’s Re- 
public and the other Socialist countries, 
the workers’ movement the capitalist 
world, and the support this move- 
ment the working people the So- 
Parties 
all countries, and solidarity with the 
fighting for their 
dependence and against imperialism. The 


solidation the Communist 
peoples 


new developments the theory and prac- 
tice the proletarian internationalism 
our time show that while retains all the 
significance the principle the inter- 
national workers’ 


movement, 


tutes the same time the basis for the 


relations among the countries that have 


broken the fetters capitalism and are 


building a Socialist society. These coun- 
tries have established equal political, eco- 
nomic, and cultural relations, imbued 
them with comradeship and mutual aid, 
exchanges experience production, 
and engineering. 


science, 


Socialist Cooperation Ignored 


But precisely the mutual aid and 
cooperation the Socialist countries, that 
is, the principal and fundamental aspects 
proletarian internationalism the re- 
lations these countries, that have found 
reflection the draft program. 
cording the point view expressed 
it, the international nature the relations 
between the Socialist countries must mani- 
of the 
principles equality and noninterference 
each other’s internal affairs. These are, 


fest itself only the observance 


doubt, extremely important principles. 
invariably demand and 
strive for absolute equality all nations 
and countries, for respect of the rights of 
the peoples, their just interests, their na- 
traditions, feelings, and culture. 
And the essence of the difference be- 
tween the point view the authors 
the draft and the point view recog- 
nized the international Communist and 
must be 
The essence of the dif- 
I draft 
the program proletarian international- 


not the principles equality 
strictly observed. 


ice lies the fact that the 


ism reduced exclusively the principles 


equality and noninterference 


ternal affairs, and that the necessity for 
strengthening the unity and cooperation 
the Socialist countries and the Marxist- 
Leninist parties buried oblivion. 
The demand for 


equality nations also characteristic 


recognition the 


petit-bourgeois nationalism. This na- 


Lenin pointed out, declares 
internationalism only the recognition 
of the 


= j 
verbal at that, while it retains nati 


ial 
egoism untouched. 


Lenin explained that 


when the dictatorship the proletariat 


established several countries and be- 
comes capable exerting decisive in- 
fluence the world’s politics, the strug- 
gle against the deep-rooted petit-bour- 

prejudices will assume 
particularly sharp and burning character 
Under certain conditions, proletarian in- 
ternationalism demands the subordination 
terests the proletarian str 
Sur le « i \ orldw d cale 

Mea I the draft of the pi I I 

speak the facts that the rela 
t | Socialist tri 


) 


based principles independence, 


complete equality and respect for the 
peculiarities each individual country 
The struggle for the affirmation these 
principles the relations between So- 
cialist countries and proletarian Parties 
put forward essentially the only prob- 
lem internationalism, the supreme 
Socialist 


countries and Socialist movement. 


well-founded question arises: Can 
the principles equality 
ference express the entire essence of re la- 
tions between the Socialist countries? 
No, they cannot. The countries which 
power the hands the working peo- 


ple, and whose fates are 


connected the community their so- 
cial and State systems, interests and aims, 
build their relations with strict observ- 
ance the principles equality the 
basis fraternal mutual aid, support and 
Each them strives ex- 
tend all possible aid and support the 
fraternal countries the building 
Socialist society and, the same time, 
this, 


the principle equality not violated. 


relies their help and support 


Socialist mutual aid essentially excludes 


the possibility of an advantageous positic n 


some countries the expense others 
the contrary, contributes the 
common development, the fullest pos- 
sible unfolding the material and spir- 
itual forces for each people forming part 
of the 


consolidation the power this con 


Socialist community, and the 


munity whole 


False Charges Soviet Dominance 


The authors the draft program 
the League Communists Yugoslavia 
are trying back their one-sided un- 
derstanding proletarian international- 
ism reference presumable viola- 
tion Socialist principles the relations 
between the Socialist countries 


“In prac- 
they write, “it has turned out that, 
either because strong international po- 
litical positions because the differ- 
ent degrees economic development, 
possible that one Socialist country main- 
tains various means its unequal rela- 
tions with another several other So- 
ialist countries.” 


are grounds for such as- 
sertion. disproved precisely the 
practice of the relations between the So- 
cialist countries, the practice which the 
authors the draft program refer. This 
practice testifies to the fact that under So- 
cialism, because its very nature, co- 
operation between the peoples does not 
lead violation equality and inde- 


pendence. The Socialist countries are 


truly sovereign and independent. 

True, the historically new and com- 
plicated matter establishing relations 
between Socialist countries, certain short- 
comings and errors were suffered occur. 
But these shortcoming and errors are, 
well-known, already matter his- 
tory, since they have been resolutely done 
away with; and even when they occurred 
they did not constitute the essence the 
relations between the Socialist countries 
since these relations were basically truly 
Socialist, internationalist relations. The 
Marxist-Leninist Parties steadfastly ob- 
serve the principles of proletarian inter- 
nationalism. The 20th Congress the 
Communist Party the Soviet Union 
once more confirmed the necessity for 
consistently observing the 
ciples equality and emphasized the im- 
portance allowing for the historical and 
national peculiarities the Socialist coun- 
tries. Even before the Congress, the 
and the Soviet Government rectified 
their own initiative the mistakes made 
the past the relations with Yugoslavia. 

However, referring the past mistakes 
and shortcomings between 
Socialist countries, the authors the 
draft program represent the entire experi- 
ence these relations essentially nega- 
ignoring what basic and decisive 
them, the internationalist nature, the 
fraternal mutual aid cooperation. 
terms “ideological monopolism” and 
“political hegemonism” used the draft 
program the League Communists 
Yugoslavia are essentially directed against 
the general principles, the general laws, 
governing Socialist revolution and Social- 
ist construction and, consequently, against 
the ideological and political unity the 
international Communist movement. The 
program commission the Central Com- 
Yugoslavia, the entire content its 
draft tries to disprove the practice-con- 
firmed Marxist-Leninist 
ing the general laws governing the de- 
velopment all countries toward Social- 
ism, with each country deciding the con- 
crete problems Socialist transformation 
taking into account its own historical 


and national peculiarities. 


Yugoslavs Defend National 


Communism 


From the point view expressed 
the draft, each country must move toward 
Socialism its own special way and pro- 
ceed entirely from its own specific condi- 
tions paying attention that which 
common for, and characteristic of, all 
the countries building Socialism. 

The draft actually defends National 


5? 


Communism which, well known, 
lays emphasis the special national fea- 
tures the building Socialism, and re- 
jects that which most important and 
universally significant that has 
vealed by the experien e of all Socialist 
countries. The criticism the ideas 
National Communism declared this 
chauvinistic egoistic conceptions or a re- 
sult ideological influences intrigues 
of the bourgeoisie. 

the basic problems Socialist revo- 
lution and construction Socialism there 
collective Marxist-Leninist point 
view expressed the declaration the 
Communist and Workers’ Parties the 
countries and shared 
Communist Parties the capitalist coun- 
tries. The authors the draft program 
the League Communists Yugo- 
slavia are making vain attempts oppose 
their far-fetched conception this point 
view which generalizes the entire ex- 
perience of modern social development. 
Who striving for ideological monop- 
olism then? the fraternal Parties ad- 
here to a single ideology, the question 
ideological monopolism any one 
them falls away. 


Does the ideological unity Marxism- 
Leninist Parties belittle the independence 
each them? No, does not belittle 
it to the slightest degree. The ideological 
unity and mutual support fraternal 
Parties serve the most important con- 
dition for each them fulfilling their na- 
tional and international tasks, their duty 
the working class, the people. That 
Party which would decide take stand 
ideological positions differing from 
those the world Communist movement 
runs the risk faltering from the true 
course, separating itself from this move- 
ment, isolating itself. 


the published declaration the 
meeting representatives Communist 
and Workers’ Parties the Socialist coun- 
importance strengthening the unity 
Parties which bear es- 
pecially serious historic responsibility 
the fate the world Socialist system and 
international Communist movement. There 
doubt whatever, the declaration 
states, that bring about real solidarity 
the working class, all working peo- 
ple and the whole progressive mankind, 
forces the world, necessary above 
all promote the unity the Com- 
munist and Workers’ Parties, strengthen 
the solidarity among the Communist and 
Workers’ Parties all countries. 
the main guarantee the victory the 


mt 


cause of the working class. And further, 
the Communist and Workers’ Parties rep- 
resented the meeting 
they will tirelessly strengthen their unity 
and comradely cooperation with view 
further consolidating the common- 
wealth Socialist States and the inter- 
ests the international working class 
movement and peace and Socialism. 
authors the draft declare that 
the correctness and the progre ssiveness of 
any ideology or definite forms of Socialist 
construction depend exclusively on_ its 
vital force practice 
and not the approval one an- 
ther international forum. This formula 
evokes legitimate question: Does one 
another forum Marxist-Leninist Par- 
proceed not from practice, not from 
the generalization historic experience 
when reviewing problems 


proceeds from revolutionary 


practice. 


course, 


the declarations international confer- 


ences 


matters are different with 


Parties which have scientific 
deology. History does not give grounds 
regard the decisions the congresses 
Communist Parties being incorrect. 
Marxism-Leninism international 


teaching which generalizes 
ence, the practice the international 
labor movement, the experience the 
entire historic development. This teach- 

is developed by the collective effort 

all Parties, including also their inter- 
One cannot but recall 
that the programmatic document Sci- 


entific Communism, the Manifesto the 


national forums. 


Communist Party, was written Marx 
and Engels the commission the con- 
ganization, the Communist League, and 
was approved the international labor 


I vement. 


Role the USSR" 


the deliberations the authors 
draft program the League Com- 


gemonism the labor movement, 
note the following: 


possibility one another Communist 


Marxism-Leninism does not 
Party Socialist country playing the 
leading role during definite historic pe- 
riod. But what Party, what country, heads 


the international class 


move- 
This depends not 


working 
subjective desires, but the objective 
conditions. This determined concretely 
the location the center the world 
revolutionary movement where the urgent 
problems the revolutionary transforma- 
tion society are the first place being 


solved. 

Thus the middle the 19th century, 
the center of the revolutionary movement 
was Germany and that time the lead- 
ing role was played 
And the leaders the Ger- 
Marx and Engels, 
were the leaders the world proletariat, 
the founders Scientific Communism. 


dk mocracy. 


man 


the end the 19th and the begin- 
ning the 20th centuries, the center 
the world revolution shifted Russia and 
hence the very course of historic develop- 
ment advanced the fore the inter- 


labor 


working class, our Communist Party. Its 


national Russian 


movement, the 
founder and leader, Lenin, was the gen- 
erally recognized leader the proletariat 
the entire world, the continuator 
the teaching and the cause Marx and 
Engels. The participants the meeting 
representatives Communist and 
Workers’ countries 
which was held November 1957 noted 
the adopted declaration that the in- 
vincible camp Socialist States headed 
the Soviet Union. 
formed leading role the Soviet Union 
the struggle for the cause social 
progress, for the freedom of the peoples 


and peace, reflected these words. 


The Soviet Union the first country 
the victorious dictatorship the pro- 
the trail Socialism and which 
ent solving the task completing the 
gradual transition Communism. Every 
objective person cannot but see that the 
USSR sustains the main blows inter- 
national imperialism, which are directed 
against all the countries of Sox ialism 

Let us recall the first postwar years \t 
that time the imperalist powers exerted 
monstrous pressure the young, not yet 
( msolida ed, People’s Democracies, and 
attempted interfere internal 
affairs order support the exploiting 
classes and suppress the will the peo- 
ples for new Socialist life. Only thanks 
the might the Soviet Union and its de- 
cisive rebuffs to the aggressive poli y of im- 
perialism, thanks the close alliance 
all countries which fell away from the 
capitalist system, were the historic gains 
tected and peaceful conditions for their 
creative work insured. 

autumn 1956, the Soviet Union, 
the request the Hungarian Govern- 
ment, rendered fraternal aid the people 
this country routing the counter- 
revolutionary revolt raised the Horthy- 
ite agents imperialism. call the dis- 
interested aid the Soviet 


Union 


other countries consolidating their 


dependence, and de- 
veloping the gains Socialism, “hege- 
means break with proletarian 
nternationalism. The fulfillment of the 
role the leading force the camp 


Socialism, the vanguard the 


Capitalism the Real Threat 


Does there exist, however, real threat 
independence Socialist 
Yes, there does. But comes not 


Socialist 


country, 


the draft 


program of the 
League Communists Yugoslavia, but 


birth 


Socialist States was met the im- 


from international imperialism 


perialist bourgeoisie not with the ringing 
church bells but with violent hatred, 
and some cases with bullets and shells. 
After the numerous attempts the im- 
perialists smash undermine the So- 
viet State and the People’s Democracies, 
after the recent Hungarian events, 
clear all that imperialist reaction has 
not reconciled itself the existence 


these countries. The subversive activities 


zed imperialist circles against 


the countries the Socialist camp are 
widely known. 

All this eloquently speaks precisely 
the necessity strengthening all ways 
the fraternal friendship and unity the 
peoples Socialist countries, develop 


ing and cultivating their international 
solidarity. The close unity and the mu- 
tual support Socialist countries 


guarantee 


wark the freedom the peoples, 


pies, I 
progress and peace 
world The theses that 


are advanced the draft program the 


the cause social 


throughout the 


League Communists not facilitate 
this strengthening unity and solidarity 


of the 


countries of Socialism. 


The draft program the League 


I 


inists does not point out that 
has created new type inter- 
national relations which world his 
toric significance. Moreover, the authors 
the draft actually concealed this fact 
ascribing Socialism certain features 
relations between countries that 


develop under the rule the exploiting 


classes. 


Socialist Imperialism Impossible 
The theoretical reasoning the au- 


thors the draft the possibility 


certain Socialist countries exploiting other 
Socialist 


monstrous. 


While stating that under capitalism the 


countries sounds strange and 


revolutionary movement, has 
ommon with “hegemonism 
to 
from any 


stronger countries strive toward hegem- 
ony, toward domination over other na- 
tions and toward world domination, ex- 
ploit and oppress the weak countries, the 
authors the draft write: 
tendencies represent constant danger 
the phases Socialist development; 
that IS, aS long as the deep differenc es in the 
economic development individual coun- 
tries create fundamental differences the 
position the working people each 
them, and the possibility for one an- 
other nation, one another State, due 
its position hegemony attained for 
one reason another, utilize this 
that form of economi« exploitation of an- 
other country—as long 
ties exist, both the desire and attempt to 
utilize such possibilities will exist.” 


not clear that the statements made 
the authors the draft program 
the League Communists the ex- 
ploitation tendencies the relations be- 
tween Socialist countries fundamentally 
contradict the truth life and are ab- 
solutely arbitrary? All these claims are 
based the proposition made them 
that there allegedly exists uneven deve lop- 
ment Socialism, which contradictory 
objective reality. the given case, the 
authors the draft confuse the laws 
the development imperialism with the 
laws the development Socialism. 
Under imperialism, known, the law 
the uneven economic and political de- 


apitalist countries 


operates. 

What does the uneven development 
capitalism under imperialism mean? 
the first place, signifies that the im- 
perialist countries develop leaps and 
clashes. Certain countries surpass others, 
push them aside and advance. This ac- 
companied the intensification the 
exploitation the toiling masses the 
monopolies and the plunder the de- 
pendent and semidependent countries. 
The power that takes the lead beats the 
competing powers, claims broader spheres 
influence, markets, and raw materials, 
and strives occupy dominating posi- 
tion the world. This gives rise sharp 
conflicts; wars begin for conquest for- 
eign territories and the enslavement 
nations. 


Socialist 
capitalism, establishing the dictator- 


revolutions overthrowing 
ship the proletariat 
the decisive means production, destroy 
the basis for the operation the law 
the uneven economic and political devel- 
opment countries. Contrary the law 
uneven development the capitalist 
countries under imperialism, the law 
the proportionate, even development 


countries operates In the world Socialist 
system. the economic might the 
Socialist countries increases and the posi- 
tion of Socialism becomes consolidated in 
the world arena, this proportionality ac- 
quires greater significance. 

Characteristic of Socialism is the fact 
that due fraternal mutual aid and co- 
operation, the countries the world So- 
cialist back- 
ward economically and culturally, quickly 
overtake the advanced countries and gen- 


system that are relatively 


eral progress observed. The stronger 
the unity the Socialist countries, the 
broader and more perfected their coopera- 
tion, the more successfully this progres- 
Under Socialist 
construction, the actual economic and 
cultural inequality nations inherited 
from the past actively overcome, and 
the development nations and countries 
straightened out. 

Let take the USSR for example. 
Prior to the October Socialist Revolution 
there was vast difference the level 
economic and cultural development 


sive prow css proc eeds. 


the central regions Russia and the na- 
tional borderlands. More than years 
have passed, and the former borderlands, 
now Soviet Socialist Republics, have ad- 
vanced the level economic and cul- 
tural development the Russian Fed- 
eration. They have highly developed in- 
dustry, based modern technique and 
large-scale mechanized agriculture. The 
culture the nations the USSR 
truly blossoming forth. 
who did not even have written language 
their own the past, are developing 
culture, literature and art that So- 
cialist content and national form. 
All this the embodiment the great 
transforming power Socialism, the re- 
sult the genuinely Leninist internation- 
alist policy the Communist Party 
the Soviet Union and the Soviet State, 
the friendship and cooperation the peo- 
ples the USSR. 

The Soviet Union, the Chinese People’s 
Republic and other People’s Democracies, 
while strengthening friendship and unity 
amongst themselves, are the same time 
striving expand economic and cultural 
contacts with all other countries, these 
countries express similar desire. The 
solidarity the States the camp 
Socialism not directed against certain 
other states. However, each the States 
this camp justly considers that its rela- 
tions must firmer with the Socialist 
States than with the capitalist States. 


The Danger Disunity 


If, however, foreign policy line 


taken which is, matter fact, set 
down the draft program the League 
Communists Yugoslavia, may lead 
the disunity the Socialist countries, 
weakening the friendship and soli- 
darity between them, which undoubtedly 
fraught with great danger the inde- 
pendence the Socialist countries and 
the cause Socialism whole. The 
more consistently the principles 
letarian internationalism are implemented, 
the more determined 
against chauvinism and nationalism, and 
the firmer the unity the Socialist coun- 
tries, the Communist and Workers’ Par- 
ties, 

Lenin paid particular attention the 
necessity for struggle against refined na- 
tionalism which advocates division and 
the breaking the working class un- 
der the finest-sounding most specious pre- 
texts. “Conscious workers,” 
“bend every effort rebuff all national- 
ism, the crude, coercive Black Hundred, 
well the most refined advocating 
equality nations, along with the break- 
ing the workers’ cause, workers’ or- 
ganizations, and workers’ movement ac- 
cording nationality.” 

This article has touched certain es- 
sential problems dealt with the draft 
program the League Communists. 
analysis the theses contained the 
draft permits one draw the conclusion 
that the authors this document, after 
declaring their desire promote the en- 
richment the all-human, all-Socialist 
treasure-house, introduced 
alien Marxism-Leninism. the same 
time the authors the draft program 
have the boldness assert that Marxist 
thought the past decades has lagged 
behind the development 
ciety. 

our days strange hear the 
lagging Marxist-Leninist thought, when 
has grasped the minds millions 
people, when almost one-third 
manity building Socialist society under 
the banner Marxism-Leninism, when 
Socialism has attained such 
toric victories, when Socialist construction 
advancing not gropingly, but brightly 
lit-up the light Marxist-Leninist 
ideas that become enriched the process 
this construetion. What convincing evi- 
dence the powerful development 
Marxist-Leninist thought the elabora- 
tion the fundamental problem mod- 
ern social development contained the 
decisions the 20th Congress the 
CPSU, the eighth Congress the Com- 
munist Party China, and the other 
Marxist-Leninist Parties. Theoretical gen- 
eralizations great significance were pre- 
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sented the conferences representa- 
tives the Communist and Workers’ Par- 
ties held in 
Bourgeois propaganda has grabbed 
and utilizing for its own ends the 
theses contained the 
which are contradictory the ideological 
basis Communism. showering the 
authors the draft with praises, and 
commends the draft for presenting 
broad theoretical argumentation that fun- 
damentally differs from the Moscow line, 
for repeating the ideological views that 
caused the sharp conflict with the Krem- 
lin the autumn 1956. But has 
long been known that, attacking the 
Moscow line and the Kremlin, bourgeois 
propaganda has mind the line the 
ment. 


Moscow the autumn 


Communist move- 
Bourgeois propaganda, which al- 
ways miscalculates its hopes weak- 
ening the international Communist move- 
ment, sure wrong this time 


well. 

The draft program the League 
Communists, generalized form, reflects 
the differences revealed the 
tween the comrades 
The 
draft shows that many important prob- 
lems these differences still exist. 
known, the CPSU other fraternal 
Parties have done much recent years 
bring themselves and the League 
Communists Yugoslavia closer together 
the basis the principles Marxism- 
Leninism the interest the cause 
peace and Socialism. the same time, 
the CPSU has always proceeded from the 
point that this cannot done means 
concessions the expense Marxist- 
Leninist principles. Now when the draft 
program the League Communists 
Yugoslavia contain obvious divergencies 
from the fundamentals 
inist theory number important 
problems, cannot remain unanswered, 


international Communist movement. 


and 


CHINESE ATTACK JENMIN JIHPAO 


the Soviet critique its draft program, the Yugoslav League Com- 
Foll the Soviet critiq its draft prog the Yugoslav League 


munists held its Seventh Congress atmosphere defiance. 


Shortly after- 


ward, the Chinese Communists published attack far fiercer than the Soviets’, 


the Peiping daily, Jenmin Jihpao, May 


For analysis the statements 


and their repercussions, see Month Review, and Current Developments, 


20. Below the Chinese attack 


THE one hundred 


Is 
tieth anniversary the birth Karl 


Marx, founder scientific communism. 


Since 1844, Marxism has been carrying 
persistent struggle against all trends 
reactionary bourgeois 
geois thought and against all kinds op- 
portunist ideas the ranks the inter- 
national Marxism 
has continually emerged victorious the 


workers’ movement. 
struggle, for revolutionary practice has 
borne out was the 
course the struggle the age im- 
perialism and the proletarian revolution 
that Lenin developed Marxism and car- 
ried forward new stage, the stage 
Now international 
Marxism-Leninism the new task; 


its correctness. 


carry out irreconcilable struggle against 
modern revisionism neo-Bernsteinism. 
This struggle between the two fun- 
damentally different lines Marxism- 
Leninism and anti-Marxism-Leninism, 
great struggle involving the success 
failure the cause the working class 
the world and the cause Socialism. 


The recently closed Seventh Congress 
the League Communists Yugo- 
slavia has adopted “draft program 


of Yugo- 


the League Communists 


out-and-out revisionist program. sum 
briefly, method thinking the 
draft 
revolutionary materialistic 


sophistry for 


litically, substitutes the reactionary the- 
ory of the State standing above classes for 
the Marxist-Leninist theory of the State, 
and reactionary bourgeois nationalism for 
revolutionary proletarian internationalism. 
political economy, takes the 
cudgels for monopoly capital tries 
obliterate the fundamental differences 
between the capitalist and 
tems. The draft program 
principles 
Marxism-Leninism, sets itself against the 
Declaration the Meeting Repre- 
sentatives the Communist and Work- 
ers’ Parties Socialist Countries held 
Moscow last November, and the same 
time repudiates the “Peace Manifesto” 


fundamental 


adopted the Meeting Representa- 
tives Communist and Workers’ Par- 
ties, endorsed the representatives 
the League Communists Yugoslavia 
itself. The draft program brands all the 
basic principles revolutionary theory 
established Marx and Engels and de- 


without principled comradely criticism. 
Obviously, comradely 
must not obstacle the further 
development friendly relations between 


our Parties and countries. 


criticism 


The program commission the Cen- 
tral Committee the League Com- 
munists Yugoslavia continuing 
work toward improvement the draft. 
wholeheartedly 


Comrades success this big matter. 


Yugoslav 
permit ourselves hope that the new 
draft will completely based 


principles Marxism-Leninism and thus 
correspond the interests the League 
Communists Yugoslavia, the people 
Yugoslavia, the interests strengthen- 
ing the unity the fraternal Socialist 
Workers’ 
Parties, the interests peace, democracy 


Socialism. All 


receive such draft program with deep 


countries, the Communist and 


and Communists would 


satisfaction. 


veloped Lenin and other great Marx- 


ists ‘dogmatism, and the leaders 
the League Communists Yugoslavia 
enemies 


themselves ‘irreconcilable 


any dogmatism.’ 


What are the 


the “dogmatism” 


elements 
leaders of 
the League Communists Yugoslavia 


most 


have chosen attack? They are 
ian revolution dictator 
knowledge 


without proletarian revolution 


ship. But common that 
tarian dictatorship there can 
cialism. The draft program the League 


Communists Yugoslavia 


concen 
trates its Opposition proletarian revo- 
lution and its attack proletarian 
tatorship smears the Socialist State and 
the Socialist camp, 
talism, the imperialist State and the im- 
perialist camp. This cannot but give rise 
to doubt about the avowed 
the leaders the League Commu- 


nists Yugoslavia. 


“Socialism” 


Capitalism" 


Speaking like the reactionaries of all 
countries and the Chinese bourgeois right- 
ists, the leading group the League 
Communists Yugoslavia has viciously 
slandered proletarian dictatorship, alleg- 
ing that “leads bureaucratism, the 
ideology statism, separation the 
leading political forces from the work- 
deformation 


Socialist development, and the sharp- 


stagnation, the 
ening internal differences and contra- 

They 
Socialist camp, alleging that also has 


dictions.” maliciously 


policy “positions strength and strug- 
le for hegemony.” They describe the two 

lically different world politico-economic 
systems, the Socialist camp and the im- 
perialist camp, “division the world 
two 
standing outside the “two blocs” So- 
beyond the blocs. They hold that the 
US-dominated United 
“bring about greater and greater unifica- 
tion the world,” that economic cooper- 
ation all countries the world, includ- 
ing the imperialist countries, 
tegral part the Socialist road the 
development world economy.” They 
maintain that “the swelling flow State- 
world the most tangible 


ind irrepressibly and the most 


diverse roads deeply entering 
epoch Socialis propositions 
but call the revisionist 
reachings bout evolutionary 
ultra-imperialisn organized 
“the peaceful growth 
right-w Socialists late 19th and 
ear 20th centuries, such Bernstein, 
Kautsky, Hilferding and their ilk, which 
we led to 1 the wi rking class 
the various capitalist countries give 

revolut for Socialism 
ind uphold bourgeois rule. The present 
preachin s of the leaders of the League 


bor wild attempt, namely induce 
the working class and other working 


people various countries take the 


road of surrender to capitalism. 


his speech delivered Pula No- 
vember 1956, Tito, leader the League 
“What actually involved whether the 
new trend will triumph the Com- 
munist Parties—the trend which really 
began also said: “It 
question whether this [Yugoslav] course 
will victorious whether the Stalinist 
course will prevail again. Yugoslavia must 
not concentrate herself, she must work 
all These statements fully 
betray their true ambition. 


the Imperialists Need" 


means accidental that the 
draft program the League Com- 
munists Yugoslavia has appeared the 
present time. Since the great October 
Socialist Revolution, international 
Communist movement has achieved 
series great historic victories. The So- 
cialist system has been successfully set 


among population nineteen hundred 
million and more, and the general crisis 
capitalism has greatly extended, with 
the imperialist countries, headed the 
US, experiencing new 
periodic economic crisis. Therefore the 
imperialists, led the US, are stepping 
Communist movement. 
has been resorting two methods 
undermine the workers’ movement—sup- 
pression brute force and deceit. the 
present new international situation, when 
the revisionist harangues the right-wing 
Socialists are daily losing their paralyzing 
effect the working class and the labor- 
ing masses, the program put forward 
the revisionists fits 
with what the imperialists, 


larly the American imperialists, need. 


his speech “On the Correct Han- 
People,’ Comrade Mao Tse-Tung said 


even more dangerous than doctrinairism 


pay lip service ‘Marxism’ and also at- 
tack but the 
their attack actually the most funda- 


ental elements Marx Now facts 
have proved that this thesis Comrade 
Mao Tse-Tung answered not only the 


situation China, but also the inter- 


The Declaration the Meeting 


Representatives the Communist and 
Parties Socialist countries 
says: “The main danger present re- 
visionism or, other words, right-wing 
opportunism, which manifestation 
bourgeois ideology paralyzes the revolu- 
tionary energy the working class and 
demands the preservation restoration 
capitalism.” points out with special 
emphasis: revisionism seeks 
smear the great teaching Marxism- 
Leninism, declares that ‘outmoded’ 
and alleges that has lost its significance 
for social progress. The revisionists try 
exorcise the revolutionary spirit Marx- 
ism, undermine faith 
among the working class and the work- 
ing people general. They deny the his- 
torical necessity for proletarian revolu- 
tion and the dictatorship the proletar- 
iat during the period transition from 
capitalism Socialism, deny the leading 
role the Marxist-Leninist Party, reject 
the principles proletarian internation- 
alism and call for rejection the Lenin- 
ist principles Party organization and, 
above all, democratic centralism, and 
for transforming the Communist Party 


from militant revolutionary organiza- 
tion into some kind debating society.” 


Declaration clearly the 
features modern revisionism which show 
themselves the contents the draft 
Yugoslavia. 


quite obvious that open and un- 
compromising criticism must waged 
against the series anti-Marxist-Leninist 
sembled the draft program 
League Communists Yugoslavia. 
Bernstein and Kautsky and their ilk 
the the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries was inevitable, then 
even more necessary now for 
criticize neo-Bernsteinism. This because 
modern revisionism propounded 
comprehensive 
the leading group party that 
wi Ids Stat power It is also he ause 
modern revisionism aimed splitting 
the international Communist movement 
and undermining the solidarity the So- 


cialist countries, and 


mental the fundamental interests the 

consider basically the 
made June 1948 the In- 
formation Bureau Parties 


its Resolution the Situa- 
tion the Communist Party Yugo- 
slavia” in regard to the mistake of the 
Yugoslay Communist Party departing 
from the principles Marxism-Leninism 
and sinking into bourgeois nationalism 
but there were defects and mistakes 
the method adopted that time the 
Information Bureau dealing with this 
question. 

Resolution concerning Yugoslavia 
adopted the Information Bureau 
November 1949 was incorrect and it was 
later withdrawn the Communist and 
Workers’ Parties which took part 
Information Bureau meeting. Since 
the Soviet Union and other countries 
the Socialist camp have done their utmost 
and taken various measures improve 
their relations with Yugoslavia. This has 
been fully correct and necessary. The 
Communist Parties various 
have adopted attitude waiting 
patiently, hoping that the leaders the 
might return the Marxist-Leninist 
standpoint the interest adherence 
the Yugoslavia people to the road of So- 
cialism. However, the leading 
the League Communists Yugoslavia 
has spurned the well-intentioned 


} 
. 


made the Central Committee the 
Communist Party the Soviet Union 
and the Communists other countries. 
Around the time the Hungarian event 
Oct. 1956 Revolt] they tried dis- 
rupt the unity countries the Socialist 
camp the pretext so-called 
sition Stalinism.” During the Hungarian 
event, they supported the renegade Nagy 


Yugoslavia able maintain its 
solidarity with the Communist Parties 
mental viewpoints? Can there basis 
for solidarity without common Marxist- 
Leninist viewpoint? Will the in- 
terests the Yugoslav people reject 
friendship with the countries the So- 
cialist camp and with the Communist 


The world now new historic turn- 
ing point with the east wind prevailing 
over the west wind. The struggle between 
the Marxist line and the revisionist line 
nothing but reflection the sharpen- 
ing struggle between the rising class forces 
and the moribund class forces society, 
reflection the sharpening struggle be- 
tween the imperialist world and the So- 


clique and, their recent Congress they 
have gone further and put forward sys- 
tematic and revisionist 
program. The leaders the League 
Communists Yugoslavia should think 
soberly: Will the League Communists 


comprehensive 


Parties other countries? 


deem absolutely necessary dis- 
tinguish between right and wrong vital 
questions the international workers’ 
movement. Lenin said: policy based 
principle the only correct policy.” 


cialist world. impossible for any 
Marxist-Leninist escape this struggle. 
Historical developments will testify ever 
more clearly the great significance 
this struggle for the international Com- 
munist movement. 


(Current Developments continued from page 42.) 


has been much praised the less orthodox critics. One 
Caragiale’s most prominent champions Baconsky, 
the editor-in-chief Steaua (Bucharest), the organ the 
Romanian Writers’ Union. the January issue that 
publication, Baconsky termed the novel “one those books 
which each epoch brings new revelations book with 
the attributes great literature that stimulates the 
thinking and sensitivity the people that penetrated 
strange poetry.” 

The Party daily, Scienteia (Bucharest) two-part ar- 
ticle, April 26-27, berated not only the novel and Baconsky’s 
article, but the trend the “past” which, the paper said, 
both represented. The Party organ found Caragiale’s work 
“strange, morbid, false and profoundly irrelevant the 
Romanian people.” Scinteia continued: 


“Tt would difficult consider the article about Matei 
Caragiale detached from Steaua’s own actions. Without 
contesting the periodical’s many merits, must stated 
that still cannot find this magazine militant literary 
criticism contemporary themes and that the magazine 
has the past shown inclinations neglect the principles 
Socialist realism, replacing them with the tenets the 
so-called ‘modern 


The near four-month delay between the publication 
Baconsky’s article and the Party daily’s rebuttal is, perhaps, 
indication the growing strictures against writers who 
veer from the strict “Socialist realist” line. One the chief 
methods avoiding direct conflict with the regime has 
been the use historic obviously non-political themes, 
and the attack Caragiale and his defenders may taken 
sign that soon even this outlet will longer avail- 
able. denunciation “evasionist poetry” 
anul, (Bucharest), April 11, contains this statement Party 
line outrage the poetic temperament: “Most those 
who write these poems like see themselves contempla- 
tive and descriptive attitudes and unprofitable medita- 
tions.” 

April the regime marched four prominent writers 
the microphones Radio Bucharest speak the 
problems the day. Three the literary men delivered 


standard speeches support foreign policy, but the 
fourth, 70-year-old Todor Arghezi, considered many 
the greatest living Romanian poet, deviated somewhat from 
the scheme. Pitching his lecture the definition “cul- 
and obvious though veiled allusion strict 
Marxism, Arghezi mentioned Saint Augustine, man 
great culture for his time, who wrote that feared people 
who their entire life read only one book.” 


Independence Day 


May 10, Independence Day, was celebrated publicly 
the country for the first time since the Communist take-over. 
Deriving from the advent the monarchy (1866) and the 
freeing the nation from Turkish rule (1877), May 
had been relegated the status ordinary working day 
the Communist regime. This year, however, there was 
official notice the anniversary, although the historic role 
the monarchy was attacked. 


Albania 


Retail Prices Cut 


joint decision the Party Central Committee and 
the Council Ministers, broadcast Radio Tirana 
April 28, announced cuts most retail prices take ef- 
fect April 29. Reductions some the articles were 
follows (in percent): sugar, 14; macaroni, 7.7; beans, 
7.7; rice, 10; corn bread, 13; pork, 10; canned fruit, 10; 
woolen fabrics, 13; and cotton fabrics, 8.6. Other items 
the long list price reductions included bicycles, light 
bulbs, wrist watches, radios, toothbrushes and washing ma- 
chines. The handicraft cooperatives were ordered re- 
duce their prices for service and repair corresponding 
amounts. 

The decree credited Soviet assistance with having made 
the price reductions possible, particularly through the writ- 
ing-off 422 million rubles credits April 1957 and 
the granting new long-term credit 160 million rubles 
last November. 


East Europe 
Free Europe Committee, Inc. 
PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK 16, 


PAID 
Return Postage Guarantee New York, 
Permit No. 13933 


Form 3547 Requested 
Forwarding postage guaranteed 


> o 
= 
ATT N c fT 
RICE 


